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asleep, and neither are they procrastinating.
Thle Government are riot without a policy,
and 1 assure bion. members it is our desire
to carry out our policy. If hion. members
will only admit that the Government have
a great responsibility, and accept the know-
ledge that the expenditure of many of the
great departments of domestic. concern can-
not be easily reduced at the present time,
I think we shall be able to arrive at a basis
of general economy, which the Government
will carry out and bring to fruitioa as time
goes on.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 9.52 p..

legislative tlseembiV,
Wednesday, 13tha February, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

[For ''Questions an Notice'' and "Papers
Presented'' see "'Votes and Proceedings.'']

BILL-CURATOR OF INTESTATE
ESTATES.

Reports of Committee adopoted.

BILL-ELECTORA-L ACT AMXENDMEN'T.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-I NTEB PRET ATLTON.
Introduced by the Attorney General, andI

read a first time.

PAPER S--L UM PING TROUBLE,
FR EMANTLE.

Mr. JONES (Fremantle) [.5.57]: I move-
"That full reports from the Police De-

partment of all trouble on the Fremantle
wharf since the 1st November, 1917, be laid
upon the Table of the Rouse."

I am sure hion. members will realise that the
motion is being moved simply in the interests
of justice. From Press reports of the feeling
and] the occurrences in Fremantle as the result
of the unfortunate difficulty of last year,

mrany people are inclined to conclude that the
national volunteers who are employed on or
about the wharves are of the nature of
stained-glass angels, and that the original
and real Jumpers are begrirned with the s9moke
of heil. I submit that police reports giving
full details of the conduct of the men, and of
the troubles which have occurred dluring the
period in question, will be of interest not only
to members of this Chamber hut to the people
of the State. At the outset I acknowledge
that it may be a rather difficult matter for
the Government to produce the police reports;
and I wish to make it perfectly clear that it
is the Police Department I want the reports
from, and not fromi the committee of the Fre-
mantle Chamber of Commerce, which is like-
wise sitting in judgment upon the lumpers--
sitting in judgment, not as a court of law,
but as a Star Chamber to decide whether the
original Juimpers shall, or shall niot, he allowed
on the wharf to earn their living in the way
in which they have been accustomed to earn
it. The Press reports have been very brief,
and have afforded the public very little upon
which to form a jUdgluent. Tire Press have
informed us that dluring the early prart of
January a national volunteer was found to
be in possession of a loaded revolver in the
street, and that be was charged with that
offence and also with having used obscene
language. I-e was lined tor those offences,
which, I venture to suggest, represented con-
traventions of the law of the land] not merely
iii the legal aspect but also in the moral
aspect, having regard to the second eharge.
The p~uuishment awarded to thle national
volunteer was a fine of only £1. On the other
hand, an unfortunate lumper who had not the
privilege of being protected as a national
volunteer, was brought up before the same
court on a charge of common assault. Un-
luckily for the lumiper, the conrt which tried
the ease had as one of its menmbers the Eaen-
tlenran who is now president of the Fre-
mntle Shipping Association-a gross oar-
tisan as regards the action of the lumper.
This nan whose name is Daniel Kelly, for an
offence which certainly did niot compare in its
niagnitude with that of the national volunteer,
received] a sentence of three months' impris-
oii'ient without the option of a fine.

Tire Mlinister for Works: What did he doll
Mfr. .IONES: He attenipted to hit a aa-

tionial volunteer, and I submit to lion, mem-
bers that in realisation of the feeling which
always mnust eirist, when men have come along
andl have attempted to take the 4livelihood
fromi the real workers, who for some cause
have left their employment, that feeling must
be received with a spir-it of tolerance. If a
non-partisan bench had dealt with the ease
of Kelly, a fine would have been sufficient to
meet the ease. But the n was tried by a
bench which was presided over by a gentleman
named Nicholas, the president of the Shipping
Association. I do riot wish hon. members to
confuse him with Nicholas Romanoff, at pre-
sent in Siberia, although some of his actions
might lead us to believe that he was one and
the sare person. At the same time, being a
partisan, he had no right to sit in the court
an'l try a man who was charged with simrple
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assault. Those are two of the eases which cnnection witb this inatterY He knows the
have come under the notice of the
people of Fr-emantle as a result of
the turnipers'I trouble, and I submit
that a simple police report upon the matter
would throw some light on it, and would help
us to realise that there is something to he said
for the lumper, in spite of tile newspaper re-
ports which make him out to be such a fear-
ful creature. I submit that the Government
wvill he acting ii, the fullest interests of jus-
tice if they allow this motion to go through
anid permit the reports of the Police Depart-
meat to be laid oil thle Table of the House.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robinsoa-Canaing) [5.4]: Generally speak-
ing thle reports in the possession of the Police
Department on any matter which has bee,,
investigated are confidential, and cannot be,
or should not be, called for in this House,
and to ask for their publication is, as I have
already stated in this Chamber, contrary to
whlat is known as public policy. The idea
df the publication of the reports is to find out
who made them,, and at whose instigation
this, that, and thle other was done. It is
wrong that officers in the execution of their
duty should be pilloried for doing what they
believe to be the right thing, and what they
are paid to do. Any questions that may be
asked in regard to particular actions of thle
Police or Law Departments will be gladly
answered, and any information desired by
hen. members will be given. But, I venture
to say, bon. members should not ask for the
publication of reports. We have heard the
lion. member's story to the effect that Kelly
is anl aggrieved person.

Mr. Jones: Hie is doing three months; that
is enough to grieve anybody.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: f have sonme
knowledge of this ease. Speaking from memt-
mly Kelly assaulted another man without pro-
vocation and knocked him down. The other
manl, whose name I think is Cleverly-

-Mr. Jones: One of thle national workers.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Cleverly

was a national worker and was interfered
with by Kelly, who threatened bin, and was
about to asault him. Cleverly is a small 'nan
and elderly. Kelly is a man in the prime of
life, a big inan and in stature resembling the
meniber for--

lbo,. W. C. Angwin: He resembles me in
stature.

Tile ATTORNEY GENERAL: He re-
smbles the nmenmber for Fremantle in sta-
ture. He is a solidly built man, anyhow.
Cleverly saw a policeman in the neighbour-
hood and approached hida to report that he
Was afraid of Kelly, and to ask for protec-
tion. Kelly came upon the scene and the
policeman asked for his name. Kell 'y then
raised his fist and knocked Cleverly clown.
That was charaeterised by the magisitrate nS
an unprovoked and cruel assault. No nan
is allowed to take the law into his own
bands. The case was tried before two just-
ices of the peace at Fremantle, -Mfessrs.
Nicholas and Purdie, who, after bearing the
evidence, awarded a sentence of three months
imprisonment. Those are the facts. What
police reports can the bon. member want in

facts as well as I do, although he did not
state then,. I could supply him with a copy
of the evidence, but it is wrong to ask for
private and confidential reports of the police
which may be in existence. It is not only
wrong to ask for these reports, but it would
be wrong to give them. I have no desire to
cover up the tracks of anything that may be
donie in the Police department, and any rea-
sonable question which the lion. member may
ask in connection with the case will be ans-
wvered as fully as posible.

Hon. Mr. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle [5.10]: I can tell by the interjec-
tions fromt one or two hon. instmbers, particu.-
larly the Minister for Works, that they
simply regard the action of the lion. member
wvho moved the motion -as so much flapdoodle
or flag-flying. TIhe Attorney General is far
from tile mark when lIe suggests that it is the
lion, member's desire to find out who made
the report. [ do not think the lion. niember
wants to know that. The industrial trouble
whmich took place at Fremnantle recently was
condlucted in a more orderly nmanner than has
been the case in connection with any Similar
trouble in aily part of tlhe world.

The Attorney General: No one disputes
that.

Hion. IN. C. ANGWIN: Thle police on duty
there have had no difficulties to cope with,
a fact which was responsible for oae or two
interjeetions from inc (luring thle course of
the speeches inade by the Treasurer and the
leader of thle Opposition in connection with
tme Budget, when I slated that money
was being wasted by keeping the police em-
ployed onl the Fremantle wharves. I hmave
taken time opportunity on several occasions
to visit the wharves, and have seen half-a-
dozen or a do-ten policemen in plain clothes
there, wh~en there was not the slightest neces-
sity for the,, to be there at all. These police
have written reports to the Colonial Secre-
tary, other reports which have been pub-
lishedl in the Press, but with thlese we have
no concern,; we are anxious to know who
was responsible for causing the small dis-
turbamnces which did take place there. The
police are the only people who canl give us
the information, and not those who may be
Partisans. Recently a man was finled alto-
gether about £3 after having pleaded guilty
so as not to be locked up dluring the h~olidays.
This juan was attacked by two men, and
though he knocked out both, p~roceedings
were taken against hini. The police knew
the facts when the matter came before the
court, but asked for a remuand. The man,
however, preferred to plead guilty so as to
have the matter determined there and then.
He was attacked by two national workers-
I would not call thenm national volunteers, at-
thugh T honestly believe that some men dlid
actually go on the wharves believing that
they wvere doing the proper thing. As
soon as tlhe imupers returned to work, how-
ever, those national volunteers left the
wh~arves, but not so the beer sparrers of time
comntry, who also went down there to work
with the national volunteers. I have heard
it said that this was a godsend to the hoel-
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keepers of Perth, because thdfy were not re-
quired to get counter lunches as had been
the case previously. These men went to
Fremantle, and were fed, clothed, attended
to, and nursed by the Government at a cost
of between £2,000 and £3,000. But that has
nothing to do with the motion. I was just
pointing out that the police of Fremantle are
well aware that attempts have been made
to cause a disturbance. What would von
say, Mrt. Speaker, if a man said to you "We
have got you down now, we will rub you in
the dirt''? T know what would have
happened some years ago. That man
would] have been thrown into the river.
Did the pollee report that a certain gentle-
man who tried to get into a Government
position, a man who has never done a day's
work in his life, camne down and dug the
point of an unmbrella into a lumper's ribs?
That man would certainly lhavc gone into the
river but for some members of the lumpers'
executive who urged their men not to cause
any disturbance. The police were there; did
they) report the incident? These are the points
we would like to lhe informed upon. Why caiu-
not the public get some reliable information
in regard to the disturbances at F'remnantle?
As a rpsult of these men going down and
taking the jobs of the honest hampers, every
lumper to-day has lost his name and is known
by a number, the same as a prisoner. He is
No. 1, No. 10, or No. 20. That is howv they
are called up to be engaged on work. A farm-
ing gentleman who happened to be on the
wharf recently heard this and asked what it
meant. I told him, whereupon he said, ''It
is about time to leave this country. I am
afraid Western Australia has gone back to
its o1(1 customs.'' Every man has now a num-
her and has lost his individuality. It is only
fair that we should see these reports by
the police in order that we may discover the
injustice (lone to the lumpers. I did not agree
with the action taken hy" the men at the time,
but we arc all liable to make mistaktes. I uy-
self make many, and no doubt ,nembers oppo-
site make some. Even an Honorary Minister,
it is said, made a mistake the other day. A
large number of thesw men did what they hon-
estly believed was right, and it is our duty
to see that justice is their portion. If the
lumpers at Freumantle want to kick up a
row, there is not sufficient police force in the
State to stop them. They could throw every
policeman into the river. It would not be the
first time. They tossed a mounted police-
man on the wharf *Sonie years ago during
industrial trouble. The Minister for Works
knows that.

The Minister for W1iorks: You are not proud
of it, are you?

Bon. W. C. ANGWTN: I am proud of their
strength, and I say that their good sense in1
keeping order during the strike is something
to their credit. Amongst a body of 700
or 800 men there are bound to be among them
some who want to kick over the traces. Tn
face of this, the lumners' executive kept order
in such a manner that extra police were not
required at Fremantle.

The Minister for Works: You do not justif~y
the assault on this man Cleverly, do you

lion. WV. C. ANGW[N: I dto not know any-
thing about it, but if the Minister will refer
to the 'Minister for 'Mines or to the Attorney
General, lie will find it is very rare that a
man is sent to gaol without the option of a
fine in the lower courts.

The Minister for 'Mines: It depends upon
the gravity of the offence.

Hion. W. C. ANGWD: It is a very rare oc-
currence. I know the am who committed the of-
fence very w-ell. The trouble was brought about
through drink. If the man had been sober
be would never have committed the assault,
and I am inclined to think that something
had previously taken place which excited him
to the action he took. As the member for
Fremantle (Mr. Jones) has said, the fact that
this mam w-as not given the option of a fine
was freely commented on at the time. He is

an old British Navy man of about my size
ad age. I wvas surprised to hear the Attorney
General say that he was a big, upstanding
man like the member for Fremantle. Order
and quietness were splendidly maintained down
there, and those reading the men did their
best to assist the police in keeping order.
'Malicious and untruthful statements in regard
to the men have been made by persons out-
side the police force. When there is anything
wrong the police take action to vindicate the
law and keep order; and in the interests Of
the men who behaved themselves so well, I
think it is only fair that the reports from the
Police Department should be laid on the Table.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. J.
George-Murray-Wellington) (.5.22]: 1 do not
think the discussion of the motion should re-
solve itself into a debate as to the general ill-
conduct or good conduct of the lumpers dur-
ing the last trouble. The member for Fre-
mantle (Mr. JTones) said the man in
question was punished for an at-
tempted assault. He either did not
know or dlid not think it necessary to men-
tion what the Attorney General has since told
uts. First there was an attempt at assault, and
afterwards there was a completed assault. In
my opinion the action taken by this particular
individual constituted uitter defianice of the
law. The fact that a policeman speaks to a
man and points out that a complaint has been
made, does not warrant that man in complet-
ing what lie attempted to do beore. A flout-
ing of the law is not to be lightly regarded
by any member of the House. If no respect
is to he paid to the law, we are coming to a
state of affairs very serious indeed. I will
vote against the motion. I dto not think these
reports should be disclosed. Moreover, to my
mind the motion carries witg, it a threat
which has been discernible in similar motions
or questions previously brought before the
Houst'- We haed a request for the full regis-
ter in regard to the national workers. What
was that wanted for?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I did not want to se
the regist er.

The MNSTER FOR WORKS: If the
register of national workers was placed upon
the Table, we should very soon be able to
discover the real motive underlying the do-
inand for it.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! I do not think
this has anything to do with the motion.

Ron. NV, C. Angwin: I can prove that there
are on that register names that were sent in
without the consent of the persons.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I merely
referred to the question of the national re-
gister by way of analogy. The full reports
of the police would probably contain names
which some who have not the restraint of the
member for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W.

UAngwin) wudglory in obtaingfoth
purpose of subsequently getting home on those
Aupporting law and order.

Mr. Green: But they know those who were
working on the wharves; they are marked
men; they are scabs.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Here we

have the unblushing testimony of lion. mem-
bers opposite.

Mr. (Jreen: And you will be known as a
member of the scab Government.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I would
much prefer to be in a scah Government than
to uphold those striking at the roots of law and
order. I will certainly vote against the motion.
I do not think any case has been made out
in support of it. I compliment the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (lion. WV. C.
Angwiu) on the moderation of his remarks,
bin I think that lie too has been a little led
astray in connection -with this case. Hie cer-
tainly advised the melt niot to strike, hut they
did not take his advice.

lion. WV. C. Augwin: They were on strike
before I knew anythiing about it

.Mr. ROCKE (South Freniantle) [5.27]:L
do not think there is any vindictive intention
underlying the motion. I do not know either
of the parties who have been nientioned, but
according to the reading of the motion I think
there is a feeling that somebody has been
treated unjustly. That being so, it is desir-
able to have the nmatter sifted in order to
find out, if we can, who was responsible for
the injustice. I do not think we should
bother about going into the justification of
the strike at this stage. Certainly we must
agree that the conucnt of the strikers Was
niost exemplary,. That was brought about,
I think1 largely by the fact that they had a
wvise president who gave them some ver~y fiue
advice; and because the men accepted that
advice. The strike of the Fremantle lumpers
will be known through all time as the beer-
less strike.

Mr. Mullany: The member for North-East
Freniantle said that this assault was flue to
drink.

Mr. ROCKE:- That was one case only.
Reading the evidence of both cases as they
came before the court, one caanot help feel-
ing that a, good deal of harshness was nietedl
out in the one ease and of leniency in the
other. The Attorney General spoke of the
size of the one man as compared with the
other. I will never agree that a little muan
should be afraid of a big one.

The Attorney General: But he is more
readily knocked down.

Mr. -ROCKE: As a matter of common jus-
tice I intend supporting the motion. I admit

that there mnay be times 'when papers of a pri-
vate and confildeutial nature should not be
placed on the Table, but if it is a matter of
injustice dlone to any resident of the State--

The Attorney General: Where is the in-
justicef.

Mr. ROOKE: I do not know. Wle may find
it in the papers. If it is a matter of injustice
being done to sonic person, I will do nay best
to have the question ventilated.

The Attorney General: No injustice was al-
leged by the mover.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) [5.30): 1 do
not see why there should be such strong op-
position to a motion like this. It is merely
asking for reports from the Police Depart-
iiieut coniiected with the trouble at Freinantle.
U think the House should be placed in
possession of these reports. There has been.
a great deal of c-riticisnm hurled against the
men here andi also in the Eastern States.
hlere and over there action was taken with.
the deliberate intention of forcing the inia
to do certain things andi we should have the
fullest reports un the matter. If these re-
ports are lplaced on the Table I think Parlia-
ment will have a different light thi-own oni the
subject. The public are entitled to the fullest
particulars. .1 know, as a positive fact, that
in Melboune cart-loads of "'black'" timber
was deliberately placd in each timiber yardl
to force the men to cease work because it was
known the men would not handle "'black"
timber. In Sydney the sante course of action
was adopted throughout the trouble-f say
it front a great deal of exp~erience in these
ila tters-wi th the object of forie the men
to cease work.

The Minister for Works: In this Stateg
Mr. 1UOL-lAN: I am not speaking of this

State, although sonic action may have been
taken at Fremiantle to force the men to do
what they did. Mfembers scoff at th~e
remarks bnt why do the Government
fear to place the reports on the Table if there
is not something to hideI I take it the Coy-
ernmemit are afraid to place the reports en
the Table anid therefore they liave done somnP-
thing which they aire ashamned of.

The Minister for Works: To be added to
the list of niarked men.

