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asleep, and neither are they procrastinating.
The Government are not without a pelicy,
and 1 assure bon. members it is our desire
to carry out our policy. If hon. members
will only admit that the Government have
a great responsibility, and accept the know-
ledge that the expenditure of many of the
great departments of domestic countern can-
not be easily reduced at the present time,
T think we shall be able to arrive at a hasis
of gencral ecomomy, which the Government
will carry out and bring to fruition as time
goes on.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 9.32 p.m.

Tegislative RAssembly,

Wednesday, 13th February, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
p.m., and read prayers.

4.30

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘° Votes and Proceedings.’’]

BILL—CURATOR OF INTESTATE
ESTATES.

Reports of Committee adopted.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMEXDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—INTERPRETATION.
Introduced by the Attorper General, and
read a first time.

PAPERS—LUMPING TROUBLE,
FREMAXNTLE.
Mr. JONES (Fremantle) [5.57]: T move—
““That full reports from the Police De-
partment of all trouble on the Fremantle
wharf since the lst November, 1917, be laid
upon the Tabhle of the House.”’
T am sure hon. members will realise that the
motion is being moved simply in the interests
of justice. From Press reports of the feeling
and the occurrences in Fremantle as the result
of the unfortunate difficulty of last year,
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many people are inclined to conclude that the
national volunteers who are employed on or
about the wharves are of the nature of
stained-glass angels, and that the original
and real lumpers are begrimed with the smoke
of hell. I submit that police reports giving
full details of the conduct of the men, and of
the tronbles which have oecurred during the
period in question, will he of interest not only
to members of this Chamber but to the people
of the State. At the outset I acknowledge
that it may be a rather difficult matter for
the Government to produce the police reports;
and 1 wish to make it perfectly clear that it
is the Police Department I want the reporis
from, and not from the committee of the Fre-
mantle Chamber of Commerce, which is like-
wise sitting in judgment upon the lumpers—
sitting in judgment, not as a court of law,
but as a Star Chamber to decide whether the
original Jumpers shall, or shall not, be allowed
on the wharf to earn their living in the way
in which they have been accustomed to earn
it. The Press reports have been very brief,
and have aflorded the public very little upon
which to form a juwlgment. The Press have
informed us that during the early part of
January a national volunteer was found to
be in possession of a loaded revolver in the
street, and that he was charged with that
offence and also with having used obscene
Janguage., He was fined for those offences,
which, I venture to suggest, represented con-
traventions of the law of the land not merely
in the legal aspect but also in the moral
aspect, having regard to the second charge.
The punishment awarded to the national
volunteer was a fine of only £1. On the other
hand, an unfortunate lumper who had not the
privilege of being protected as a national
volunteer, was brought up before the same
court on a charge of common assault. Un-
luckily for the lumper, the conrt which tried
the case had as one of its members the gen-
tleman who is now president of tihe Fre-
mantle Shipping Association—a gross oar-
tisan as regards the action of the lumper.
This man whose name is Daniel Kelly, for an
offence which certainly did not compare in its
magnitude with that of the national volunteer,
received a sentenee of three months’ jmpris-
onment without the option of a fine.

The Minister for Works: What did he do?