Mr. HOLMAN: In all probability if the
actions of these men are made publc it will.
do a great dleal of good. The class of men
who will take anoth er man's place in times
like this is not worth considering and the
actions of a Government that will hide any-
thing should be published broadcast. It is
not right for men to take the place of other
men at such a time.

Member: Shipping was hield up.
Mr. HOL'MAN: The hon. member interjects

mid says that shipping was held up, but no
Shipping came to this State at that tinie and
verny little was held up. If the reports are
placed on the Table they will show the exact
position of affairs. We know full well the
Press of this country and in the Eastern
States only publishedl what they desired to
suit the so-called Nationalist 'Governments in
office at the time. I was in the State and I
could get no information to satisfy me andl
r am sure there was an undercurrent moving.
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It was started by the so-called Nationalist
Govern nents to bring about trouble through-
out the Common wealth. We want to find out,
by having the reports laid on the Table:
whether this Government was in tow with the
Governments of the other States when they
took action.

The Minister for Works: That is strong.
Mr. HOLMAN: If the Government are

afraid to place the reports onl the Table we
can draw our own conclusions. If they have
something to bide let them keel) it to then,.
selves, hut the time mnay come when the whole
of the reports will be made known.

The Attorney General: You then may dis-
miss all the officials wvho mjade reports.

Mr. HIOLMAN: -No, we do not adopt the
dirty actions taken by the people whom the
M[inister represents. If bold in my possession
b)lack lists which have been spread broadcast
by employers hecause the mien asked for a
fair dleal. The dirty methods adopted by the
employers to-day are no credit to the people
who have received suplport front them. I can
speak of reports in the Press, which showed
that the employees compelled men to hotl
tickets from their previous employers before
tt ey cold get other emaploynment, The
dirtiest form of blacklisting.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order.
Mr. HOLMAN: I am sorry I am forced to

make these remarks by thle unseemly inter-
jections of the Attorney General. I do not
see any just reason or cause why the reports
should not be placed on the Table. If there
is nothing to idte let the Government give uts
the reports, let uts know w~hat has taken place.

'Mr. PICK1ERING (Sussex) [5.35] : 1 rise
to oppose this mlotion if only on account of
the remarks that emanated fronm the member
for Kalgoorlie. Tt is said these men who
had been employed were marked. Why were
they marked?'

Mr. 'Munsie: Because they wvent scabbing.
Mr. PICKERTNG: Because they went to

work for the benefit of the country. if
these reports are ashed for simply to ascer-
tamn the nanmes of certain people, then I op-
pose the motion.

Mr. JONES (Freniantle-in reply) [5.36]:
I am) sorry that my simple motion has raised
so much controversy. All I require from the
Government is a true report from the police
department, because I am one of the optimists
w~ho believe that the police department can
give true reports of the trouble that took
place on the Fremantle wharves. I wish no
ntames disclosed. If the Government are
afraid to place the Inmes on the Table let
them adopt the convict System in vogue at the
present time onl the wharf and give the men
numbers. 'Much has been made of the stat,-
macnt of the member for Kalgoorlie that the
mn who have, in the classic language of the
member f or Hannans, scabbed on the wharf,
will be marked men in the future. I think
that much that has been said is in cons-
quences of the lack of knowledge on the part
of many members as to what are the working

class ideals in Australia. I am satisfied that
they know, as you yourself, 'Mr. Speaker, and
creui sonme of the members opposite, know the
position that the real Australian worker will
take up; hie cannot help it. It is bred
in hint ii, the freedom of the bush, in the air
of Australia. in that hie can smell the scab,

Ialthouigh that scab may be a hundred yards
distant.

lon. P. Collier: The air muost be pretty
putrid around Fremantle then.

Mr. JONES: It is that that the hon. miem-
ber for Kalgoorlie means w'hen he refers to
scabs being marked men. I have been work-
ing in sheds in the North-West where the ap-
proali of a loyalist-I am sorry I used the
word, it must be hurtful to the cars of the
meniber for Sussex who thinks that these men
were doing -Nationalist service-has absolutely
held up wyork without a word having been
said. These men will realise that that is their
future, the ostracised future ats far as the
white workers ire concerned throughout the
length and breadth of this free Australia. f
an, sorry I wandered front the matter of my
motion. I hope the Attorney General wvill
deal kindly with the ,notion, that he will rea-
lise that I have a true desire to get a just
r-eport, simply that and nothing more. I do
not wish to cause anyone to be victimised
through this motion. I simply want hon.
members and( the people of this country to
realise that the ie,, who have been, working
or. the wharves in Fremantle for many years
are not ap black as they are painted but that
the men working there as nationalist workers
are very much blacker than tlte papers and
memlbers opposite would have us believe. I
agree with some members that many 'ner
went to Fremantle originally because they
had a mistaken idea as to the national in-
terests.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hou. member is not
in order in discussing the iwhole situation
under this motion.

Mir. JONES: I was endeavouring to reply
to some of the criticism of hon. members. I
do not wish to unduly trespass on your gen-
erosity, M.%r. Speaker. In my reply to this de-
hlate I simply ask that the Attorney General
will realise that it is with a feeling of toler-
ance and( justice that I move the motion, to
get the reports fron, the police to show the
exact position as far as this trouble on the
Fremantle wharves is concerned.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes -- -. -- - 1.3
-Noes 1 . - 29

Majority against

Mir. Angwinl
Mr. Chaessen
Mr. Collier
Mr. Green
Mr. Ifolmn
Mr Jones
Mr. Lamnbert

16

Ayxs.
Mr. Luter
Mr. Mtullanvr
Mr. Munal.

Air. Rocke
Mr. Willeck
Mr. O'Logbilen

(Toile.)
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Mr. Angelo
Mr, Eron
M r. Brown
Mr. Davies
Mr. Draper
Mr. Diurack
Mr. Oardloer
M r. George
Air. Grliffiths
Mr. Harribort
M14r. Hickmott
Mr. Hudson

Mr. Johnston
Mtr. teiroy
Mr. Maley

NOES

Mr.
Mir.

Mr.
M r.
Mr,
M r.

Mr,
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Mitchell
Money
Nairm
Pickering
Piesse
Pilkington
R. T. Robinson
Stubbs
Teesdale

Thomson
Underwood
Veryard
Willmott
Hardwick

(Teller.)
Question thus negatived.

RETIJRN-FERTIELISER AND FEEDING
STUFFS ACT, INSPECTORS' APPOTINT-
MENTS, ETC.

Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [5.47]: I move-
"That a return be laid upon the Table of

the House showing-i, The number of in-
spectors appointed under the Fertilisers and
Feeding Stuffs Act, 1904, and its amend-
meat, and the names and dates of appoint-
ment of those still acting; 2), The number
and nature of all complaints lodged by the
inipectors under the different sections of
the Act, and particulars of the convictions
obtained; 3, Particulars of any coniplaints
lodged with the Minister by duly appointed
inspectors which have been allowet] to lapse,

J ogether with the reasonsF for non-proced-
tire under the Act.

I understand from thle Premier that hie will
furnish the particulars asked for in this re-
turn, as far as it is possible to do so. I do
not, therefore, intend to take up time time of
the House in connection with this motion. The
reason why I brougit, the matter forward was
because of certain prosecutions which have
taken piace under the Fertiliser and 'Feeding
Stuffs Act, and my desire to have the pro-
ducer properly safeguarded. r would roint
out that the producer, or the farumer, has great
difficulty in making a success of his calling
under normal conditions, but if, at the sanie
time, he has to contend against fertilisers and
feeding stuffs wxhich are not of the quality
he desires to purchase, his difficulties are very
greatly increased. I take it front the replies
given. by the Premiier to my questions on this
matter, that he. is fully seized of the necessity
for safeguarding the producer in this respect,
and the necessity for aniending the Fer-
tiliser and Feeding Stuffs Act accordingly.
I have, therefore, much pleasure in moving
this motion, and am prepared to leave the
matter in the hands of the Premier.

The PREMTIER. (Hon. H. B. Lefroy-
Moore) [5.491: 1. must say that the hion. mem-
ber is very prolific in these matters. I hope
he will not expect to keep the officers of the
Agricultural Department continually employed
in mnaking out returns of this nature. We are
desirous of effecting economies in our depart-
ments, and hon. members generally should con-
sider well, when they ask for these returns,
s to what the cost is likely to be. A great

deal of work will be nieesitated in thle pre-
paration of this return, and when it is inade
irendy I really d10 not know what advantage it
will be either to the bon. member or to the
House. I dare say, however, the lion. mnember
thinks differently. Requests of this nature
only put the country to additional expense.
Tf these returns are likely to furnish ain
advantage corresponding with the amiount of
labour required in cmiking themn out, there
would be no objection. In many eases of this
kind there is no advantage commensurate with
the trouble and expense entailed in providing
the particulars required. I shall be very
pleased, however, to obtain all the information
.1 can on this subject for the bon. inernber.

Ron. P. Collier: That is a remarkable windI
up to the chastisement you have been giving
the bon. meniber.

The PREMIER: As I have to] ii the lion.
member, I shall be pleased to let him have all
the information that is available, without put-
ting the department to more labouir andi ex-
pense than are necessary.

Mr. o'LQGHrEN (Forrest) [5.511: This.
is a sort of shuandy-gaff reply that thle P re-
miier has given to the mnemnber for Sussell
(Mr. Pickering). Hle is going to supply the
information asked for if it will not put the
departmieutal officers to too much inconveni-
ce. I take it that the hion. memnber will

be satisfied with that pronouncement, and
that, in spite of the mild rebuke at the hands.
of the Premier to one of his party, the usual
good feelings will continue. to exist between
them. All will thus he well. There is, how-
ever, an evident lack of consistency in the
attitude of the Government on this motion ais
compared with the montion which has just
been dealt with. Thme outcry of Ministers in
connection with the last motion was that
there was going to he some victimnisation.

I-in. R. H. 'Underwood (H1onorary 'Minis-
ter): Yon cainnot discuss the last motion.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Mr. Speaker will piut
tile right if tI am wrong. Prom paragraphs
2 and .3 of thle motion, it would appear that
the lion, memiber is asking for the number
and nature of all complaints lodged by the
inspectors, aiid particulars Of the convictions
obtained, and particulars of any complaints
lodged with the 'Minister by duly appointed
inspectors which have been allowed to lapse.
Time hon. member is, in fact, askting that pub-
licity should be given to all reports made by
inspectors who have been responsible for in-
itiating prosecutions.

HoIn. W. C. Angwin: And particulars of
the convictions.

Mr. O'LCGHLEN: It is, of course, a most
unheard of proceeding to have 'particulars of
these convic tions laid on the Table of the
House.

The Attorney General: The hon. maember
will not get th~e names.

Hon. P. Collier:. The Premier has agreed
to give the information.

'Mr. O'LOGIITLEN: The overnment have
evidently desired to advance reasons why
one motion should meet with opposition and
not another. The rapidity with which they
wish to please a supporter of theirs is evi-
dence to my minid that they are not prepared
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to treat everv muotion, on its merits. What ad-
vantage will it be to the country to have
particulars of these conicyitions laid on the
Table of the Rouse? This may even lead to
the disnmissal of one of the inspectors, or of
all of them. It seems to we that if they pro-
secute their duty in future on similar home-
steads the dogs will he put on to them. if
farmers have been interested in prompting
the hon. member to ascertain which partieu-
Jar inspector was responsible for a particular
prosecution, the outlook for that inspector
may be a serious one.

Mr. Pickering: You are barking uip the
wrong tree.

Mr. JTohnston: These are manure firms.
Mr. O'LOGllLEN: We doa not want to see

any firms victimised in this countryv and I
do not think the motion should be sup-
ported.

Mr. 'MULLANY (Menzies) [5.541]:
Whilst I intend to support this motion as
T supported the previous one. I believ
that too much is made of this so-called con-
fidential information. It would he very much
better if more information was given in the
first instance as to how these things came
about. Whilst the rmotion. as it stands an
the Notice Paper, appears perfectly innocent,'
the mover, in the few remarks which he
made, distinctly' stated that he desired to get
ccrtaiin informnation as to how certain prose-
cutions camne about. That puts his motion
on exactly the same footing as the previous
motion. T believe that a great number of
these motions are simply put on the Notice
Paper for, what is termed, kite-flying pur-
pboses, that members moving then, do not
really require the information, but that, in
mn 'nv instances, they wish to be able to say
at a later period that they asked for this
Eiformation and that the Government re-
fused to give it. T am going to support this
motion. because I believe that if an hon.
member moves in this Rouse for information
of this character, the information should, if
possible, be given to him.

Mr. LAMB1ERT (Coolgardie) [5.561: I
rise to oppose this motion. The member for
Sussex (Mr. Pickering) certainly laid him-
self open to the well directed rebuke of the
Premier when he asked for this information,
but did not give the slightest reason f or
his request. It is to be hoped that the Pre-
mier, instead of buttering hon. members, will
come forward in this manner and take a
firmer stand, unless it is shown clearly that
the information asked for is of great value.
T cannot see what prompted the member for
Sussex to ask for these particulars, hut I
do know that, speaking on this subject the
other night, T said that T considered the
Government should do something in the way
of exacting a reasonable amount from the
fertiliser companies who are getting the pro-
fits out of these concerns. If these fertili-
ser companies are now coming cap in hand
to the Governm~ent. asking them to bring
over their phosphate rock, the Govern-
ment should certainly ascertain from these
companies exactly where they stand. These
companies are selling superphosphates at an
enormous price, and yet this country is faced

with the actual cost. In many instances the
farmers are faced with a selling cost of 10s.
per ton.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the moition
deals with the cost of superphosphate.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am only dealing with
the application of the Fertiliser Act to this
point.

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion asks for cer-
tain information with regard to certain in-
spiector. I do not desire to hamper the heon.
menmber.

M-%r. LAMBERT: [ think the administra-
tion of the Fertiliser Act should he thrown
upon the shoulders of the fertiliser comn-
panties operating in this State. There is one
matter in connection with the Fertiliser Act
which should be seriously reviewed by the
Government, and that is the present stand-
ard set for superphosphate in this State. I
un derstand that this is 17.5.

.Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot permit the hon.
member to discuss the Act generally.

Mr. LAMBERT: T am only referring in-
cidlentally to that feature, because it repre-
sents the actual basis of the whole Fertiliser
Act. T wish members would not take the
Premnier's view of this motion. While not
at all wishing to blame the mover, I think
thec House should discount the desire of hion.
members to see their names figuring upon
the Notice Paper on the flimsiest possible
excuse. Certainly that desire should be dis-
counted by a Government professing to the
House and to the country to be out for
economy. For that reason-I hope the Pre-
mier will not allow his good nature to sway
him, but wilt take a stand io keeping with
ordinary common sense, and tell members,
irrespective of whether they are on his side
or on the other side of the House, that when
information of this nature, which can he of
little or no use, is asked for, he will not put
the (departmnents to the expense of preparing
returns.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [6.21: 1 disagree both with the meni-
her for Coolgardie (Mr. Lanmbert) and the
member for Menzies (Mfr. Nfullany) in regard
to this motion. An hon. member has no option
but to proceed by way of motion in order to
obtain information which is not obtainable
in reply to questions. Therefore, a member in
such a position must move a motion; and let
me point out that the information may be
required not only for members, but for those
whom members represent-our electors.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter) : What do your electors care about super-
phosphatel

Member: flo you support the motion?
Rion. W. C. AXOWrN: T disagree with the

statement that the motion should not have
been brought forward. The Premier has asked
the House, on the score of economy, to limit
these motions as far as possible. Let me point
out that there has not yet been a motion for
a return moved by members on this side; so
that we are certainly assisting the Government
to economise, in that respect. T share the view
of the member for Forrest (Mr. O'Loghten)
as regards the Government's inconsistency.
Assuredly this motion asks for much more,
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and much more detailed, information than was
sought by thle previous motion. This motion

asks for details regarding convictions obtained,
and acquittals, and cases in which no action,
was taken. To my thinking, it makes no dif-
ference whether a man is an inspector under
thle Fertiliser Act or a policeman, so far as
hi8 reports are concerned. In that respect
both classes are oil an equality. Why the Coy-
te't h aving nmaintained that the report of

thjoiceman is confidential and on no account
to be divulged, should declare the report of
anl inspector under tile Fertiliser Act not to
be confidential, and to be available to hon.
members, I fail to understand. The explana-
tion of the inconsistency is probably that sug-
gested by the member for Forrest: this motion
conmes from the Government side of the House.
Such discrimination, I contend, amounts to a
prostitution of Parlianment. The Labour Gov-
ernnient, during their six years of office, never
diff'erenitiated between the two sides of time
House in regard to questions or to motions
asking for information. The other (lay T
asked a question as to which the Minister con-
cerned thought that T had something behind;
but the fact is I "as ierely obliging one of
his supporters-which I cam, substantiate. I
am prepared to subscribe £10 to thle Perth
Public Hospital if the Minister can prove that
what I say is not correct.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think time motion
covers that matter.

Holl. W. C. AWOWIN: On this moitionl the
Government have turned a somersault. The
member for Fremantle (Mr. Jones) asked for
certain information, and was told by the At-
torney General, t No; you cannot get it; it
is of a confidential nature, and its publica-
tion would be detrimental to the interests of
the officers.'' Had those police reports been
made public, in all probability it wvould have
had a restraining effect on the officers con-
ternedi when reporting in future. Onl this
motion, however, the Premier sees no objec-
tion to the publication of the inspectors' re-
ports. When the Premier rose, I suggested to
may leader that the hon. gentleman would move
the striking out of paragraphs 2 and 3 of the
motion. I was indeed surprised when the
Premier accepted the nmotion in its entirety.
However. I agree with the motion, and I think
the reports should be made available to the
House if it is necessary for law anid order.
Still, I fail to understand the inconsistency
of the Government.

Mr. HOTAIAN (Murchison) [6.8: it is amy
intention to support this motion, because I
think thec main point has been missed by
meumbers who have already spoken. I regret
that the mover did not fully explain is ob-
ject. Apparently there is soume agreement be-
tween the Government and the mover over this
matter, as lion, members will perceive on re-
ferring to paragraph 3 of the motion-

Particulars of an3 complaints lodged
with the Minister by duly appointed in-
spectors which have been allowed to lapse,
together with the reasons for -non-proce-
dure under the Act.

In tlhat paragraph is an innuendo that Min-
isters, have failed in their duty-that some
business people have been reported as selling

inferior fortiliser, and that these matters hare
been allowed to drop. Unadoubtedly a grave
charge of cloaking such matters is made by
this motion. The request for the reasons for
nion-procedure itself casts a grave reflection
onl the -Minister administering the Fertiliser
Act. Has some wrong lbeen done? Have coun"
plaints been mamle ag-iust sellers of fertiliser,
and has the Minister, perhaps because he may
be friendly wvithm these business people, cloaked
thenm and refrained from taking action on the
coumplaints' When a muemaber brings forward
a wo' ion of this character be should] give thle
House full[ explanation. However, the Pre-
inier, most generously, has agreed to give all
the imnformnation desired.

The Preniier No; such information as 1
can give.

Mr. HO~iJAN : I sincerely trust the Pre-
inier wvill do better in supplying information

on this motion, if it is carried, than he did on
the resolution carried at my instance by the
last Parliament-a resolution which had re-
ference to the expenditure of public moneys.
Each item,, of information asked for by my re-
solution should have beel, available in a very
short time, and at very little cost to the
State; or else our Government accountancy is
in a rotten condition. However, I shall deal
with that matte, at another time. Reverting
to the motion, canl the mover state of his own
knowvledge the number of complaints in which
action has been taken, and the number in
which the Minister has not taken action? If
so, hie vould be giving the I-ouse an idea
whether the m"lotion should be supported or not.
At present we are being asked to vote in the
dark. The umatter would seenm to be of more
iniportance than appears on the surface.

The Minister for Works: What do you
propose the member for Sussex should do
n-len hie gets the information?

Mr. 0 Loghlen: He should make an attack
on the Government.

Mir. IAOLMIAN: The hon. member should
give further reasons in support of his mao-
tion, so as to enable us to judge whether the
underlying motive is idle curiosity, either on
his part or on that of his constituents. While
believing that every return and every report
of benefit to members amid to the State should
he made available, I sincerely hope thle parti-
culars I have just asked for will be furnished
by the nmover when replying.

Mfr. 'NAIRN (Swan) [6.13]: I oppose the
motion, for thle sme reason as I opposed the
tast one, and for anl additional reason, wvhieh
is that the mover has not taken this House
into his confidence at all.

Mri. 0 'Loghlen: You may be condemning
the hon. member unjustly. Perhaps he hasl
had an assurance that his motion will be
carriedi.

Mr. -NAIRN: T an, inideed sorry that the
Premier has seen fit to give the mover and
the House a pronmise which is not really a pro-
mse at all; a promise which, so far as I can

see 'has no value whatever. The hon. gentle-
man said that if it did not occasion the de-
partment too much trouble to get the infor-
matiom, asked for by this motion, the mover
would] get the information. Such a promise
has no virtue. Further, I protest against our
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refusing, in one breath, to pass a motion on
the ground that' the information for which it
asks is secret-

The Premier:. -No secret information is in-
volved here.

Mr. NAIRN: I ann speaking of the previous
motion. 'More than once we have been told by
the Attorney General that there is information
coining to the departments which should be
kept confidential aul. !should on no account be
disclosed to the public. On the face of it, this
mion intends to bring to the surface, and
to the knowledge of those interested, what is
tile motive behind the action of certain in-
spectors. If the inspectors under the Fertiliser
Act are to do their duty fearlessly, they
should be protected in exactly the same way as
are OMl police and other departmental officers.

Stigsspcnided front 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mrt, NAILR:N: As I was about to remlark
before tea, there is one principle I have en-
deav-oured to subscribe to and that is consist-
ency, and if the vote which was recorded in
connection with the mnotion moved] by thle niein-
ber for Fremantle was right, we are bound,
following the process of logic to take the samie
attitude on this question. The clnuse in tine
motion I particularly object to is the third,
which refers to complaiints lodged with the
Minister by dluly appointed inspectors which
hare been allowed to lapse, and also the
non-procedure under the Act. In my opinion,
the underlying reasons for not proceeding with
these cases are of a strictly confidential nature,
and if we are going to have an investigation
into every report of an inspector. whether it
be to recommend a prosecution or to suggest
that a prosecution be not proceeded with, we
will destroy the usefulness of the inspector.
If the officer realises that every act of his is
going to be subject to public review and criti-
cismn in the House, and investigation by ment-
hers, hie will not be encouraged to do his duty.
For that reason I intend to adopt an attitude
on this question similar to that which I fol-
lowed in connection with the motion moved by
the member for Fremantle. There nre certain
matters which should be accepted and treated
ans purely confidential by the Mfinister, and a
report by an inspector is one of theni. unless
of course there has been a gross miscarriage
of justice. Another aspect which appeals to
me strongly is one which has been mentioued
by the Preunier, and that is the matter of
expense in connection with these more or less
useless motions. I can contemplate the mem-
ber for Sussex rising in his place and con-
demning the Government for extravagane in
all directions. If we are to have an armyv of
clerks employed in the departments to Prepare
nonecessary and useless work of this descrip-
tion, we shall not be giving that assistancve to
our Ministers which it is our bounden duty to
do. My experience in Parliament has not been
long, bitt I have never on a single occasion
been refused information by any Minister, If
the member who moved the motion wanted
reasonable information, he could get it with-
out occupying the time of the House and wast-
ing the time of the officers of the department!-.
Many people, however, take this as an oppor-

tunity to get anl advertisement which they
would not otherwise receive, and no vote of
mine will assist in the waste of tinie and public
money on matters such as this.

Mr. SPEAKER: I would draw the lion.
member's attention to the fact that the IPre-
mier stated that he would accept the motion
and give as miuch information to the hion. menk-
her as lie could. 1f, however, the Houise carries
thle motion in its enttirety it will be anl in-
struction to the Government to snpply the full
information asked for, and if that is not
supplied, the House may consider that it is
being treated with contempt. To get over
that difficulty I would suggest that the second
and third paragraphs of the motion he deleted
because it seems that there will be no difficulty
about supplying the information contained in
the first paragrajih.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary 'Min-
ister-Pilbara) [735: 1 desire to move an
amendment-

"That paragraphs 2 and 3 of the motion
be struck out. 11

The Government are prepared to give infor-
nmation to all hon. members as far as it is
possible for them to do, but there is sonic
which it is not desirable to intake public, and
that information is particularly in regard to
prosecutions. The Crown Law Department
cannot disclose their reasons for not going
on with a prosecution hecanise an opposing
lawyer on getting hold of it miight be able to
use it against the department. There are many
other reasons, too, why this information should
not be disclosed to the public. The Govern-
ment are prepared to give all information in
reason, provided of course that there is no
great expense attached to the preparation of
it, and provided also that it is of interest to
the country. I think if we strike unt the
second and third paragraphs of the niotion,
the object of the member for Sussex wilt. bare
been served.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex-on amnend-
nient) [7.40]: When I introduced the motion
I stated that it was my desire to save the
time of the House, bitt it seems to ine that
the desire of the member for Swan is that
the tiume of the House shall be wasted. That
hon. member represents an agricultural dis-
trict, the interests of which are vitally con-
cerned in giving proper effect to the Act.

Mr. 'Nairn: But lie does not look for ant
ad vertisement.

Mr. PrOKERING: The bon. member is
quite out of order in accusing me of looking
for an adxvertisement when I am merely
studying thle interests of the agricultural
community of Western Australia. In fram-
ing this niotion-it is one of the first Y1 have
had thle honour of framing in this House-
I admit I may have put it together indiffer-
ently.: but the reason which prompted me to
submnit it was on account of thle complaints
which have been lodged and tbe failure to
carry out prosecutions.

MVr. SPEAKER: The hoD. member should
have given his reasons for submitting the
motion when he moved it.

Mr. PICKERING- At any rate, I intend
to oppose the amendment because it will de-
feat the object of the motion 'which was to
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endeavour to secure all amendment of the
Act in such a way as to protect the users of
fertilise2rs and feeding stuffs. I asked ter-
Lain questions of the Premier, one of which

w, '"Why are not feeding stuffs required
to he registered uinder the Act"? and the
reply was, ''At the time the Act was passed
it was not considered necessary.'' Front nay
experience and from instances which have
been brought uinder mty notice, I consider it
is necessary that feeding stuffs should be re-
gistered. The feeding stuffs which are sold
to poultry farmers are such as are inimical
to the best interests of that industry, and
right through they are not what they are
represented to be. Poultry farmers are en-
tirely at the mercy of the merchants who re-
mui these things. The reason for asking the
qnestion a.s to the number and nature of
all complaints lodged by the inspectors under
the different sections of the Act and for
particulars of complaints lodged by inspect-
ors which have been allowed to lapse, was to
illustrate to the Rouse the futility of pass.
ing legislation when it is not given effect to.
The cost of furnishing the information
for which 1 am asking will be infinitesimal.
With regard to feeding stuffs particularly,
tiaere have been no prosecutions, while there
have bee n conmplaints lodged and turned
down. It is only right that these things
Should be investigated. My motion is not onl
all fours with that moved] by tile mnember for
]Fremnantle; my only desire is to prove to
the House that the Vertilisers and Feeding
Stuffs Act is ineffective, and it is ridiculous
for us to pass legislation and net be able to
enforce it. The primary producer, as we all
know, labours uinder very great difficulties,
and when it comes to the buying of fertilisers
and feeding stuffs which are under thle cloak
of an Act, whichi are practically ball miarked
by that Act, hie should not be exposed to the
danger of buying stuff inimical to his in-
terests. There were two prosecutions under
the Act in res pect of manuore known as the
Swan brand. I ant not sure whether that
has anything to do with the member for
Swan, but judging by the way in which he
has treated any motion, he appears to be in
some measure interested.

'Mr. Nairni: That is not so.
Mr. PYCKERING: I have not brought the

motion forward with the idea of advertis-
ing myself, nor with the object of making
any% reflection upon the inspectors. I brought
it forward in the hope that the Government
would see fit to so amend the Act that it
should prove efficacious in the interests of
agriculturists. T need not labour the ques-
tion any further. I accept the remarks of
members opposite in the good spirit in which
they were made.

H~on. P. COLLIER (Boulder) t7.461; I
think time member who moved the motion is
quite within his rights, is in fact doing a
service to a considerable section of the peo-
pie in seeking to obtain the information bie
desires. I also think it is not quite right
for any member of the House to accuse an-
other member of uilterior motives inl bringing
forward motions of this kind. If one is to
be charged with seeking to advertise himself

macrely because hie brings forward a master
of public interest such as that whtich we are
now discussing, it is, to say the least Of it,
grossly unfair.

Mr. Thomson: What about the flag-waving
episode?

Hon. P'. COLt IER: J dto not think 1. ever
aeccised the hion. member of flag waving.
Others did, but I did not, If I did it was
because, of course, knowing the lion. went
ber as f do, the remarks I have just made
do not apply to him. While listening to thle
disenasionk of the moction we have had an
exhibition characteristic of the indecision of
the Government. The Premier, after mildly
reproving thle heon. umember for proposing to
put time Government to the expense of pre-
paring the return, wond uip by Saying that
hie would have thle greatest satisfaction in
supplying the information. Then, after a
little consideration, thle Honorary Mlinister
(Hon. R. H. Underwood) butted in and took
thle master entirely Out of the hands of the
Premier, and. iuovel an amendment which,
if crirried, would defeat the object thle mover
of thle motion. has in view. Thle amiendmuent
entirely contradicts the attitude adopted by
the Premtier. Who is the Hlouse to acc-ept as
leader? Are we to follow the Premier, who
is agreeable to she Motion nld willing to
supply the information-

The Minister for Mines: Some of thle in-
formation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, the whole of it;
members know well what the Premier said.
Are we to follow the Premier, or are we to
accept tioe lead of the Honorary 'Minister?
Where' are we? Personaliy I ant one of
those who think that thle House and the
country are entitled to the fullest itiformna-
tion. upon this and similar questions. I ha;;e
a vivid recollection of the attitude adopted
by hen. memubers opposite, when sitting on
this side, in regard to what they described as
their inability to obtain information. They
said they could not get information en any
subject. Now, when they are in office, on
tile Score of expense they take up the atti-
tudb of refusing to give information. The
motion is important because, after all, if the
inspectors have made coniplaints or recom-
mendations to the Minister to take action
against any offenders for breachtes of thle Act,
arid if thle Minister has tailed to take seeh
action, the House is entitled to know of it.
I supported the umotion moved for the menm-
her for 'Fremnantle (Mr. .Jones) and I will
vote for this one. To-day apparently we ame
all out to get reputations for consistency.
Thle member for Mfenzies (Mr. Mluhlany) is
supporting the motion inl Order to be consis-
tent with his vote on a previous motion,
while his friend onl the right is opposing the
motion wish thle same object of achieving
consistency.

Mr. Mfullany: I never nmade that remark.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I did not say the bell.

member made any remark. I made it per-
fectly clear. In his attitude the lion. mem-
ber is quite consistent. He voted for the
previous motion and he will preserve his
consistency by voting for the present one,
while his friend on the right, having opposed



(13 FEBRUARY, 1918.] 385

thle previous motion, is also consistent in
opposing this one.

%fr. 'Mullany: And the leader of the Oppo-
sition is preserving consistency in voting
for this motion'.

Hon, P. COLLIER:- That is so. But while
we three will be consistent. I venture to say
that when the vote is taken there wfll be
ninny others inconsistent in their attitude.
However, I merely rose for the purpose of
pointing out that the neicutb wh ) wnve I t!)e
motion is entitled to the information asked
for. It is not going to cost £E1,000 to supply,
as one would iniagine from the remarks of
the opponents of the motion. An hour or
two of research by a junior clerk will sup-
ply all the information. Personally, I am
going to accept the Premier's lead on this
question and refuse the lead of his colleague,
,who is in direct antagonism to his chief.

M.%r. HOLMAN (Murehison-on aniend-
wuent) [7.52]: I1 was much surprised at the
attitude of the Honorar- 'Minister as con-
trasted with that of the Premier. Before
tea the 'Premier said lie would supply the in-
formation, hut after the tea adjournment
another 'Minister moved a vital amendment
to the inotion. It would be interesting to
know what transpired after we adjourned
-for tea.

Mr. SPEAKER: Was the hon. member in
his place when I made a suggestion' to the
Premier in regard to the motion?

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, and a i-cry significant
suggestion it was, because the amndnment
will havs the effect of defeating the motion;
it would be Just as well to throw out the
motion altogether, for there will be nothing
left of it. Af te r the Premier had in-
formed the House that lie would reluctantly
agree to the motion, a subordinate Minister
moved a direct amendment to the motion.
WVho is the real representative of the Goy-
erment in this regard? Is there a split in
the ministerial camip? There seems to have
been a shattering of the idols since tea. If
the amendment is carried it will be a direct
contradiction of the Premier's promise,
which was to give the infornmatioa to the
House. The Premier is in duty hound to
carry out that promise.

Hon. P. Collier: He must vote against the
a n iend ment.

Mr. HOLMVAN: Certainly he must, and if
the amendment is carried the only thing for
the Premier to do will be to hand over the
reins to the Honorary Minister.

M1r, MULLANY (Meuzies-on amend-
ment) [7.54]:. I will oppose the amendment
moved by the Honorary -Minister, At the
same tim~e I think the fact that a Minister
has had the courage to express his own
opinions against those of his leader reveals
the existence of a feeling that there, should
be more independence of thought sod not so
much servile following as we have had in the
past. I believe it would be in the best inter-
ests of the State if we had more indepen-
dence and less blind following of leaders.
This House is a deliberative assembly, and

-when a member brings forward any ques-
tion I cannot see why the fact that he is a
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memiber of the Ministry binds him to a
blind following of his leader in his pro-
nouncenent upon that question. This prac-
tice of blindly following leaders in Parlia-
muentary and political circles is largely res-
ponsible for the un satisfactory condition of
the finances to-day. So, although I wilt op-
p]ose the amendment, I hoeld that a Minister
or any member should have a perfect right
to express his own opinion in the House,
notwithstanding what his leader may have
promised.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy-
MNoore--on amnendment) [7.55]: The Honor-
ary Minister was quite within his rights in
moving the amendment. I informed the
House and the mover of the motion that I
would accept the motion en the understand-
ing that I Should give all the information
I could. It is inmpossible to give informa-
tion that cannot lie obtained. Some of this
inforniation n-lay not be obtainable to-day,
for the inquiry goes hack to 1904. 1 in-
formed the hon. member that I would sup-
ply all the information I could, and I am
quite prepared to acept the motion on that
understanding.

Iton. P. Collier: The -amendment declares
that you will give no information at all.

The PREMIER: No it does not. I recog-
nise that if paragraphs 2 and 3 are struck out
of the umotion the hon. member will really he
cut out entirely, but I gave the hon. mem-
ber the assurance that I would supply all
the available information. I accepted the
motion on that understanding. At the same
time, it will be left to mue to decide whether
there is in the available information any-
thing of a private or confidential character
which might place any individual in an in-
vidious position. It will he my right to see
that no person is so treated. All the infer-
mation desired by the bon. imember will be
given as far as possible.

'Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Then you oppose the
amendment.

The PREJMIER: 1 cannot vote for the
amendment; because in the first instance I
informed the House that I accepted the mo-
tion, and I am not going back on that un-
dertaking; I never had any idea of going
back on it.

Honm. W, C. ANG-WIN (North-East Fre-
mantle-on amendument) [8.0]: 1 am very
much surprised at the remarks of the Pre-
tier. lHe has been in Parliament as long
if not longcr than any member in the House
to-day and he must be aware of the fact
that the motion is in the possession of the
House, and you, Mr. Speaker, explained the
position very clearly before the tea adjourn-
nient. You pointed out, that the -Preniier
could not give what hie liked but he must
give what the motion asks for, if the mo-
tion is carried. If the Premier has not the
information he certainly cannot give it, but
the Prenier said, in the first instance, that
it wvould take too long to get the informa-
tion. But I will not say more than that
because it may give the Premier a hint.
I ant surprised at the action of the Premier
because we are in a difficult position. A
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member asks for certain information and the
Premier agrees to give that information.
Then another member of the Cabinet moves
anl amendment and there is almost a split iu
the Cabinet. I hope the muotion wil] be car-
ried. I shall vote with thle Premier on this
occasion.

Amendment put and negatived.
Question put and passed.

Resolved that motions be continued.

PAPERS-DRAc;E VERSUS THE CROWN.
AJotion by -,%r. Maley, ''That all papers inl

connection with Drage versus the Crown be
laid en the Table of the Rouse," read.