My, JONES: He attempted to hit a na-
tional volunteer, and I submit to hon. mem-
hers that in realisation of the feeling which
always must exist, when men have come along
and have attempted to take the livelihood
from the real workers, who for some cause
have left their employment, that feeling must
be received with a spirit of tolerance. If a
non-partisan bench had dealt with the case
of Kelly, a fine would have been sufficient to
meet the case. Bui the man was tried by a
beneh which was presided over by a gentleman
named Nicholas, the president of the Shipping
Association. I do not wish hon, members to
confuse him with Nicholas Romanoff, at pre-
sent in Siberia, although some of his actions
might lead us to believe that he was one and
the same person. At the same time, being a
partisan, he had no right to sit in the court
and try a man who was charged with simple
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assault. These are two of the cases which
have come under the notice of the
people of Fremantle as a result of
the lumpers’ trouble, and I  submit
that a simple police report upon the niatter
would throw some light on it, and would help
us to realise that there is something to be said
for the lumper, in spite of the newspaper re-
ports which make him out to be such a fear-
ful creature. 1 submit that the Government
will be acting in the fullest interests of jus-
tice if they allow this motion to go through
and permit the reports of the Police Depart-
ment to be laid on the Table of the House.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hom. R. T.
Robinson—Canning) |5.4]: Generally speak-
ing the reports in the possession of the Police
Department on any matter which has been
investigated are confidential, and cannot be,
or should not be, called for in this House,
and to ask for their publieation is, as T have
already stated in this Chamber, contrary to
what is known as public policy., The idea
of the publication of the reports is to find out
who made them, and at whose iustigation
this, thut, and the other was dome. It is
wrong that officers in the execution of their
duty should be pilloried for doing what they
believe to be the right thing, and what they
are paid to do. Any questions that may be
asked in regard to particular actions of the
Police or Law Departments will be gladly
answered, and any information desired by
hon, members will be given. But, I venture
to say, hon. members should not ask for the
publication of reports. We have heard the
hon. member’s story to the effect that Kelly
is an aggrieved person.

Mr. Jones: He is doing three months; that
is cnough to grieve anybody.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have some
knowledge of this case. 8peaking from mem-
ory Ke¢lly ussaulted another man without pro-
vocation and knocked him down. The other
man, whose name I think is Cleverly

Mr. Jones: One of the national workers,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Cleverly
wag a national worker and was interfered
with by Kelly, who threatened him and was
ahout to asaunlt him. Cleverly is a small man
and elderly. Kelly is a man in the prime of
life, a big man and in stature resembling the
member for——

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He resembles me in
stature.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He re-
sembles the member for Fremantle in sta-
ture. He is a solidly built man, anyhow.
Cleverly saw a policeman in the neighbour-
hood and approached him to report that he
was afraid of Eelly, and to ask for protee-
tion, Xelly came upon the secene and the
policeman asked for his name. Kelly then
raised his fist and knoecked Cleverly down.
That was characterised by the magistrate as
an unprovoked and cruel assault. No man
is allowed to take the law inte his own
bands. The case was tried before two just-
ices of the peace at TFremantle, Messrs,
Nicholas and Purdie, who, after hearing the
evidenece, awarded a sentence of three months
imprisonment. Those are the facts. What
nolice reports can the hon. member want in

[ASSEMBLY.]

connection with this matter? He knows the
fucts as well as I do, although he did not
state them. I could supply him with a copy
of the evidence, but it is wrong to ask for
private and confidential reports of the police
which may be in existence. It is not only
wrong to ask for these reports, but it would
be wreng to give them, I have no desire to
cover up the tracks of anything that may be
done in the Peolice department, and any rea-
gonable question which the hon, member may
ask in connection with the case will be ana-
wered us fully as posible.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle [5.10): I ean tell by the interjee-
tions from one or two hon. members, particu-
larly the Minister for Works, that they
simply regard the action of the hon, member
whe moved the motion as so much flapdoodle
or flag-flying. The Attorney General is far
from the mark when he suggests that it is the
hon. member’s desire to find out who mada
the report. L do not think the hon. member
wants to know that. The industrial trouble
which teok place at Fremantle reeently was
conducted in a more orderly manner than has
been the ease in conneetion with any similar
trouble in any part of the world.