Mr. SPEAKER. Before the hon. member
moves the mnotion, 1L would ask him to give
the House an assurance that the case spoken
of in the motion is not before any law court
at the present tume.

Mr. MALEY: I cannot give you that as-
surance, MNr. Speaker. The case is the sub-
ject of an appeal to the High Court.

Mr. SPEA.K R: Then it is before the
court and 1. shall have to rule the motion out
of order. In doing so I should like to refer
members to page 278 of ''May,'' eleventh
edition, which reads as follows: -

A matter, whilst uinder adjudication by
a court of law, should not be brought be-
fore the House by a motion or- otherwise.

I must rule tile motion out of order under
these conditions.

Mr. MfALFEY: With the permission of the
Fouse, I wvish to aniend the motion to read-

''That in the opinion of this House the
ailva:nees made under the fIdustries Assist-
an-ce Act to S. L. Binges wvere not in the
best interests of tile State.''
':lr. SPEAKFE: 3lay "I ask the hon. Mein]-

her wvhat connectioni S. L. Burges has with the
motion? r5 hie before the couirt; is lie a
party?

Mr. 'MALEY: S3. L. Burges is an assisted
stler undler the Industries Assisane Act.

Mr, SPEAK ER: Then tlhe motion would
conic under the ruling that I have read. I
cannot accept the motion.

IRETUR-N - RAILWAY PARES AN D
FREITITS, SECTIONAL RFJTUIIN.

Mr. STUBEBS (-Wagin) [8.5]: T move-
''That a return be laid upon the Table

of the House showing (1) The revenlue arid
exp-enditure for passenger and coaching
traffic onl thle (Governument 'Railways for the
year ended .30th .Tune. 1016 (a) on iiietro-
pelitan-snbbn section;- (b) on traffic
from last-minent ioned area to the country;
(c) ass traffic froni time country to stations
and sidings wherever sitnated. (2) Same
particulars as regrards the goods, live stock,
and uiiscellaneous traffic.''

T wish it to be clearly and distinctly under-
stoodl that I do sot miove this motion with the
object of harassing the Government in any
share or form. I dleemi it my duty to call the
attention of the House to the unbhmsinesslike
methods adopted by this. huge spending de-
partment. It is co mmon knowledge through-

out the State that, in order to try and bring
thle expenditure and revenue of this great die-
partiuent much closer than has been the ease
duriug the past two or three years, the Coiii-
missioner proposes to increase fares and
freights. iNly objiect in asking members to
agree to the motion is that the taxpayers of
the State shall be in possession of the in-
formation, and it will enable them, and also
nmembers, to judge of the reasons why the
£1500,000 deficit forecasted in the working or
this year's railways will take place. The re-
turn, if supplied, will show the extent of this
public utility. First, the motion asks for the
revenue and expenditure on the mesropoli-
tan-suburban section, then the traffic fromt
the metropolitan-suburban area to the coun.
try, and the traffic from the country to
stations and sidings wherever situated. In
the railways, as I said before, we
have rhe greatest earning and spending
depaitment of. thme State. Annually a
report is published by thle Commlissioner
and from the report it is absolutely im-
piossible for menihers; to get the information
for whirls 'I ami asking. I claim that this iii-
formiation is fndamuentahly necessary before
anyone call conssider equitably the msatter of
fares and freights and( the railway financial
policy . its any p.rivate business coiiecrn, by
a glance at the balance sheet anly layman
can in two or three minutes pick out which
departmiens of the trading concern is paying
anut which is losing. By the railway report
which is before members it wrill bie seen at a
glanice that an elaborate systemi of account-
ancy is followed. But the tabiles. on pages
ti,5 to 9.5 are absolutcly at no use. _At all
events~s, any i-ember of the House can easily
see that thle time spent in preparing these re-
turns would be more profitably ezuliv ed ini
the direction whichi I hisse indicated., I defy
any person who reads the Commissioner 's re-
Iort. which is pishlisliel annually at huge cost,
to deny mly assertion, or to understand- how
ts trading cunecrn is being voLoluctedl,

whether onl S01u11 financial lines or otherwise.
While saqyinlg this, it is only* fair for nie to
p'oint out that, if thle Commissioner was told
to-morrow by the Arbitration Court to in-
crease by another £30),000) the wages of
his staff, he is hound by Act of Par-
lisnuent to coniply. Therefore, to give
another £ 50,000 to his mcmi it is
necessary for him, if bis accounts are
to blance, to pass this ausount on., nI I nam
sure an increase of fares and freights is
bound to conic and will be passed on, I
want to place these fares and feights onl the
shiumiders of those best able to hear them,
If the Conimissioner 's object is to imncrease
the bunrden of taxation to the people ait the
furthest end of the goldfields. or in the back-
bloc-ks towns, such -is there are in Western
Auistralia, agricultural centres 200 or .3n0
miles from the roast. T can assure muembers
the object the Conimissioner has iii view of
increasing his revenue is going to I-e dle-
feated. and for this reason. The war, dluring
the' las9t two or three years, has taken away
sousne of the best manhood of the State in dic-
fence of the thug, and ninny of thoqe hrave
men have left behind theum, especially, in the
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ctoiaitry districts dependanits, wives and young
children, and any hon. member representing a1
country constituency can bear out my state-
neut. During the last two or three years, it

is regrettable to have to say it, owing to the
increase in the cost of living, a, number of
families have migrated from tbe country to
the capital. This is not in the best interests,
of the State and as long as that migration
contianres this courtry can never be pros-
pierous. The Government will assure-dy hav-e
to consider the matter of fares and freights
iii a very short time, and I would like Incu-
hers to agree to the motion standing iii my
namue, The information was asked for in
tnother place quite recently and refused, anid
one of the grounds for refusal was this, if I
may be permitted to read a letter written by
the Colonial Secretary. He says-

You asked me in the Legislative Council
to supply the House wvith certain details of
railway revenue and expenditure. In reply,
I stated that to obtain the information
asked for would necess4itate the employment
of three extra clerks for a month, at a cost
of between £411 and] £50, arid that if you
still desired the information you Might
move for a return. We were then almost at
the end of the session, and in conversation
'told you I would endeavour to obtain thle

particulars for you. Tme Oornmissioner of
Railways now states that in any ease, even
if this expenditure were incurred, the re-
turn would not be accurate, and adds that
it has always been the practice to refuse to
supply similar information.
The 'Minister for Works: That is correct.
'Mr. STUBBS: I do not know if it is

correct, or not. It is not going to satisfy me.
-If half of the trouble taken to prepare the
good-for-nothing tables in the report was em-
ployed in preparing particulars as to fares
and freights to country towns, it would have
a good result. The Colonial Secretary winds
tip the letter by saying that he regrets he
cannot give the hon. member who asks for
the information anyr satisfaction. I fail to
see any reason why the work cannot be done
at a nominal cost. Ani elimination of a great
part of the annual report conld with advant-
age be effected, and the work that I have in-
dicated would, I ani sure, guide hon. membe-rs
very largely in the discussion that is sure to
take place when the matter of increased fares
nd freights comes before us. Any hion. mem-
her who sees the straits into which the rail-
,ways of the State will have fallen in the mat-
ter of finances at the end of the year, and sits
idly by and does not take a hand in endear-
onring to put his finger upon the spots that
are weak, will not be doing his duty, and I
feel sure that the good sense of hon. members
will be sufficient to induce them to support me
in this reasonable request.

Mr. Holman: What are you going to ac-
complish by this returnl?

Mfr. STU'BBS: If we get the information
it will place bon, members in a position to put
their finger upon the leakages.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: Why have You gone
back to 1916; because the fertiliser rates arc
knocked off?

Mr. STUBiBS: These have nothing to do
with it. The Treasurer estimates that during
the current 12 umouths tbere will be a defici-
eney between the railway revenue and expen-
diture of £iiuO,OOO.

lifon. P. C:ollier: That includes interest and
sinking fundl.

Mr. ST UBBS: I claini that the railways
are carried on, as the Commissioner also says,
as a business concern, and the Comumissioner
is expected to make the revenue and expendi-
tnre meet.

Mr. Holman: Will von close tip sidings
whicht are, not paying?

iMr. STUBBS. I am not going to be side-
tracked by any hon. member. Mfy motion does
not say that we are going to close anything,
nor do I suggest the closing of anything.

Mr. Holmnan: I am merely asking for in-
formation.

Mr. STUBBS: Although the closing of sid-
ings has nothiLag to do with the motion, I will
inform the House that 12 months ago at a
certain town on the Great Southern there were
two station-mastors employed at a railway
station, and they had been employed there for
many years. On a certain day in July the
Railwaty Commissioner suddenly decided that
the station should he closed uip, and turned
into an unattended siding. Of course there
was great indignation, because it was not a
siding which was going back, and was indeed
a thriving agricultural centre. The Commis-
sioner suddenly found out that the station was
not paying, but he could easily have done so
earlier. He could have decided that two men
w'ere not necessary and that one could have
done the work. I never can understand why, at
five minutes' notice, so to speak, the siding
was closed up, and the two officers and all
the paraphernalia of a railway station re-
moved.

Lion. P. Collier: If you had called for
national volunteers someone might have been
found to attend to the station.

Mr. STUBS: I am coming to that point.
It was suggested that a returned soldier should
be appointed. A public meeting was held at
the centre, and a deputation camec to Perth,
to ascertain why this drastic step had been
taken by the Commissioner without reasonable
notice being given to the people inteiested.
The Coin inissioner, I believe, told the
depnitation that, on the ground of
economy, he was going to clIosRe U p
quite a number of other stations o f
a similar nature. I know there are several
stations along the Great Southern, which do
not handle anything like the husiness that this
particular station did, and yet these stations
are still being manned by officers. The Rail-
way Commissioner was informed by the roads
board that they would, dluring the few slack
months, pay in advance for the services cither
of a slation-inaster or a porter. The Coin-
massioner, howev-er, point-blank refused their
requnest, on the jrouad that it would establish
a dangerous precedent. The Commissioner
offered, as an alternative, that if the people
down there were so anxious to have a nian at
the station, they could appoint one them-
selves and pay his salary, and that he could
have the use of the quarters.
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lHon. P. Collier: Probably the Commissioner
would charge rent for these quarters.

Mr. STUBBS: But the Commissioner would
take no responsibility in connection wvith any
of the goods handled either daily or nightly
by this officer. The people refused to pay the
salary of a man unless the Commissioner
accepted responsibility for the receipt andi de-
livery of parcels. Although this motion does
not go into the question of the economical
management of the railways, f claim that many
economies could be practised in the depart-
meat without impairing its efficiency. A good
many of the pages of this annual report could
easily be dlone without, and better business
methods adopted so that hon. members could
intelligently interpret the balance sheet or the
annual report that is presented to them. I
have no desire to harass the Commissioner or
the Mlinister in any way, but think I have
good ground for moving this motion, and
believe that I shall receive the support of
members of the House.

The AMT4TSTER FOR RAILWAYS (HOn.
C. A. .Fudson-Yilgarn) [8.231: It is with
some degree of dimfidenee that I rise to speak
on a mnotion such as this, after what has Oe-
curred this afternoon and evening, relating to
another mnotion of a similar kind. I do not
desire to repeat the admonition administered
to the member for Sussex by the Premier.

Mr. Stubbs: I can stand all that.
The ITNISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I ant

not disposed to do it, At the same time the
hoil. miember was hardly fair

lion. P. Collier: I ant sure our consistency
will be gone this time.

The MN\ITSTER FOR 'RAILWAYS: Whent
he introduced into the debate in support of his
motion matters of personal grievance relating
to lparticnlar localities. Tt has been said dur-
ing the last few days that the 'Minister of
Railways was overloaded. I think the hon.
member has overloaded his motion altogether.
I would remind himl that similar requests have
been made, as pointed out by the Colonial
Secretary to the Hion. 11. Stewart, and have
been refused by all Governments. The hon-
member has criticised the report which is
prepared and presented to Parliament by the
Commissioner of Railways. That report is
ordered to be produced] by Act of Parliament.
The Commissioner was appointed under the
Railways Act of 1904, and is required to pre-
pare and present to Parliament anl annual re-
port. That annual report has been accepted
by Parliament ever since the year 1904-5, andl
it has beeo practically in the same form as
it is presented to-day.' It is presented
in this form because it synchuonises
with the reports of other countries, and
comparisons can be madec as to the rela-
tive degrees of success Of railway Manage-
ment in different places. In moving his mo-
tion the hon. member doubtless had in mind
a very excellent motive, but must remember
that to a large extent his requirements are
already set out in the report. If he will go
carefully through that report he will find a
mass of information for which he now asks,
although it may not he in the form required,
and he may have some dliffleulty in searching
for it, and finding it in the same way that a

man acquainted with railway managemient
would do. One of the reasons why I have.
to object to this Motion is on the score of ex-
pense. To prepare this infonsation. would

nieed not only an army of clerks for itonths,
but it would necessitate practically the whole
of the books of the railways being re-audited
for the year 1910.

lion. P. Collier: It is utterly impossible to,
vr1 it.

The MNJSTER FOR RAILWAYS: it,
would be very costly to furnish, and it would
be impossible to give the information with
any degree of accuracy. The overheadl
charges could only be distributed be-
tween the various traffis by guess.
work, and that would be unsatisfac-
tory and nmight lead to conclusions be-
ing drawn which were not accurate. In-
deed, such informiation might mislead the.
Hfouse altogether in coining to a determina-
tion on the subject suggested by the motion.
The Colonial Secretary pointed this out to the
lion. RC. Stewart in his letter, which u-as readT
by the member for Wagia (M1r. Stubbs). I
would ask the hon. member to reconsider his
proposal iii the light of what [ have just
stated. If the lion. member will miake ai care-
ful perusal of the report suipplied by the Comn-
mnissioner he will get such information as will
help him in determining that upon which he-
desires to satisfy himself, and wilt in this
woy save the country some expense.

Mfr. THO?/ISOX (Katanning) [8.30]:1
have much pleasure in seconding the nmotion.
To-night we have heard a good deal about
consistency; and .I naturally expect that the
leader of the Opposition, having taken some-
miembers on this side to task on that score,
will support the present motion, just as lie dud'
thme previous motion.

Hon. P. Collier: I shiall exhibit my~ couusist-
ency by opposing this motion.

'Mr. THOMSON: The motion is of vital
importance to the country at thme present time.-
We have had an intimation from the present
Government that it is proposed to increase rail-
wvay fares and freights; and] that is a matter
seriously affecting the country districts. The
old haphazard "method of simply saying that
railway freights and fares shall he increasecd
by 5 per cent.-

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the hion.
member is in order in disemulssing proposedl
increases in railway freights and fares on this
motion.

Mr. THfOMSON.\: I am endeavouring to give
m~y reasons for supporting the motion. The
information which would be available from
the return asked for would afford members an
opportunity of coming to a conclusion whether
the proposals of the Railway Department are
reasonable and just. I have been consistent.
Ia 1915 1 dealt with this question, and en-
deavoureAl to arrive at the amount of mioney
expended on metropolitan1 and country areas
in this respect. I fiurther drew the attention
of the House to the curious anomaly that those
people who travelled 12 miles on country rail-
ways paid Is. ld., while those who were for-
tunate enough to reside in the metropolitan
areat paid only Is. 2dI. for a similar distance.
and, actually, onl three dlays per week travelled
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that distance for H~d. 'Moreover, metropolitan
residents have much more comfortable trains
and a much More efficient service. I do not
for a moment say that they shouldl not have
those facilities; but the Commissioner's re-
port for the year 1915 contains the statement
that suburban traffic was being carried at a
loss.

Hon. W. C Angwin: That is wrong,
M.%r. THOMSON: He made that direct state-

ment.
The Mlinister for Railways: For what year

was that?
M1r. THOM.%SON: The year 3915.
The Mlinister for itajiways: Fares in the

metropolitan area have been increased since
then.

Mr. THOM1SON: But not to the rate that.
people in the country districts have to pay.
Let me read to the House what the Commis-
sioner stated-

In the ease of the suburban traffic ihe
difficulty is that full loads for complete
train journeys are out of thme question, with
the consequence that the receipts derived
from thle very low fares paid by those who
fill the train for a small portion of its run
are not sufficient to cover the cost of the
complete run to its terminus.

I presume the Commissioner knows more about
the inner workings of the railway system than
does any mnember of this -House.

lion. W. C. Angwin: That you have gone
back three years.

Mr. THOM.NSON: I venture to say the same
position obtains to-day.

R-on. WV. C. Angwvin: I say it does not.
11r. THOSI SON: Time member for N2orth-

East Fremantle makes a bald assertion, of
-which he has no proof.

Hfon. WV. C. Angwin: Yes, I have.
Mr. THOMSON: Thle proof to me will be

provided by the return here asked for, if it
is providled at all. Should the position yrove
to be as the member for North-East Fremantle
has stated, then certainly we On thle Cross
benches will he satisfied. I trust the House
will support the demand for the required in-
formation. I appeal to goldfields members
for support, because the raising of railway
fteights and fares will mean that their con-
stituents wtill pay more than their Just share.
The people of the metropolitan area have had
greater privileges and advantages in the mat-
ter of railway travel than the residents of the
hack country. If it is the intention of the
Government to increase railway fares and
freights, then I say in all earnestness that the
burden should be placed equally on the shout-
ders of all the people. Let hon. members view
the increases made by the previous Adminis-
tration. That Government increased railway
freights by 10 per cent.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: Which increase you
supported.

Mr. THOMISODN: I did not. I protested
against it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You did support it.
You turned dlog just at election time.

Mr. THO-MSON: 'I have always protested
against the action of the Government in in-
creasing railway freights and fares. I do not
wishi to digress from the motion; but vve have
new members in the House, aind upon them I

Wish to impress the object or the mover and
myself in bringing forward this motion. We
are desirous of ascertainingwhether the burden
of taxation placed upon the community through
the Railway Department is being distributed
justly and equitably. We are not able to ar-
rive at a conclusion on that point from the
information available in the Railway Conmmis-
sioner 's report. True, the report is a valuable
document, and I ant pleased that we hav-e it.
tilI, it dloes not give all the information re-

quired. The Minister has stated that the re-
port does give all the information required.
I have studied this question closely, and I
have not been able to obtain from the Rail-
way Commissioner's report the information
sought for by this motion. The Mfinister has
further said that the question is one of ex-
pence; that he objects to this motion be-
cause to obtain the information will mean
putting onl an army of '-lerks. There appears
to have been a remarkable change of opinion
in the Railway Dlepartment. fn a letter writ-
ten by thme Colonial Seeretary only a few weeks
ago, it was stated, presumably onl tile au-
thoritv of the Railway Department, that to
obtain the required information would cost about
£.50. Nowv the Mlinister for Railways warns tine
House that it will cost the country a large
amount of money for an army of clerks. The
Railway Department ought to he in a position
to give this informaition, Which wel have a,
right to demnd in the interests of the State
and espec-ially iii the interests of the country
districts. I will not labour the question,
upon which .1 have spoken befo-e in this,
House. But I do as9sert that when thle Rail-
way Department lpropose to increase freights
and fares, care should be taken that the bur-
dlen shall be distributed over all the citizens
equally, that the burden shall not be thrown
almost entirely on the luau whio has gone into
the back blocks to blaze the track.

AMr. Hfolnman: Will you oppose any increases
in railway charges oia the people outback?

11r. THOMSON: The matter is one affect-
ing not only my electors, not only the whole of
the farming community, but also the whole of
the goldfields community. It is just as vitally
important to the constituency which the hon.
niember interjcting represents or misrepre-
sents, as to mine. i opoiinrati

Mr. Green: Thereisn prvio ints
motion tot the goldfields.

Mr. THOM.NSON: Let the member for Eat-
goorlie refer to paragraph 1 of the motion-

The revenue and expenditure for passen-
ger and] Coaching traffic on the Government
railways for the year ended the 30th June,
1916, (a) on the metropolitan-suburban sec-
tion; (b) on traffic from the last mnentionetd
area to the country.

If the goldfields are not in the country, where,
are they?

Mr. Green: The goldields are the whole
country.

.%fr. THOMISON: Then, what is the hon.
member complaining about? I look with con-
fidence to the member for Kalgoorlie and?
other members representing the goldfields to
Support this motion

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [8.40]: 1 have
raised this subject myself twice previously
in this House; but, unfortunately, on those
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occasions I was unable to enlist the support
of members who are now so strenuous in their
ai-ocacy in obtaining this return.

Mr. Thomson: Surely you canl suipport the
obtaining of the return now.

M\r. GREEN: I like consistency. Abo ve
all, I like honesty. I doubt whether a re-
turn applying to 3910 is the return which
this House and the country require. If a re-
turn is requited, it should be for the latest
year, 1917.

Mr. Stubhs: Make it 1917, then.
Mr. GREEFN: If the mover is prepared to

alter his motion in that particular, I shall
be prepared to support him.

Mr. Stubbs: Mlove an amendment.
Mr. GREEN: I recognise that I have been

told by previous Administrations, including a
Labour Government, that it -vas practically
a matter of impossibility to obtain these re-
turns,

Mr. Thomnson: Why should it bet
Mr. GREEN: I admit at once that the

amount of work involved] in the preparation
of a return of this character would be ini-
niense. It is only fair to make that admnis-
sion. 'When we hear a chiorus to that effect
from members occupyiag, or who have occu-
pied, the Treasury bench, we most recognise
that there is a great deal of force behind
tihe argument. What we hare to consider to-
night is whether the benefit to this House
and to the country from the preparation of
the return would be commensurate with the
cost. On the principle of what is right and
what seems good business, from a purely
commnercial point of view, it has struck me
in the past, and it strikes me now-without
being in a position to know the eost of the
prepfItration of the return-that no business
concern such as Eons or Foy & Gibson , or
any other large coinnrcial undertaking in this
town, but is in a position to tell the cost achi
department is bearing in overhead charges.
To nme it seems absurd to suggest that an
astute business man, like Mr. Boa;, for in-
stance, would not be able to arrive at what,
say, the land agency portion of his business
was costing and was returning. And simi-
larly throughout the dozen and one branches
of his business. The same thing applies to
Foy & Gibson, and to the large mines On the
goldfieldLs,

The Minister for Works: The eases are
quite different.

Mr. GREEN: I am prepared to admit that
the analogy cannot be very close.

The 'Minister for Works: There is no
an alogy at all.

Mr. GREEN: I claim there is some an-
alogy; and to me it seems peculiar that the
'Railway Department are the only business
undertaking in the State to say that returns
of this character cannot be supplied.

Mr, Smith: The department would do as
theyv bare done on previous occasions, and
guess ait the information.

Mfr. GREEN: I am inclined to think, mnore-
over, that in the large railway systems of the
United Kingdom and the United States,
which are privately owned, the managers
know to a penny-

The Minister for Works: How do they get
at the information?

Mr. GREEN: I say, the managers know to
a penny what each section of their lines is
costing to work and what revenue it is earn-
ig.

The Minister for Works: Admitting that
they do know, how do they get at it?

Mr. GREEN: If certain lines are opened
for the development of this countryand if we
fimnd from these sectional returns that suck
lines are being run at a cost so much above
time revenue they are earning, that in itself
would furnish the best of -arguments for hav-
ing the information supplied to the House.
With that information hon. members would
be able to say whether it is judicious to con-
tinue running a particular line.

The Minister for Works: Do you know
that that information is contained in the
Comnmissioner's reports

Mir. GREEN: I know that that informna-
tion is given by the Commissioner's report
in regard to spur lines. But that fact only
supports me in my argument, and buttresses
my contention that the information asked
for by this motion should be supplied. If it
is possible to supply such information with
regard to the small spur lines, it should be
accessible in respect of the whole of the rail-
wuy system of Western Australia. If the
Minister convinces the House by means of
figures front the department or something of
a definite character that it is impossible to
furnish this return without incurring an ex-
penditure of £50,000 or £60,000, I anm pre-
pared to let it drop, but until that informa-
tion is supplied I shall support the motion,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. Oeorge-Murray-Wellington) [8.48): The
hon. member who has just sat down has re-
ferred to the railway companies in Great
Britain and America and declared that they
knew to a fraction of a dollar or a shilling
how they stood. That is perfectly true, but
perhaps the hon. inenmber does not know that
in America and England and also on the Con-
tinent there is an establishment which is abso-
lutely independent of the'railways, and which
is created for the purpose of apportioning
the amount of expenditure- to be charged
against individual lines. Take the companies
in England, such as the Great Western, the
North Western, the Midland, the London
and Brighton and others: all interchange
traffic not only with passengers hut with
freight, and it is the business of the clearing
houses to follow every article of traffic, whether
it be goods or passenger, and apportion to
the individual railway companies the amount
due to them.

Mr. Green: That must be more complex than
our system.

Thme INISTER FOR WORKS: The men
employed in those clearing houses are the high-
est paid railway officials of the world. They
are all specialists nnd the information they
require is supplied to them by station masters
and others, and their business is to dissect it
and locate it. The hon. member might ask
whether this could not be done in this State.
It could be done if the State were prepared
to pay for it. If Parliament were satisfied
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that the result would be conmmensurate with
the cost it would be done. Let me explain to
lion, members what happens now. Someone
books at Fremantle for Bolgart. It seems
a very easy matter to locate that fare, but
let me tell hon. members how the fare is made
up. A portion of it is charged under what is
known as suburban rates. Another portion
is charged under what is known as extra-
suburban rates. Then another por-
tion is charged as far as Clackline on the main
line and then on the small section there is
another charge. Practically the same thing
has to be done with regard to freight. The
amiount of labour which would be involved in
following up freight in the same way can be
imagined. It would take an army of men to
do0 it.

Hon. P. Collier: And it would hie of no value
v. hen you got it.

The MIN'ISTER FOR WVORK1(: That is a
matter of opinion. If bon. members will turn
to pages 82 to SO of the Railway ('onmis-
sioner 's latest report they will find there ain
analysis of the whole of the transactions in
connection with time individual stations, and
there is not only a classification of thme traffic.
but there is also given the earnings of hei
different stations. The hen. member u-ill say
that that is nil right, but it only tells iis of
the freight that goes from the stations; it
does not tell us where it goes. Tme fact might
be considered that there are about 500 stations
in Western Australia, and if an analysis is
required to show where every particle. of traffic
goes, a considerable amount of book keeping
will have to be (lone. Perth sends away to
these .500 stations, and all those stations
would require to enter all these
things uip and malke an analysis.
It is the greatest difficulty in the
world-at any rate it was so when T was
Commissioner for Railways-to get men at
railway stations to keep books with anything
like the accuracy which hon. members wouldl
expect.

Mr. Maley: This matter has been referred
to the railway people and they say the cost
of the preparation of the return wom'd not
he morn than £40.

The M1INiSTER FOR WVORKS: T will deal
with that later. Let mec go on to explain the
difficulty thme railways have with their enm-
ployees. The men start as porters and cleaners.
and eventually they work themselves ap until
they pass an acconunts examination, an d
they become night officers and then offic-ers
in charge. T would ask any' commercial mqai
if lie considered that to he enough training
to enable any' one of these men to keep

a set of books on the double entry
system. Hon. members know well that these
men could not do it. Yet we would ash those
men to keep separate accounts and p-repare

-alyes; for us which in older countries are,
entrusted to experts. It has been statedl that
the preparation of this return would cost £40.
I have always stated that these returns '-an
be furnished if the State is prepared to pay7
the cost, hut in my opinion the eoi-t is pro-
hibitive, and it will be far and away beyond
any usefulness which the return will serve.
In the memorandum about the £40 'I aol eer-

tamn that neither the Commissioner nor any
other man could get the accounts of the rail-
ways for 12 months analysed f or anything like
£E40 or even ten times £40. 1 do not think
thle records of the department would permit
of the information being given accurately. It
is a tact that the Commissioners of Australia
have recognised that for all practical purposves
the present system of accounts is adequate.
The umeomber for Wagin is desirous of seeing
if he can locate where the losses on the rail-
ways occur; if they are in the suburban area
well and good, and if they are in the country
areas well and good. In an appendix to his
report the Conmmissioner for Railways shows
that the various spur lines of the State in
the year ended SUth June, 1917, incurred a
loss of something like E80, 000.

Mr. Stubbs: It must take uip a lot of time
to p~repare that schedule.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORIKS: There is
not so much in that schedule. It is not easy
to separate the different portions of the main
line. I am quite satisfied that if the Commnis-
sine- could furnish this inforumation he
would gladly do so. I would not object to
supply'ing it if I were Commissioner of Rail-
ways, hut to give an accurate statement sucht
as is desired will involve an enormous ex-
pienditure and the returns we would get
would not justify that expenditure.

Mr. Johnston: Are you sure the inform a.
tion is not there?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It was not
there in my time. and if it is there now I see
no reason why the Commissioner should desire
to withhold it.

The -Minister for 'Railways: It is not there.
The MINISTER FOR -WORKS: So far as

1. am concerned I have always been prepared
to give all the informiation, possible to Parlia-
meot. In fact the complaint against me is
that 1 have given too much.

'Mr. Harrison: What is the umeaning of the
table on page 97 of the Commissioner's ire-
port? Does it refer to traffic in and out?

The )[TINISTER FOR WORKS: I am see-
ing this return for the first time. So far as
I can judge, it is simply a return of traffic
that has gone from the terminus to where it
joins the other line. If the other return is
taken, it nwill be found that it is all outwards
traffic.

Mr. Harrison: Both nways, I take it.
The MlINISTIER FOR WORKS:. No, I do

not think so.
M1r, STEWART (Claremont) [9.1]: 1

am in accord with the attitude adopted by the
Minister f or Railways and the 'Miniister for
Works. I do not think we could attach mouch
value to a statement showing particulars to
the end of June, 1917; and because of the in-
herent lack of accuracy about a return of
that nature, I must voice my opposition to the
motion. I think we should wait until we hear
something of the Government 's policy in re-
gard to railway freights and passenger fares,
and not impose upon 'Ministers an expense
which, if the return is to be of any valuie,
would be quite incommensurate with the in-
formation it afforded. An analysis extend-
ing over a period of 12 months would nces-
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sarily create anl atmosphere of considerable
difficulty. if hon. memibers desire this infor-
mation at all timles in thle year, nothing wilt
mneet it but the creation of a new sub-depart-
inent in the Railways. As has been shown by
the Minister for Works, the practice of the
Old Country, where the system, is more coin-
pies, renders it necessary to employ a large
number of mn of expert capacity and know-
ledge, because of the interchange of traffic.
Holw, may I ask, are we going to reconcile the
figures which are to be produced relating to
goods traffic from the country? Row are we
going to allocate that traffic to each Station,
except under such a scheme as the Minister
for Works has outlined? This return, to be
of any guidance whatever to those who seek
to place the railways on a payable basis and
miake thle sections and the community pay
their proper contributions to the upkeep of the
railways, must be correct, and it is inadvis-
able that the House should be expected to
discuss the question of railway fares from a
return which tbe Minister baa said must
necessarily be inaccu rate, and, at best, canl
only be guess work. For one, I would decline
to take part in aiiy discussion which could
lead to nowhere on a return shown to be so
inaccurate.

Mr. Thomson: How can you say whether
the proposed incereases are just if you do not
know what has obtained in the past?

Mr, STEWART-. The management of the
railways is entrusted to a Commissioner and
1 take it, until the House determines other-
wise, that Commissioner will be allowed to
manage the railways.

Mr. Thomson: The Governmient have ex-
pressed their intention to increase freights;
surely we have a right to discuss that.

Mr. STEWART: It is for the Government
to declare their policy, and thereafter, if it is
desired by the House, to create a new depart-
ment in the railways to provide this infor-
mation. Let us do it then. But I submit we
ecnnpt expect any information which would
assist us, or at least mtyself, in my contribu-
tion to the debate on railway freights and
fares. I think hon. members will be placed
in the same position when they look more
fully into this question. I am in sympathy
with the -Minister tar Railways in the attitude
hie has adopted. I submit that already the
time of Ministers, and the revenue of the
country, are sufficiently taxed in the presenta-
tion of this sort of information in answer to
questions and mnotions served up to us from
dlay to day. I enter a protest against the
passing of the motion.

Mr. STUBBS (Wagin-in reply) [9.61: 1
ant very much surprised at the remarks that
haive fallen from the hbms. member who has
just sat down, seeing that lie represents a
intropolitan-suburhan electorate; yet, after
fill perhaps, I ought not to expect anything
else from himi. I isagree entirely with the
Minister for Railways and the 'Minister for
-Works. Either their views are incorrect, or
aimother member of the Cabinet has heen mis-
informed on the question. A few weeks ago
the Colonial Secretary read a letter in which
lie stated that the information I am asking
for would cost from £40 to £50. To-night thp

Minlister for Wo~rks told the House that it
wrould cost hundreds of pounds, and even then
would bie inaccurate. I maintain that the in-
formsation rdesire can be obtained, notwith-
standing anything thle Minister for Works has
said. In 1915 the member for Katanninig
(Mr. Thomson), speaking on the Railway Es-
timates, quoted the Commissioner's report as
follows:-

In the case of the suburban traffic, the
difficulty is that full[ toads for complete
railway journeys are out of the questio n,
with the consequence that thle receipts de-
rived from the very low fares paid by those
who fill the train for a small portion. of the
run are not suficient to cover the cost of
the complete run to the termniuas.

The hon. memiber went on to say-
The Premier was good enough to let me
have the return I asked for, and it may be
news to moembers to know that in the metro-
politan. area the nmiber of passengers
travelling within the inner suburban area
last year was 13,280,380, and in the outer
suburban area 103,677.

If a return of that nature can be obtained
Without much cost, I fail to see the objection
of the Minister for Railways to usy motion.
With the staff the railways have, the work
wrould not entail anything like the 'expenditure
that time Minister tried to mnake the Hfouse be.
liove. I ami led to the conclusion that the
Commissioner does not wish to supply the
ligures. Onl tine question of the managerial
control, I must say that the annual report of
the railways is very convincing. We have
owned the tranmways for the last four years.
Four years ago the p~rofit on the trainways
was a little over 4 per cnt.; it has now
dwindled to .77 per cent.

The Minister for Railways: Have you read
the Conmsssoner's report in that respect?

Mr. STUBB3S: Yes, I have read the whole
of the report.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not in
order in discus9sing tramways.

Mlr. STUBBS: T maintain that this is a
question affecting every country member of
thle Houise. In onthack towns, 300 or 400 miles
away, any increase in railway freights or fares
will cripple industries. Therefore, every
inember representing a country constituteacy
should Support the mlotion.

The Minister for Railways: Does it not de-
pearl on the manner in which the increases are
imposed ?

'Mr. S TUBES: I still maintain that the in-
formation I ask for will not cost the amount
of money 'Ministers have alleged. I am going
to press the motion, and I hope that bon.
members will agree that the information asked
for is likely to he of such value to themn as
will enable them to deal intelligently with the
question. of increased railway freights when
they cone Lil for discussion.

Question lint and a division. taken with the
following result:-

Ayes .. . . .. 19
Noes .. .. . .. 24

-Majority against . 5
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Question thus negatived.

10T ION-PREMNANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST WAR SURTAX.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.15]: 1 move-

''That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that the following words contained
in Regulation 115A, made by the Fremiantle
Harbour Trust on the 10th August, 1917,
namely, 'when it shall be re-enacted or dis-
continued as circumstances dictate in the
discretion of the Commissioners,' and
passed by His Excellency the Governor in
Council on the 17th August, 1917, be
struck out from the said regulations.''