The Attorney General: No one disputes
that.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The police on duty
there have had neo difficulties to cope with,
a fact which was responsible for one or two
interjections from me during the course of
the speeches made by the Treasurer and the
leader of the Opposition in connection with
the Budget, when T stated that moncy
wag heing wasted by keeping the police em-
ployed on the Fremantle wharves. I have
taken the oppoertunity on several occasions
to visit the wharves, and have seecn half-a-
dozen or a dozen policemen in plain clothes
there, when there was not the slightest neces-
sity for them to he there at all. These police
have written reports to the Colonial Secre-
tary, other reports which have been pub-
lished in the Press, but with these we have
no concern; we are anxious to know who
was responsible for causing the small dis-
turbances which did take place there. The
police arc the only people who can give us
the information, and not those who may be
partisans. Recently a man was fined alto-
gether about £3 after having pleaded guilty
so a8 not to be locked up during the holidays.
This man was attacked by two men, and
though he knocked out both, proceedings
were taken against him. The police knew
the facts when the matter came hefore the
court, but asked for a remand. The man,
however, preferred to plead guilty so as to
have the matter determined there and then.
He was attacked by two national workers—
T would not call them national volunteers, al-
though T honestly believe that some men aid
actoally go on the wharves believing that
they were doing the proper thing. As
soon ag the lumpers returned to work, how-
ever, those national volunteers left the
wharves, but not so the beer sparrers of the
conntry, who also went down there te work
with the national volunteers. T have heard
it said that this was a godsend to the hotel-



[13 Fesavamry, 1918.]

keepers of Perth, because théy were not re-
quired to get counter lunches as had leen
the case previcusly, These men went to
Fremantile, and were fed, clothed, attended
to, and nursed by the Government at a cost
of between £2,000 and £3,600. But that has
nothing to do with the motion. I was just
pointing out that the police of Fremantle are
well aware that atiempts have bheen made
to cause a disturbance. What would you
say, Mr. Speaker, if a man said to you ‘' We
have got you down now, we will rub you in

the dirt??2 I know swhat would have
happened some years ago. That man
wounld have been thrown into the river.

Did the police report that a certain gentle-
man who tried to get into a Government
position, a man who has never done a day’s
work in his life, came down and dug the
peint of an umbrella into a lumper’s ribs?
That man would certainly have gone into the
river but for some members of the lumpers’
executive who urged their men not to cause
any disturbance. The police were there; dil
they report the incident? These are the points
we would like o e informed upon. Why cau-
not the public get some reliable information
in regard to the disturbances at TFremantle?
As a resylt of these men going down and
taking the jobs of the honest lumpers, every
lumper to-day has lost his name and is known
by a number, the same as a prisoner. He i3
Neo. 1, No. 10, or No, 20. That i3 how they
are called up to be engaged on work. A farm-
ing gentleman who happened to he on the
wharf recently heard this and asked what it
meant. I told him, whereupon he said, ‘Tt
is about time to leave this country. I am
afraidl Western Australin hag gone back to
its old customs.’’ Tvery man has now a num-
ber and has lost his individuality. It is only
fair that we should see these reports hy
the police in order that we may discover the
injustice done to the lumpers. T did not agree
with the aetion taken hy the men at the time,
but we are all liable to make mistakes. T my-
self make many, and no doubt members oppo-
site make some. Even an Honorary Minister,
it iz said, made a mistake the other day. A
large number of these men did what they hon-
estly believed was right, and it is our duty
to see that justice is their portion. If the
lumpers at Fremantle want to kick up a
row, there ia not sufficient police force in the
State to stop them, They could throw every
policeman into the river. It would not be the
first time. They trssed a mounted police-
man on the wharf "some years ago during
industrial trouble. The Minister for Works
knows that.

The Minister for Works: You are not proud
of it, are you?

Hon, W, C. ANGWTN: T am prond of their
strength, and T say that their good sense in
keeping order during the strike is something
to their credit. Amongst a body of 700
or 800 men there are bound to he among them
some who want to kick over the traces. Tn
face of this, the lumners’ executive kept order
in such a manner that extra police were not
required at Fremantle.

The Minister for Works: You do nof jnstify
the ascault on this man Cleverly, do von?
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Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T do not know any-
thing about it, but if the Minister will refer
to the Minister for Mines or to the Attorney
General, he will find it is very rare that a
man is sent to gaol without the option of a
fine in the lower courts.

The Minister for Mines: It depends upon
the gravity of the offence.