I w%,old point out that from what I can gather
a mistake has been made in regard to the
regulation which has been placed on the Table
of the House dealing with the imposition of a
surtax. I have no desire to take exception to
such a surtax, as I believe this is a charge that
has been put on since the war in almost every
port throughout Australia. My contention in
the matter is, however, that the Harbour Trust
Commissioners in imposing this surtax endeav-
onred to get something into the regulation
giving them complete control so far as that
surtax was concerned. The proper method for
the Harbour Trust to adopt, if they wished to
alter the charges or to continue the charges
made under the regulation, is that they
should approach the Governor-in-Council for
the purpose of making new regulations to re-
enact or continue any charge additionally
made, so far as the Trust is concerned. Such
regulation has to be placed on the Table of
the House in the proper manner, in order to
give hon. members an opportunity of opposn
it if they so desire, or approving of it. Von.
members will notice that in this regulation,
which was made on the 10th August, 1917,
these words are added to it, ''when it shall be
re-enacted or discontinued as circumstances

NOES.

dictate in the discretion of the Commission-
ers.'' NO regulation governing any
other public body, that is, a senn-
Government institution, gives such power
or discretion in regard to charges which
are made. The position to-day is that, though
this is probably not being done, a regulation
has been made to continue the surtax as from
the 31st December, 1917. 1 drew the attention
of the Colonial Secretary to the matter, andi
pointed out to him that a definite date must
be set down when legislation of this kind
shall expire, and a Bill must be brought
in for it to continue longer if this
is desired. [ pointed out that this
power was obtained by the Commissioners
without the approval of the Government, and
that they could at any time discontinue the
riarges of 20 per cent., whether the Govern
nient desired this to be done or not. I "loin-
tamn that the Government should have the say
so far as these charges are conernelNo
special board mantlaging a semi-Government do-
partnwnt, sim~ilar to the Harbour Trust, should
have full power and right to say whether :ny
charges should be curtailed] or not. The mnat-
ter should be left entirely in the hands of the
Governor-in-Council. that is the Government
in control for the time being. That is my
reason for moving that these words be deleted
from the regulation which was made. I be-
lieve the intention was, in making the new re-
gulation, that only the words ''the regulation
made on 10ith August, 1917, should be con-
tinued to a certain (late" should be re-nacted.
In re-enacting this they have re-enacted the
whole of the regulation, and placed the mat-
ter entirely at the discretion of the Harbour
'Trust Commissioners. My motion is not in
opposition to the Conimissioners or to any ac-
tion of the Governnment. T believe this is
purely a mistake, and that the matter was
overlooked in framing the second regulation.
I desire to have the powter retained that this
tax cannot be removed at any time without
the consent of the Governor-in-Council. The
regulation should( be disallowddl, or discon-
tinued in the usual manner by Executive Coun-
cil minute passed through the Council.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister) [9.23]: The Government have no
serious objection to this motion being car-
ried, but it will have no effect. As a matter
of fact the regulation which the hon. member
proposes to amend has been re-enacted, and
the words as they are here now really have
no meaning. I thank the hon. member for
calling attention to the matter, and quite
agree that the Harbour Trust have no right
to use words of that description. They did
not, however, act upon these words, or at-
temipt to net upon them, and the Government
have no intention of allowing them to do so,
or anything of the sort. The Government
realise fully that the harbour was constructed
by moneys provided by the people of West-
ern Australia, and that the people of Western,
Australia are represented in this Parliament,
notwithstanding what the Harbour Trust
may say about it. Tbis Parliament,
and the Government controlled by this Par-
liament, have the right or appointing that
Harbour Trust, and having the right to ap-
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point, also have the right to remjove. Regu-
lation 115la, 1914, reads-

Owing to conditions brought about by
the European war, all wharfage, pilotage,
port dues, storage charges, and harbour iii-
provement rate charges are subject to a
special war surtax of 20 -per cent. up1on1
the amiount of the dues or charges, which
may become payable tinder the heading s
mentioned. This surtax will continue in
operation till the 31st December, 1917,
when it shall be re-enacted or discontinueod
as circumstances dictate in the discretion
of the Commissioners.

The last sentence is the one objected to by
the lion. member. It has possibly to be re-
enacted as circumstances dictate by the
Coininission ers, but certainly with the con-
seut of Executive Council, and according to
the Act it cannot be re-enacted in any other
way. These papers arc Laid on the Table,
mid the language used is as follows-

Regulation 115a, made by the Frenmantle
Harbour Trust Commissioners, dated the
10th -day of August, 191L7, imposing a
special war surtax of 20 per cent, upon the
amount of dues. or charges which may be-
come payable to the Trust, as therein de-
fined, is hereby re-enated, to remain and
continue in operation as from the 31st De-
cember, 1917.

The words, however, have noe effect, I re-
pent that so far as this harbour is concerned,
the Government contend that they have full
control over it, and intend to continue to
have that control. When it conies to the
question of whether the Trust is showing
n profit or a loss, we intend to work that
harbour as other public works are managed,
for tile development of this country. I have
no objection to the motion, arid am sorry the
Harbour Trust put in the language they
did.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWTN (North-East Fre-
mantle-in reply) T9.271.: I only wished to
point out that in re-enacting the second re-
gulation the Harbour Trust re-enacted the
whole of the regulation as it stood. A n3ew
regulation altogether should have been
trained and the other one relpealed. I drew
the attention of the MN-inister to the fact, and
-feel sure that a mistake has occurred.

Question put and] passed.

MOTION-CASE OP HUGH -MeLEOD,
COMMISSION TO INQUIRE.

'Mr. 'MUNSTE (Hantians) r9.291: I
move-

"'That in the opinion of this House, the
Government should appoint a Royal Corn-
nission to inquire into arid report upon
the case of 'Hugh McLeod, who was dIe-
missed, and subsequently reinstated, from
the railway service: the Commission to
have power to make full inquiry into the
whole case, and to have power to recoin-
miend compensation, or other action the iy
consider advisable in thme interests of jums.
tice0'

I do not intend to speak as fully on this
motion as I spoke on a previous motion

dealing with the samne subject, when I
moved for a select committee. I intend
mnerely to state briefly the facts of the case
as they affect M1r, MtLeod, and any other
officer of the Railway Department, in regard
to securing justice from the railway appeal
board as at present constituted. I do hope
that if the Government are going to oppose
the granting of a Royal Commission, they
will at least give some reason for their ob -
jection. On the occasion of my moying for
a select committee, the then Minister for
Railways was not iii the. House whileI
spoke. The Honorary 'Minister of the day,
Hon. J, D. Connolly, replied for the Mk~inis-
ter for Railways. I1 listened carefully to his
reply, without hearing even one reason
givon for objecting to the appointment of a
select committee, other than that such a
course would be tantamount to nmaking an
appeal court of this House. Tile present
Minister for Works was also at that time
Minister for Works, and he raised the ob-
jection that an offer made by the then
leader of the Opposition, Mr. Scaddan,
while 'Minister for Railways, to Mr. Mc-
Lead was a fair one and should have been
accepted by Mr, McLeod. I propose to dent
a little more fully with those aspects of the
matter. I appeal to the Minister, if lie has
real grounds for objecting to further in-
quiry into the case, to let the House know
what those grounds may be. I miust go back
to the 14th March, 191.4, when this trouble
first arose. On that date -Mr. Davies, dis9-
trict traffic superintendent for the South-
West, was travelling from Perth to Albany.
On the train was a ticket collector named
Sullivan. During the journey Mr. Davies
became suspicious of three persons travel-
ling-suspicious as to thme tickets on which
they were travelling; and hie asked Mr. Sul-
livan to make inquiry and have the tickets
examined. This Sullivan did. On arrival at
Torbay Junction "Mr. Davies got out of the
train and attempted for some considerable
time, but without success, to raise Albany
station on the telephone. Then he had a con-
versation with Sullivan. Sullivan thereupon
went to McLeod and handed him a piece of
paper bearing the numbers 394 and .399. IHe
asked M1eLeod to keep on ringing uip Albany,
in order to get the police on the railway station
there as soon as possible. Naturally McLeod
came to the conclusion that the police were
wanted in order that the three travellers might
be handed over to'temn on a charge of travel.
liag on ''crook" tickets.. McI~eod succeeded
in gettinfg Albany on the telephone after the
train had left Torbay Junction, and also suc-
ceeded in securing the presence of four police
constables on the Albany railway station. On
the arrival of the train at Albany Mr. Davies
took those three passengers from the train to
his office, and there questioned them regarding
their tickets. McLeod over the telephone,
through the Albany station master, insisted
that the three passengers should he given in
charge, because both the tickets were tickets
which had to pass from Torbay Junction on
to the Great Southern Railway or on to the
Denmark line. Strange to say, Mr. Davies
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refused to give the passengers in charge, say-
ing, ''No; I shall issue summonses against
them.'' And he did issue summonses against
the three men for travelling on ''fake'' rail-
way tickets. When the day of hearing came
along, he withdrew the charge against one of
those passengers, named Carry. He proceeded
with the charge against the other two, and
on the 23rd March, 1914, they were each fined
£10, with costs, for travelling on wrong rail-
way tickets. When Mr. Davies was questioned
why he withdrew the ease against Carry, the
explanation he gave was that he dlid not know
what charge to lay' against him. That seems
to me a most remarkable thing, in view of
the fact that he had discovered these three
men travelling on identically the samne tickets.
He knew at the outset how to issue three hum-
monses; but then he withdrew the sunnnonq
against Garry, and got the other two uten fined
as I have said. Evidently those tickets aroused
some suspicion in the minds of the leading
officers of the Railway Department, a sus-
picion that somethiag crooked was going on
with blank paper return tickets. On the 6th
April, Mr. Davies again appeared at the Tor-
bay Junction railway station, went into the
station master's office, and point blank accused
Meteod of having forged those tickets.
Mcehod indignantly denied having had aisy-
thing to do with the forgery of the tickets.
He nieat out of the office and brought in the
guard of the train, and then asked Mfr. Davies,
his superior officer, to repeat in front of a
witness the charges he had made against him.
This Mr. Davies point blank refused to do.
Het would not accuse M-\cteod in the presence
of a third party of having forged the tickets.
Things went on a little further, and the Chief
Traffic Manager of that time, Mr. Neil Doug.
las, wired to -Mr. 'Mcteod asking to what
station he had issued blank paper ticket 467
and on what date. McLeod replied by wire.
stating that he had issued the ticket from
Torbay Junction to Cranbrook. On the fol-
lowing day the Chief Traffic -Manager wrote
to McLeod asking him to confirm that state-
ment in writing. This Mcehod did. Almost
immediately after, Mr. Davies again appears
at the Torbay Junction station with Detective
Ebbesen, and they accuse MlcLeod again of
having interfered with those tickets. They
asked McLeod to make a statement, and this
statement was taken down in writing by De-
tective Ebbesen. After the statement had been
made by MeLeod, Mr. Davies suspended him.
Mcteod naturally thought that it was only
fair he should have an inquiry. Therefore,
immediately on his suspension, he wrote out a
long sa tement to the Chief Traffic Mana-

ge hmelf. Being a railway officer, and an
officer whom the files absolutely prove to
be one that stuck on every occasion
to the railway regulations, McLeod, instead of
sending the statement direct to the Chief
Traffic Manager, forwarded it, in accord-
ance with the regulations, to Mr. Davies,
the district traffic superintendent, for trans-
mission to the Chief Traffic Manager. To
that statement he received no reply. There-
upon he wrote to Mr. Davies asking on what
date Mr. Davies had sent the statement to
the Chief Traffic Manager. To that inquiry

be received no reply. Thereupon he wired to
Mr. Davies inquiring what he bad done with
the statement. Again he received no reply.
The eventual result was that MeLeod wired.
direct to the Chief Traffic Manager himself
on the subject. In reply be received the
following letter fronm the Chief Traffic M.\an-
ager, dated the 27th 'May. 1914. 1 shall read
the original letter-

-Mr. H. McLeod, Torbay Junction. On
the 26th January, 1914, whilst station-
master at Torbay Junction you issued

*second-class return blank paper ticket No.
467, Torbay Junction to Cranbrook, fare
Ss. ld., and you altered the return por-
tion to read ''West Leederville to Torbay
Junction,'' and the date to 19/12/1913,
and the fare to £ 2 2s. IlOd. I am also satis-
fled you altered the return half of second-
class return holiday excursion blank paper
ticket No. 394, wiceh haed been issued at
Albany on the 0th February to Young;,
fare 3s. 2(1., by inserting ''Cottesloc to
Albany,'' and ''14/2/1914'' as (late, and
£2 Re. li,. as fare. Also the return half
of second-class holiday excursion paper
ticket No. 399 issued at Albany to Torbay
JTuction on the 21%t February, fare Is. 4d.,
by inserting '"Frenmantle'" in lieu of Tor-
bay, and date as 7/2/1914 and fare, as £2
4s. 3d. For these grave irregularities it
has been decided to dismiss you from the
service as from the 2nd inst., the date on
which you were suspended f ron duty.
Please vacate the departmental house as
soon as possible and hand in all other pro-
pertyv of the Commissioner in your pon-
session to the acting station-master at
Torbay Junction. (Sgd.) N\eil Dougla,
Chief Traffic Manager.

I hope bon. members have paid sufficient at-
tention to what T htave said regarding the
writing by Mr. 'McT~eod of a statement put-
ting his own ease before the Commissioner
and requesting an inquiry' . After he was
dismissed he succeeded in getting an inquir 'y
by way of appeal; and, strange to say. Mr.
Daqvies, the district traffic superintendent.
absolutely admitted before the appeal hoard
that he had suppressed the letter or state-
ment written by 'McLeod to the Chief Traffic
Manager.

The 'Minister for Railways: Davies ad-
mitted that?

Mr. MfUNSTE: Davies admitted that he
had suppressed the statement. When asked
why he had suppressed it, the only reason
or excuse he put forward was that he wanted
to see what 'Mcend's next move would be.
That is rather a remarkablh attitude for a
district traffic superintendent to adopt.

Mfr. Stubbs: Did he admit that at the in-
qui ry?~

Mr. Mt1'NRTE: Yes. I have the file of evi-
dence here. Having led tip to the dismissal,
T now come to the appeal ease; and T want
to emphasise the point that the whole of the
case, as to 'McLeod 's guilt or innocence,
hinged on ticket No. 467. For the informa-
tion of those bon. members-few though
they be-who have not heard of this case
before, let me say that the appeanl hoard re-
instated 'Mr. MeLenul in his old position at
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Torbay Junction. At thle appeal Mr. Mc-
Lood was, as thle evidence proves, most
anious to fathom where ticket No. 467 had
con'e front. His representative tried to ob-
tain] from the department the informnation
whether the ticket had been travelled onl or
Ot. That information w'as also refused be-
fore the Appeal Board. They then demanded
the name of the person who handed the tickect
in, and that was also point-blank refused.
For at least 12 months after Mcbeod was re-
instated, thle whole of the negotiations go to
prove that they were trying to side step
MeLeod by making out that the minl, who
handed the ticket fin had a pledge fromt the
Chjef Traffic Manager that his name would
not be divulged, and at about that particular
time, unfortunately, Mir Douglas, who was
Chief Traffic Maniager, died. T. believed that
statemen~t for some time until T got the evi-
dence which was taken before the Appeal
Board. Tn that evidence T found that in
thle examination of 'Mr. O'Connor, who was
then chief clerk to the Chief Traffic Mana-
ger, that gentleman admitted that the ticket
was handed hot to Mr. Douglas but to himi.
Thle Appeal Board tried to get froin Mr.
O'Connor the name of the party who handed
thle ticket in to him hut hie refused to dis-
close it. He gave as a reason that if hie
mentioned the name it would defeat the ends
Of justice. In the interests of the safe work-
inig of time Railway Department in this State
and particularly of the officers of the Rail-
wvay Department, some inquiry should he held
if only to clear Mr. Davies' character. The
whole of the evidence before the Appeal
Board looks pretty fishy, so far as '1r.
Davies is concerned.

Tile Minister for Works: Do you accuse
Da vies?

AMr. MUNSIEa: T am not accusing asone;
I want an) inquiry to compel Mr. O'Connor
to disclose the namue of the person who
handed him the ticket.

The Mlinister for Works: You say that the
evidence is fishyx against Davies?

Mr. MUNSIE: I say that the evidence is
fishy right through.

M r. Davies: What was the resnlt of thle
appeal?

Mr. MUNSIE: McLeod was reinstated hr
the Appeal Board.

Mr. Pilering: floe's Davies want thill
'Royal Commission?

Mir. MKUNSIE: I have never consulted Mir.
Davies. Bitt after moving for the Select Coin-
niittee onl the previous occasion, Mr. Davies
took exception to mny remarks and the member
for Willianbs.'Narrogin (Mr. Tohnston) said
hie had seen 'Mr. Davies, and that 'Mr. Davies
had remarked that he was quite willing that
the inquiry should go on, so that lie might
clear himself.

Mfr. -Johnston: T did not say that- T said
I had every confidence in -.%r. Davies.

Mr. %.fUNSTE: I was rather sur1prised
when I went to Alban~y for the purpose of
getting bold of -McLeod's private file to meet
not one, hut half a dozen railway officers on
the journey down who knew what my business
was, and who told me that the same thing ap-
plied throughout that portion of the State
.and particularly in Albany. The words used

were " It is common knowledge in Albany
that Mr. Davies, whilst in possession of
Mr. Meheod 's blank paper ticket ]look,
gave a demonstration in a public bar
to show how easy it was to forge
the tickets.'' When the matter camne be-
fore the Appeal Board, Mr. Bryant, who was
conducting the ease for McLeod, asked Mr.
Davies "-hether that was the case, andl
wvhether lie was in the habit of giving demon-
strations in public bars to show how easy it
wvas to forge blank paper tickets. Mir. Davies
denied it. The next question asked by Mr.
Bryant n-as ''Will you deny that you have
ever given such an exhibition in a public bar
in Albany?'' and Mr. Davivs replied '41 will
not.'I'

The Mlinister for Works: You (10 not suig-
gest that Davies forged these tickets?

Mr. MTJNSTE: I suggest that hie gave the
public exhibitions referred to.

The Minister for Works: lie could not have
head those station books with him.

Mr. MUNSTE: I say hie dlid, le had Afc-
Leod's blank paper book for four days. Me-
Leod wired to get that book back, but re-
ceived no reply.

The Minister for Railways: Was that be-
fore or after the accusation made against
McLeod?

Mr. fUINSIE: That was between the sus-
penlsion and dismissal.

Mr. Davies: Who was chairman of the
Appeal Board?

.\r. \MNSIE: MJr. Roe. MT~r. Connolly,
w~heni replying on behalf of the Government
when the matter "-as last before Parliament,
definitely stated that it was shown on the files
that NTr. Roe, as chairman of the Appeal
Board, had made a statement to the effect
that if the ease had been heard in Scotland a
verdict would have been returned of ''Not
pro'-e.' That statement has becen repeatedly
made throughout the railwa 'y service, and the
inference is that Mr. Roe thought McLeod
guilty, but that the Appeal Board reinstated
hin, out of leniency. T hope no holl. member
in this House will take up that attitude. I
know Mcteod does not want it. If a Commis-
sion is appointed and it is proved, or even it
there is a strong suspicion in the mind of the
Commissioner of Railways, that Mcbeod is
guilty, he has no right to be a station-masrter
in Western Australia. I want Mcteod 's name
cleared, or I want thme charge sheeted hiomec to
him. At the present time Mcteod is in this
unfortunate position that he has been branded
as a forger, a thief, and a liar by the Railway
Department of Western Australia. The heads
of the department have made use of the ex-
pression that if the case had been tried in
Scotland a verdict of ''Not proven'' would
have been returned, the inference as I said
before, being that he is still believed to be
guilty.

The Mfinister for Railways: Is that a cor-
roet inference to draw fromt a verdict of not
proven?

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes. With regard to that
very question I have a file of correspondence
between Mcteod and the chairman of the
Appeal Board, and in a letter, Mr. Roe,
the chairman, indignantly denies that he
ever made use of such a statement about
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-1'"Cot proven.'I' I do riot know whether to
believe the 'Minister who said that M.%r. Roe
had made that statement or to believe %fr.
Roe who declares in a letter that he (lid
nothing of the kind. I also desire to refer
to another file. Mr, Connolly when oppos-
ing the motion for the appointment of a
select committee moved onl a previous oc-
casion, quoted from the file a letter sent by
the present leader of the Opposition, when
Minister for Railways, to McLeod. M-%r. Con-
uoliy, stated that .I misrepresented the Min-
ister. I did nothing of the kind. I accused
MrNf. Collier who was then the Minister for
Rnilways, of either not knowing or being
misinformed when hie wrote that letter to
McLeod. becanse hie stated in that letter
what was an absolute untruth. I will read
the first portion of that letter-

To H. McLeod, North Street, Vittoria
Park, 30th September, 1914. Sir-With
reference to your letter of the 5th I have
to advise yon that it will serve no good
purpose to enlighten you as to the name
of the person who handed in the forged
ticket in connection with the charge re-
eently preferred against you. At the time
it was given to the late Chief Traffic M-%an.
ager. a promise was made that the name
of thec person doing so would not be di.
ridged,' and this undertaking I am bound
to respect, more especially as the ticket
was in no way associated with you, nor
was your name suggested as in any way
responsible for the forgery. It was not
until sonic time after that you becam e in.
volved, and I am glad co say were ac-
quitted of the charge brought against
you. Under the circumstances I think you
will agree in silence being preserved on this
point. Let me assure you, however, that the
ticket was not put in as evidence against
you.

That ]etter was signed by the Minister hint-
self and he underl-ined the words "evidence"
and "you'' thus assuring McLeod that the
ticket was not put in as evidence against him.
Three days of the appeal board inquiry were
taken u~p by the handwriting experts
exanining ticket No. 467, and then
the Minister turns round and writes
a letter such as that which I have
read. What were the handwriting experts, there
for? One of the experts swore definitey at
the outset that the ticket had been written by
Mcteod, and when challenged as to wthat au-.
thority he had for making that statement,' he
said he was an expert in these matters and
would swear to that being Mcteod's handwrit-
ing. M,%r. Bryant, who was conducting the
case for Mebeod, asked that the experts he al-
lowed some days, in which the worth of their
evidence might he tested. The result was that
another gentleman from Perth was asked to
write a nunmber of tickets, which he did. All of
them and the information in connection with
the tickets were submitted to the chairman
of the appeal hoard. Six tickets were handed
to one of the experts and( he had to determine
from them how many were in original hand-
writing and how inny' were copied, and
whether they were all in NMeLeod's hsn 'dwrir-
in", or which were in his handwriting, and

bow munny h-ad been forged. M.\r. Roe said that
to make absolutely sure he would number them.
T he handwrriting expert was given 24 imoum to
dleal with them. He came back and said that
none of them had beeii traced, and that all
had been written by 3l\eLeodl. As a mnatter of
fact none were written by 'MeLcod, and four
of the six were traced. It shows the value of
the handwriting expert's evidence against Mv-
Leod.

The 'Minister for Railways: Assuming this
was in evidence, it was justification for up-
ho ldinga the appeal.

Mr. 'MUYSIR: 3lcLeod had been 12 years
in the service when he was dismisszed, and] at
that time hie had in an application for trans-
ference which would have meant promotion.
Re is Still in the service to-day, but he is at
least i100 omit of pocket in consequence of the
treatment he has received, and lie has had the
bailiffs in his house at Torbay Junction.
M.%r. Pickering: Y'ou said that MeNfLeod does
not want this coi,Sion.

Mr. MUINSIE: On the contrary, MeLeod
very ear nestly desir-es it.

Thie Minister for Works: Of what value is
the appeal board if its decisions are to be
overridden?

Mr. MUNSIE: I would not wish to over-
ride the appeal board in ordinary cases, bot in
this ease the mans's liberty has been at stake;
he has been charged with forgery.

The Minister for 'Railways: The appeal
hoard exonerated himn.

Mr. -MUNSIE: No, they reinstated him,
while refusing him costs. He had to employ
a man to work up the case for him, and in
addition there were lawyer's fees to be ait.
The 1llinister has asked, what is the good of
the appeal board? In a case such as this, if
I were a. railway employee, charged with the
same offence, I wouilt not go before the appeal
hoard wvith its piresent powers.

The Minister for Works: You have the
choice.

Mr. 'MLNSIE: The lion. niember opposedl
lil motion for a select committee on the last
occasion. He has been a member of the Goy-
ermnent far IS months since then', and he has
not made any move to alter the position. When
the decision was given the Railway Officers'
Association, the Railway Employees' Asocia-
tion, and the Engine Drivers' and Firemens'
Union, all in combination, went in a deputa-
tion to the Wlidster for Railways to ask for
an amendment of the powers of the appeal
board. It most be remembered that the man
who forged the tiecket, and the man who
handed the ticket in to the Railway Depart-
rnt, are the only two men who could give
direct evidence ini the ease. But when we
come to the appeal board, and the aeccused
person wants to know who banded in the
ticket, the Railway Department refuse
to give him the namne, and there is no
power to make theni give it. Of what use is
an appeal board of that character? What
chance has any man before such a tribunal?

The Minister for Works: You asked the
Railway Department to give yen all their evi-
dence.

Mr. TJSh:Thme Minister used that argu-
meet before. When the inquiry ended, two
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men had been fined £10 each and costs, the
third they refused to prosecute, and McLeod
had been dismissed and reinstated. And then
he comes along and makes a request of this
description.

The Minister for Works: You will not allow
any finality.

Mr. MUNSIE: I am not going to rest con-
tent until .I get some inquiry for this unfortn-
nate man.

The Minister for Railways: With, what ob-
ject?

Mr. MUNSIE: To clear his character and
give lhim a standing as a free man, which he
has not to-day. No matter to what branch he
may be transferred, many railway officers are
likely to come along and cast slurs on his
honesty.

Mr. Stubbs. They would not be men if they
dlid.

Mr. MUNSIE: That is not the point.I
want sonme anthority to compel people to say
what they know in connection wvith this case,
to clear Mcteod 's character, and give him
some compensation if he is innocent. Let me
read what the Minister for Railways said in
answer to the deputation. This was his
reply-

With regard to the appeal court, and the
amendment of regulations, I 41o not see that
there can be any objection to that whatever.
[t seems to me that this board deals with
matters of very great importance to the
employees at times, inasmuch as it deals
with their livelihood, or l)osition, or stand-
ing in the department, and there should lie
some means of compelling a witness to come
and give evidence material to the issue. If
it is possible to obtain th is hy a n
amendment of the regulations, without
an amendment of thie Act, T shall
have it dlone ait once. It shoul
have been possible for either your-
self, or the 'Railway lDepartment, to have
power to deal with witnesses at the late
inqniry, or any other inquiry, because very
often tlw absence of any witness niay resnlt
in an unjust decision being given. We olo
not want to see that continued. I will have
inquiries made to see if it is possible to
have your wishes met, and if it is possible
to do it, by way of regulation, without
amending the Act, I shall have it done.

That is the reply of thme then Minister, Mr.
Collher. The only other point I wish to refer
to is the statement made by the present Minis-
ter for Works and also by 'Mr. 3, D. Conn oily,
who was then Honorary 'Minister, speaking onl
behalf of the Minister for Railways. HEe con-
tended that McLeod shouldI have acceptedl the
offer made by Mr. Seaddan, the then Minister
for Railways. The offer made by M r, Seauidan
was that hie was quite prepared to grant
McLeod an opportunity of going hefore the
appeal board again, with a new chairman, Mfr.
Davies having taken the place of Mr. Roe.
Bunt what other evidence could Mfr. M.eJ~eod
hare submitted to that hoardl, unless he could
get the name of the n who handed in the
ticket! Except he had the ;ower to compel
the other man to give the dlesired evidence, he

would have been mad to have again gone
before the board.

The Minister for Works: flow can you comn-
pel a dead man to give evidence?

Mr. 'MUNSIE The ticket was handed in to
Mr. 0O'Connor, as admitted before the board.
I appeal to members to give 'Mr. McLeod an
opportunity for clearing his character. I want
also to give other officers of the Railway De-
partment, against whom there is grave sus-
picion at present, an opportunity for clearing
their cbaracters.

The Minister for Works: Who entertains
these suspicionsI

'-\r. -MUNSTE: Suspicion is in the mindIs
of dozens of railway employees to-day. The
Minister only requires to travel down the
Great Southern to find out where the skis-
picions are in connection with this ease. Per-
sonally f am not wedded to a Royal Conumis-
sion. I would be perfectly satisfied to accept
a select conmnittee, providedl I get an assur-
ance from the Government that the select com-~
iittee will have power to compel witnesses to
answer questions. A 'Royal Commission can
compel a Pam to say ''who handed the ticket
in," and if he will not answer can put him in
gaol. f want the same power conferred upon
a select comminittee, and that such select com-
mittee shall compel witnesses to give evidlence
anid answer questions, especially when it has
been admitted thamt the ticket has beeni handed
in. I am absolutely satisfied that I could to-
morrow put my hand on the man who handed
that ticket in, and 1 believe I know why hl
lint it in. I have ]]uch pleasure in movingl
thme motion standing in my name.

On motion by the Mimister for -Railways,
thme debate adjourned.

.MOTION-RABITP PEST, SELECT
COMMI\1TTEE TO INQUIR-E.

'Mr. SM\TIT (North Perth) F10.171: I
mo-v-

''That in view of the alarmnin~g Position1
crested b~y the rabbits, a select committee of
this H-ouse be appointed to immediately iii-
qloire into the present system adopted by
the department for combating the pest, with
a view of recomnieniling more effective
methods of decaling with this national
nienace.'"

It seems to be the practice to-night, in respect
to private inotions, that an assurance shonlil
be given to the Goverunment that the mover of
thme umotion has no intention of harassing them.
T, too, have no intention, in moving this mo-
tion, of in any way harassing them, It ay
seem strange that two bon. members of this
I-louse should follow each other in giving
notice of motions of a similar nature. I hail
no knowledge of the intention of the member
for York (Mr. Griffiths) to move this motion.
T had already spoken to some members of the
Country party, but that was before the debate
on the Address-in-reply was concluded. I un-
flei-tand it is not competent for any member
to give notice of motion of this sort until the
Addilress- in -reply is finished, but as soon as
thait debate was over I took the first olppor-
tm'r~ity of giving the neclessary notice of me-
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tion. It is admitted that we have bad rabbits,
in Western Australia for a number of years,
hut I do not think they hav-e hitherto readied]
the numbers they have now reached. We are
supposed to hare a rabbit department, w hose
duty it is to cope with the pest and keep) it
within measurable hounds; yet we find this
year that the rabbits have taken c-ontrol of thle
rabbit department. That department to my
mind has been (-aught napping, and rabbits
aire increasing to an enormous extent, They
are being discovered in all sorts of places where
their presence was unsusp~ected. We have-
rabbits down at the coast, well away from the
No. 2 fence, andl unless somec steps are taken
to deal with the pest in a proper and up-to-
date manner, tire rabbits will beconse pram-ti-
eally a national disaster in this State. I do
not say that the department is altogether to
blame for the present condition of affairs.
Perhaps it is undermnanned, or it nmay be short
of funds and unable to carry out the work
necessary for coping with the pest. H-oni.
m~emblers will agree with me that tile position
has become so serious that it is our duty to
investigate it and] ascertain if the dlepartment
is doing all that could be done, and itf riot, to
sug1 gest some method of coping with the pest.
I dto not desire to hamper the Government in
what the)- are doing, but ant. certain that a
few suggestions from practical men who might
be examined on this question would be the
means of rendering a considerable amount of
assistance to the Government in dealing with
thre matter. -Judging from what has appeared
in the Press lately, the Mi nister for Agricul-
ture seems to ho pinning his faith to poison
carts, and appears to think that this will settle
the rabbits. I do not agree with the Minister
on this point, because from the experience of
other States which have gone in for poison
carts, the poison has been the means niot only
of destroying rabbits, but also of destroying
very largely the bird life of thle State, and dis-
turbing the balance of nature. The birds in
the bush living on the maggot fly and carrion
generally, were destroyed by the poison, with
the result that thle maggot fly increased to a
considerable extent, and now these States are
paying the penalty for this interference with
nature, and the distruetion of birds which
were the scavengers of the maggot fly.

[Thme Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

-.%r, Harrison- What other method would
you suggest in preference to poison?

Mr. SMITH: No doubt if the hots, member
was called to give evidence before the select
committee he would be able to make some
very valuable suggestions. The Rabbit Depart -
meat, for some reason best known to them-
se~lves, are strangely averse to rabbits being
trapped for food. That is a mistake, and f
think there are great possibilities in the dir-
ection of allowing farmers to trap rabbits
and send them to Perth and elsewhere, to
supply a very necessary article of diet . In
addition to the food side of the question,
there is the wealth which may be derived
from the sale and use of the skins end the
manufacture of articles from the fur. The
rabbit question is a very serious one, ~Many

farmners have been compelled to abandon
their holdings in the wheat belt onl account
at the encroachment of the rabbits. Many
of these hipldings, too, are the secuities for
bunIs granted by the Agricultural Bank, and
the result may be that thle bank, and through
the bank thle -State, May lose a considerable
sums of money- unless steps are taken to deal
with the question. I took thle opportunity
recently of going through a portion of the
wheat belt, particularly that portion of the
State which is infested by rabbits. I was
quite surprised at the number of rabbits I
saw there. Most of the farms are absolutely
abandoned, and no one is living on them at
all. The few settlers I saw and interviewed
were unianimous in stating that, unless the
Rabbit Department did something to put
down the pest, they also would he compelled
to leave their holdings and throw their secu-
rities on the hands of the Agricultural Bank.
When we find this state of affairs, it is our
duty as custodians of the public purse, to
immediately inquire as to what is being done
by the Rabbit Department. 'My motion con-
templates the appointment of a select comn-
mittee. Select committees are not so ex-
pensive as Royal Comm issi on s, and there is
not the same objection to a select commit-
mnittee of the House as there is to a Royal
Comtimission. Members of select conmmaittees
are not paid any fees, and they are practic-
ally inexpensive, and must conclude their
labours before the House rises. A select
committee must finish their work and submit
their report to the House before the conclusion
of the session, otherwise it lapses. Without
any further remarks, T will content myself
with moving the motion standing in mny
name.

Mr. GRTFFITIIS (York) [LO.1S]: T second
the motion, and at the same time wish to
withdraw the motion standing in my name
on tite Not ice Paper. MK-y reason for giving
notice of the motion I did was the extreme
urgency of the matter. It is a matter which
will not brook delay, and the mangnitude of
this9 evil is imposing upon the present M1inis-
ter a task which, in my opinion, will be more
than hie can cope with. The rabbits have
taken possession of a very large portion of
the State, from Gascoyne to Northampton,
and right through various electorates as far
down as Katanuing. Hon. members will
thus see that there is practicallyv an immense
province in their possession. I do not think
it will be necessary for me to quote cases
to prove to hon. members how great the rav-
ages are that are being committed by the
rabbits.

Mrr. .Tohnston: M.%r. Crawford says they are
not doing any harm.

'Mr. GRrFFITES: Certain hon. members
received a deputation at Kontlinin a little
while ago, when 14 settlers placed figures
before us, showing that they had lost some-
thing like 4,325 bags of wheat this season.
I clame (lawn in the train recentl 'y with a
settler nansed W. Mf. (lordon, wrho has been
eaten out completely. Off 320 acres he only
had 140 bags of wheat, in a district where
the crops were going 20 bushels to the acre.
This will gi-e some idea of what the rabbits
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can do. 1 want a select committee, not for
the purpose of embarrassing the Minister.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Do not apologise.
Mr. G.RIFFJTHS: Never mind about that.