Hon. W.C,ANGWIX: It is & very rare oc-
currence. [ know the man who committed the of-
fence very well. The trouble was brought about
through drink., Tf the man had been sober
he would never have committed the assault,
and T am inclined to think that something
had previously taken place which excited him
to the aection he took. As the member for
Fremantle (Mr. Jones) has said, the fact that
this man was not given the option of a fine
wag freely commented on at the time. He is
an old British Navy man of about my size
and age. I was surprised to hear the Attorney
General say that he was a big, upstanding
man like the member for Fremantle. Order
and quietness were splendidly maintained down
there, and thbose Jeading the men did their
best to assist the police in keeping order,
Malicious and untruthful statements in regard
to the men have been made by persons out-
gide the police force. When there is anything
wrong the police take action to vindicate the
law and keep order; and in the interests of
the men who behaved themselves so well, T
think it is only fair that the reports from the
Police Department should be laid on the Table.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon, W, J.
George—Murray-Wellington) [5.22]: T do not
think the discussion of the motion should re.
solve itself into a debate as to the general ill-
conduct or good conduet of the Jumpers dur-
ing the last trouble. The member for Fre-

mantle (Mr. Jonres) said the man in
question was  punished for an  at-
tempted  assault. He either did not

know or did not think it necessary to men-
tion what the Attorney General has since fold
us. First there was an attempt at assault, and
afterwarids there was a completed assault, In
my opinion the action taken by this particular
individual constituted uotter defiance of the
law., The fact that a policeman speaks to a
man and points out that a complaint has been
made, does not warrant that mam in complet-
ing what he attempted to do hefore. A flout-
ing of the law is not to be lightly regarded
by any member of the Mouse. If no respect
is to be paid to the law, we are coming to a
state of affairs very serious indeed, I will
vote against the motion. I do not think these
reports should be disclosed. Moreover, to my
mind the motion carries with it a threat
which has been diseernible in similar motions
or questions previously brought before the
House. We had a request for the full regis-
ter in tegard to the national workers. What
was that wanted Ffor?

Hon, W, C. Angwin: I qid not want to see
the regiater.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
register of national workers was placed upon
the Table, we should very soon be able to
discover the real motive underlying the de-
mand for it.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 1 do not think
this has anything to do with the motion.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: T can prove that there
are on that register names that were sent in
without the comseni of the persons.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I merely
referred to the question of the national re-
gister by way of analogy. The full reports
of the police would probably contain names
which some who have not the restraint of the
member for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W.
C. Apgwin) would glory in obtaining for the
purpose of subsequently getting home on those
fupporting law and order.

Mr. Green: Bui they know those who were
working on the wharves; they are marked
men; they are scabs.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Here we
have the unblushing testimony of hon. mem-
bers opposite.

Mr. Green: And yon will be known as a
member of the gcab Govermnent.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I would
much prefer to be in a scab Government than
to uphold those striking at the roots of law and
order. T will certainly vote against the motion.
I do not think any case has been made out
in support of it. I compliment the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin) on the moderation of his remarks,
but T think that he too has been a little led
astray in conncetion with this case., He cer-
tainly advised the men not to strike, hut they
did not take his advice,

Hon. W. C, Angwin: They were on strike
before I knew anything abont it.

Mr. ROCKE (South Fremantle) [5.27]: 1
do not think there is any vindictive intention
nnderlying the motion. I do nof know either
of the parties who have been mentioned, but
according to the reading of the motion I think
there is a feeling that somebody has bheen
treated unjustiy. That being so, it is desir-
able to have the matter sifted in order to
find out, if we can, who was responsible for
the injusiice. I do not think we should
bother about going into the justification of
the strike at this stage. Certainly we must
agree that the conduct of the sirikers was
most exemplary. That was brought about,
I think, largely by the fact that they had a
wise president who gave them some very fine
adviee; and becanse the men aecepted that
advice. The strike of the Fremantle lumpers
will he known through all time as the beer-
less strike.

Mr. Mullany: The member for North-East
Fremantle said that this assanlt was due to
drink.

Mr, ROCKE: That was one case only.