I Say what 1 mean in this House. I think
that the select committee will be of assist-
ance to the Minister, and that lie is now
being called upon to face a situation which
has been brought into being by the neglect
of previous administrations. In thle past it
has not been realised that the rabbits would
increase as they have done. In the past it was
asserted that the poison and the dry Seasons
would never allow the rabbits to incerease to
anything like the salte extent as in the
Eastern States. Now the peril is so great,
and the position so acute, that nothing
should be left undone in the way of inquiry.
It is all very well to say that everything
necessary is being done. We have hlad] that
sort of assurance before. -Many such assur-
ances have been given by past Ministers in"all good faith. Sympathy is no good for
coping with the rabbit evil. I have already
reminded the House thait an interim, report
dealing with this matter was placed before
the Government in November, 1.916. While
there is much in that report which, on ae-
count of the lack of wire netting, could not
be put into operation, still there is a great
deal in the report that could be done to cope
with the evil. What Nye are witnessing to-
day is really the result of the past failure to
grasp the magnitude of the evil.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: Do not you think the
very wet season has had] a great deal to do
wi th the increase of the evilI

Mr. GlrtF1TI-r: Yes. Sonic Bevel, years
ago I visited, in company with Mr. Sutton,
the Comnmissioner for thle Wheat Belt, the
holding of Mr. Brayshaw. Air. Sutton and I
admired the very line rabbit-proof fence Mr,
Brayshiaw had put up, and Mr. Sutton ex-
pressed sonmc surprise that 'Mr. Brayshaw had
incurred so much expense. 'Mr. Brayshaw
said, ''The rabbit is not going to alter is
habits in this State; hie will be the same
here as in the Eastern States; I am goipg to
keep him out; he is not going to get hold of
my property.'' At the present dlate in the
Eastern areas, around Mount Marshall, the
Industries Assistance Board will not ad-
vance money for the putting in of crops, be-
cause, they say, it will not be a
commercial proposition-thle crops will
simply serve to fatten up the rabbits.
There are so many different opinions on this
subject. I have heard hon. members ask,
''Why not go in for trapping the rabbits*''
The mover of this motion has advocated trap-
ping. In regard to trapping, it seems to me
an anomaly that we should have to pay half-a-
crown a pair for rabbits here when there are
thousands of them in the Eastern districts. Ta
Victoria at the beginning of last year the
poisoning was stopped, on the ground that the
rabbit industry was such an important one
and was bringing in so much wealth; on the
ground that the rabbit inoustry was a good
commercial proposition and should be encour-
aged in every way. The Victorian Minister
at the time demurred somewhat, but he al-

lowed the poisoning regulations to he relaxed;
and to-day Victoria is again faced with the
old rabbit per-il, and has to spend thousands
of pounds in order to get it under control.
The same thing applies in all Australian
States which have treated the rabbit as ascom-
mnercial proposition. New South 'Wales is ai-
other ease in point. On the other hand, those
States which hav-e not encouraged the rabbit
from a commercial point of view, to-day bare
the rabbit peril well in band. The problem is
so big that no Mfinister, even with tile best in-
tentions in the world, can cope with it by bin,-
self, Certainly I give our Minister every
credit for what is being done, and acknowledge
that he is putting great energy into his work.
It is no use, however, our starting operations
against the rabbits only after next season 's
crop> is in. We want to he satisfied now that
this great evil is being grappled with as it
should be. If all that is required is actually
being done, nothing but kudos will accrue to
the gentleman controlling the rabbit branch.
TI'he Minister, no doubt, is doing his utmost;
but the tbing is too big. That will be recog-
nised by anyone %,,ho sees the vast properties
which have been taken possession of by the
rabbits. It will be recognised by anyone wvho
knows the variety of problems connected with
the pest. Thle select committee, if appointed,
canl assist the Minister. I have already told
the Mfinister, amnd so has the mover, that it is
not our intention to embarrass liimi in
anyi way. On the contrary, we want
to help him, if possible. If we found
that in any respect the rabbit branchl
have not dlone what it is upl to that
branch to do, th~en we would make such re-
commnendations as might bie justified bv thle evi-
dence, and assist the 'Minister with advice ac-
cordingly. We know that all the States of the
world are now thinking of increased
production. In this State of Western
Australia, however, thme advice to in-
crease production seems to have been
taken only by thle rabbits. Let mae
mention a little fact which will give holl.
members some idea of the rabbit's powers of
increase. A friend ait Mfount Marshall writes
to me that on his holding hie poisoned during
this last season 4,424 rabbits. He is a great
man for figures, and hie has calculated that
with the embryos that figu-c represents a total
of 11,'314 rabbits destroyed just onl that one
holding. One thing that should be dloe is
to get every roads board made a vermin board,
with power to raise aloney) to enable then, to
dleal with the pest. All sorts of reports conmc
in fron, the back t-ountry, and one is that
the fencing of deals is of no use because the
rabbits get in through gap~s.

The Premtier: 'That is largely dlie to people
leaving the gates openl.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That is so, but the gaps
in the fences are responsible for the trouble,
and it is a matter on which the committee
would] urge co-operative effort on everyone
coinnected with the farming industry, so as to
assist thle Minister and the department in cop-
ing with the pest . I have nmuch pleasure in
seconding the motion.

fThe Speaker resumled the Chair-I
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Mr. MALEY' (Greenough) [10.37] In sup-
porting the motion, I wish to point out to the
House that the State has been expending on
the maintenance of the rabbit fence with in.
terest and sinking fund charges an amount of
130,000 per annum,, lion, members are aware
that since 1915, the first year after the
drought, there have been phenomenally regu-
lar returns of snmmer rains. The storm at the
end of January, 191.5, threw dIown over 40
miles of the rabbit proof fence in various
places between Lynton and to the sonth of
Cunderdin, on the Eastern Goldfields Railnay.
The fence was lying flat on the ground, for
considerable distances in one stretch. 'fhe
only attempt to effect repairs, andi to re-erect
that section, wvas made by the pertmanent statf
maintained by the rabbit branch. The repairs
took some considerable time, in those circum-
stances. I. may instance the statement of a
squatter on the line of the fence, who had unus-
tered sheep out of -a paddock or, his own side
of tire fenrce, finding lie wvas between 300 and
400 short. Four months afterwards he found
these sheep in a neighbour's paddock on the
other side of the fence. If the sheep could
get through a portion of the fence in those
numbers in that particular area, it is reason-
able to suppose that dluring the same timne a
great wave of rabbits would come through.
In my own district, Greenough, rabbits have
been visible in considerable numbers for the

Jast 10 years. I contend that inside the fence
there are rabbits from (jarnarvon doon to
Bfusselton in the South-West. We arc endeav-
ouring to combat this pest uinder the Act which
wtas framned, but that is impossible as it is
absolutely obsolete. It was framed long be.
fore the rabbits camre here. A person can be
fined for having rabbits in his possession dlead
or alive. Only a few days ago a live rabbit,
caught at North flandalup, "'as taken by an
enthusiastic settler to the office of the lionor-
ary Minister merely for the purprose of let-
ting the Minister see that rabbits were quite
close to the city. The Minister pointed out to
the man that he was liable to a fine of £100
for bringing a live rabbit into the city, and
that if he or anyone did such a thing again
the law would be pot in motion against him.
In the district which I represent steps should
be taken immediately to carry on poisoning;
trapping is useless. When traps arc set, more
cats and bandicoots and] sheep are caught than
rabbits. The only effective way of dealing
with the pest is to adopt means of simultan-
eous poisoning in the areas from '.%t. Marshall
to Northampton. Spasmodic poisoning is of
no value because it is a well known fact that
after the first taste of the poison the sur-
vivors seen, to be able to communicate to the
others the fact that there is something to be
avoided, and instinct teaches then, that the
poison is to be avoided. Immediate steps
should be taken, because if any rains falls
within the next few wveeks the whole effect of
poisoning will be destroyed, on account of the
green feed which miill spring rip. Rabbits will
not take poison when there is green feed to
be had. The select committee should lose no
time in making its recommendations. T have
pleasure in supporting the motion.

Ron. J. MITCHELL (Northam) [10.45]:
I hope the Government will not offer any ob-
jection to the appointment of the select core-
inittee, and I also hope that in the meantime
they will not spare any effort to destroy the
pest. When the outer fence was erected 15
years ago it was found then that rabbits had
got ahead of it. Then the second fence "-as
built. F&r 1.5 years the rabbits have been
kept away from that portion of the State in-
side the second fence, but in the last two or
three years they have increased rapidly in
numbers. To my mind it is not the poison
that kills them; it is the tannic acid in the
bark of the trees which they must eat dluring
the dry season that is responsible for their
destruction. We know fromt years of experi-
ence that that is so.

Mr. Griffiths: Poison counts for a lot.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: It may, but the bark

kills many more. As a matter of fact the
rabbits did not increase in numbers until come-
paratively recently, and this year I am afraid
very little can be done becauise we have had
mailn over most of the agricultural areas and
there is green feed everywhere. I believe,
however, that we have missed our opportunity;
the season has been wasted. Last year the
sanme thing happened; rain fell very early andi
the Governmnt did not undertake extensive
poisoning until it 'vas too late. We were told
by the mnenmber for York that the Honorary
Minister is doing all that can be dlone. I do
not know what is being done but I do know
that there are small colonies of rabbits inside
the second fence and I have already spoken
to the Premier and convinced him that some-
thing should be dlone straight away to destroy
these colonies.

The PREMIER: The machinery has been
set in motion.

Ho,,. J. MITCHELL: I ant glad to hear
that, but I am afraid we have left it rather
late this year. Only the other day a settler
was travelling from Mt. Marshall to Wyalcat-
chient and he found that there were se'-en live
rabbits in the (log-box of the train. If there
were seven, on that occasion there mast have
been other occasions also when rabbits were
carried on the train. Many colonies exist and
if these were continually attended to the rab.
bits wvonld be destroyed. Of course the natural
enemny accounts for many. By means of pois-
cting T think it will be difficult to do very

touch. There are thousands of rabbits in
those areas where a few years ago there were
none at all or where it would have been diffi-
cult to get a shot at one. The question is a
very serious one. Isolated farmers will have
great difficulty in Protecting their crops until
they can get wire netting, but as we know, it
is impossible to get wire netting just now.
Then again we mnst remember that 80 per
cent, of the total area of land within the se-
cond fence is in the hands of the State. Last
year we distributed a great deal of poison
free of cost to the farmer, and this year this
has been dlone in large quantities. I under-
stand the Government dams are all properly
fenced. When dealing with the rabbit depart-_
inent, it must be remembered that the depart-
inent can only work within the limit of the
money provided, and that it takes a consider-
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able amount of money to pay nmen to hunt up
the small colonies of rabbits spread far and
wide within the inner fences. I hope that the
poisoning will be continued, for I doubt if
trapping will account for many rabbits. I ant
certain that the farmer is willing to do his
part. lIf rabbit boards can be successfully
formed, they will achieve considerable good.
I hope the Premier will agree to the appoint-
inent of the select committee, and I congratu-
late the hon., member on having brought up
the question, which is of vital importance to
the farmers. [ have heard] of rabbits being
discovered in the electorate of the member for
Swan (Mr. Nairn). In view of this that lion.
metmber should j oin th lienemer for York in
his efforts to staump out the pest. To handle
the trouble we require co-operation between
the rabbit departmient and the farmers. i
iiotice that the Government seem inclined to
repudiate their obligations iii regard to the
rabbits on Crown, land1s. The people of th e
Eastern States lhave learned how, to inimulise
the loss trot,, the pest, and we cam, profit by
their experience. Ihope the Government will
become very active straight away and "will
utilise the few remaining weeks of snunmer in
the destruction of the pest. As for the pro-
posal to supjply rabbits to the people of Perth,
it will requite very delicate handling, for
poison is jiow freely laid in very inany dis-
tricts. For one, I. should he very sorry to eat
a rabbit brought into the City now. Only the
other dlay I heard of a ,n who, having shot
a rabbit, partook of it at dinner, and vecry
shortly afterwards display-ed all the synip.
toins of poisoning.-

.%r. MIUELANY (Menzies) [10.581: 1 in-
tend to support the motion. In view of the
complaints we have had from the agricultural
areas, as to the depredations of the rabbits,
hon. members will agree that something should
be done, more particularly as we haove in West-
ern Australia something like 2,000 miles of
rabbit proof fence erected by the Government
to protect the agricultural areas. In its
way, there is nothing in the world to compare
with this rabbit-proof fence. Yet, from all
we can hear, the fence has absolutely failed
to fulfil its purpose. I do not know what it
cost.

lHon. 1. Collier: It cost £3128,000.
'-%r. M.IJELANY: I know its cost was very

high. We find on the Estimates tlhnt the up-
keep of this alleg~e] rabbit-proof fence in
1915-16 cost £9,.000-that is distinct fron, in-
terest charges-while in 1916-17 the cost
amounted to £11,271. That is what the State
has been pa-yig for the matintemnance of this
fence. We find also on looking up the Esti-
mates for 1917-18 that £11,271 has evidently
been found insufficient, and that a sun, of
£12,200 is now provided, in order to keep
up this rabbit-proof fence. In addition to
the State being committed to thme interest
upon this suim of £E.00,00O odd, the cost of
the fence, it is also committed this year to
the expenditure of £12,200 for the upkeep of
the fence. Is this fence carrying out the
purpose for which it was erected?

Mr. Johnston: No:' 2 fence is.

Air. MULLANY: Members representing
agricultural areas must admit that it is not
doing so, and that between Nos. 1 and 2
fences the rabbits are as thick as they are in
any other portion of Australia. Are we
justified in putting this amount on the Esti-
mates for the upkeep of the fence?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. memuber is not
in order in discussing items on the Estimates
at this juncture.

Mr. MULLANY: I am not altogether
doing that, but am dealing with the soppres-
sion of rabbits in the State. This motion
distinctly asks the Government to do some-
thing. They are, however, endeavouring to
do something, bitt I believe thenm to be
working on absolutely wrong lines. When
we find that we are committed to this ex-
penditure on the Estimates for the upkeep
of this alleged rabbit-proof fence, in order
to keep rabbits away from the agricultural
areas-and it appears from the evidence of
both the mover and seconder of the motion,
that rabbits arc already in the agricultural
areas-I want to know if we are justified in
paying this amount. I will, therefore, sup-
port the appointment of the select committee
to inquire into the rabbit question. believing
as I do that this expenditure is being abso-
lately thrown away.

Mr. Johnston: Not so far as the No. 2
fence is concerned.

Mir. MUTJLANY: I an, not concerned sbone-
either of the fences. The rabbits got through
the No. 1. fence and will get through the
No. 2 fence.
AMr. Johnston: That is why the No. 2 fence
was built.

Mfr. MULLANY: I believe that the ap-
Pointmenut of this select committee is fully-
warranted in order to ascertain whether all
this expenditure has been justified or not. I
do not think it was justified. The rabbits are
inside the No. I1 fence, which extends as far
north of Port iledland. There are, however,
no rabbits in that district, and there never
have been any. I1 believe that the wire net-
ting which was utilised in the building of the
fences, sonmc few thousand miles of it, could
be mnuch better utilised if distributed
.amongst the farmiers and settlers who are
actually engaged in fighting the rabbits;
and th~at this £12,200, which is going to be
spent on the upkeep of the fences, would be
very mneh better spent in thnt direction.

-Mr. Griffiths: That would not be of inuch
use.

Air. MULLANY: I know it is not enough,
but £12,200 would be of great use in fighting
the rabbits on the spot. It has absolutel y
been wasted on the maintenance of these
fences, which do not keep the rabbits out at
all.

Air. Griffiths: It has not been wasted.

%fr. MtlULLANY: In proportion t u
agricultural areas, we have probably as muany
rabbits here as there are in South Australia,
and that State might just as well claim that
this fence is keeping the rabbits from going
back there as we claim that it is keeping the
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rabbits from coming here. I desire
port the motion.

On motion hi' the Mfinister for
debate adjourned.

to sup-

Works,

Hlouse adljourned at 11.7 p~n -

legislative flssemblv,
Thonray, 11Jth February, 1.1718.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 pl-.
and rend prayers.

[For "Questions on _Notice'' see ''Votes
ni Proceedings.' '1

BILLS Q')-THIBD REAZiNG.
1, Curator of Intestate Estates.
2, Electoral Act Amendment*
Transmitted to the Legislative Council.

MJOTION - RtABEFT PEST, SELECT1
COMIMITTEE TO INQUJIRE,

Debate resumed fronk the previous day onr
the motion by 'Mr. Smith, *'That in view of
the alarming position created by the rabhitq,
a select committee of this House be ap-
pointed to immediately inquire into the pre-
sent systemt adlopted by the department for
combating the pest, with a view of recont-
mending more effective methods of dealing
with this national mnace.''

The PBREMTF.R (H4on. H. B3. Lefroy-
Moore) [4.4.3]: I welcome this motion moved
by the member for 'North Perth, and am very
pleasedl to support his request -for the ap-
pointment of a select committee of this House
to dleal with the rabbit question. I am sure
all members recognise that the rabbit repre-
sents a big menace to Western Australia, and
I agree with the words of the motion tha't the
position at present is alarming. The time has
arrived when we have to consider whether the
lands of this country shall produce sheep and
other stock and grow wheat, or produce rab-
bits. lHon, members well know the devasta-
tion which has been caused in the Eastern
States byv the rabbit pest, how large terri-
tories have been laid waste and the settlers
upon th em compelled to abandon their hold-
ingsL But T realise that, though this is an
important subjiect, and one which shouldI he
graippled with, at the same time r would in-
form the House that the Government, through
the Agricultural Department, harc a policy
with regard to it. That policy is to co-operate

with the farruera and settlers in every possible
way for the destruction of the rabbits. It is
not thre province of the Government to destroy
all the rabbits3 it is the dulty of the Govern-
mnent to co-operate in every way, and to assist
farmers and others in dealing with the pest.
It is no good for settlers and landowners and
others to approach a -Minister or a member of
Parliament when rabbits have been seen on
a particular property, and ask what the Gov-
ornnwent intend to do. I remember not long
ago being approached on a railway station in
this State by a farmer who said that a rabbit
had been seen on his place, and hie wanted to
know what the G3overnment intendled to do.
My reply to this mnan was, ''What are you
going to do?"' He replied that he did not
know, and I told him that the best thing he
could do was to kill that rabbit. TPhe idea.
seemed to have gained ground that directly a
rabbit wvas seen oa a property it was the duty
of the owner of that property to immediately
communicate with the Government and request
that someone shonid be sent from Perth to
-kill the rabbit.

Mr. .Toinston: The Government are the
owners of land wherd the rabbits are.

The PREMIER: That is the spirit which
has existed all along, and it is the wrong
spirit. The Government are preparedl to do
everything they ran to co-operate with the
farmers in the eradication of the liest, and it
wvould be idle for me to say, and it wrould not
meet with the approval of the House, that the
Government intended to attempt to destroy all
the rabbits, while the people themselves stood.
by and looked on. The policy of the Agricul-
tural Department is to co-operate with the
farmers and others. We have a Rabbit Act
and that Act must be enforced, and if it is
iiot stringent ciutigh it must be miade more
stringent. The people must be taught to re
cogniseC their responsibilities in this matter.
The object of the nieasure is to bring about
the eradication of the pest, and certain penal-
ties are provided if people doa not carry out
the provisions of the Act. TI the penal sec-
tions of the Act are enforced the people mnust
nor squeal. T well remember the trouble we
had1( in this State in connection with the eradli-
cation of scab in sheep. Scab is one of tme
very wourst diseases which ever existed in Airs-
tralia, and Western Australia was longer in
eradicating it than any of the other States.
It was not until the Scab Act was rigidly en-
forced and the people were made to recognise
their responsibilities, that the disease "as
stamped out. [ may tell hon. members what
scab in sheep really is, because many of them
are too young to have seen anything of the
trouble which existed in this country miany
years ago. Scab is considerably worse than
either tick or lice iii sheep, andl once having
go0t into thle flocks it is most difficult to eradi-
cate, more particularly if all concerned are
nlot compelled to dlip and carry out the pro-
visions of the Act. As a result of most rigidl
inspection and enforcing the Act, we have biad
clean flocks in Western Australia for the past
2)0 yea rs, Tn 1894, soon after T first entered
this Tiuse, with that precociousness which is
born of a new member. T moved for the ap-

40z;