Reading the evidence of both cases as they
came hefore the court, one cannot help feel-
ing that a good deal of harshness was meted
out in the one case and of leniency in the
other, The Attorney General spoke of the
gize of the one man as compared with the
other. X will never agree that a little man
should be afraid of a big one.

The Attorney General: But he is
readily knocked down,

Mr. ROCKE: As a matter of common jus-
tice I intend supporting the motion, I admit

more
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that there may be times when papers of a pri-
vate and confidential nafure should not be
placed on the Table, but if it is a matter of
injustice done to any resident of the State—-

The Attorney General: Where is the in-
justice? ;

Mr. ROCKE: I do not know. We may find
it in the papers. If it is a matter of injustice
being done to some person, I will do my best
to have the question ventilated.

The Attorney General: No injustice was al-
leged by the mover.

Mr. HOLMAX (Murchison) [5.30]: I do
not see why there should be such strong op-
position to a motion like this. It is merely
asking for reports from the Police Depart-
ment connected with the trouble at Fremantle.
I think the House should be placed in
possession of these reports. There has been
a great deal of criticism hurled against the
men here and alse in the Eastern States.
Here and over thera action was taken with
the deliberate intention of forcing the men
to do certain things and we should have the
fullest reports on the matter. TIf these re-
ports are placed on the Table T think Parlia-
ment will have a different light thrown on the
subject. The public are entitled to the fullest
partieutars. L know, as a positive fact, that
in Melbourne cart-loads of ‘‘black’’ timber
wag deliberately placed in each timber yard
to force the men to cease work because it was
known the men would not handle *¢black?’
timber. In Sydney the same course of action
was adopted throughout the trouble—I say
it from a great Jdeal of experience in these
matters—with the object of forcing the men
to cease work.

The Minister for Works: In this State?

AMr. HOLMAN: I am not speaking of this
State, although some action mmay have been
taken at Fremantle to force the men to do
what they did,  Members scoff at the
remuarks but why do the Government
fear to place the reports on the Table if there
is not something to hide? 1 take it the Gov-
ernment are afraid te place the reports on
the Table and therefore they have done some-
thing which they are ashamed of.

‘The Minister for Works: To be added to
the list of marked men.

Mr. HOLMAXN: In all probability if the
actions of these men are made public it will
do a great deal of good. The class of men
who will take another man’s place in times
like this is not worth considering and the
actions of a Government that will hide any-
thing should be published broadcast. It is
not right for men to take the place of other
men at such a time.

Member: Shipping was held ap.

Mr. HOLMAN: The hon, member interjects
and says that shipping was held up, but no
shipping ecame to this State at that time and
very little was held up. Tf the reports are
placed on the Table they will show the exact
pesition of affairs. We know full well the
Press of thizs coontry and in the Eastern
States only published what they desired to
suit the so-ealled Nationalist Governments in
office at the time. T was in the State and 1
could get no information to satisfy me and
T am sure there was an undereurrent moving.
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It was started by the so-called Nationalist
CGiovernments to bring ahout trouble through-
out the Commonwealth. We want to find out,
by having the reports laid on the Table,
whether this Gevernment was in tow with the
Governments of the other States when they
took action.

The Minister for Works: That is strong.

Mr, HOLMAN: If the Government are
afraid to place the reports an the Table we
can draw our own conclusions. If they have
something to hide let them keep it to them.
selves, but the time may come when the whole
of the reports will he made known.

The Atterney General: You then may dis-
miss all the officials who made reports.

Mr. HOLMAXN: No, we do not adopt the
dirty actions taken by the people whom the
Alinister represents. I liold in my possessien
black lists which have been spread broadcast
by employers because the men asked for a
fair deal. 'The dirty methods adopted by the
employers to-day are no credit to the people
who have received support from them, I can
spenk of reports in the Press, which showed
that the employees compelled men to hold
tickets from their previons employers before
they eouwld get other employment. The
dirtiest form of blacklisting.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order.

Mr. HOLMAN: T am sorry 1T am foreed to
make these remarks by the unseemly inter-
jections of the Attorney General. I do not
sce any just reason or cause why the reports
should not be placed on the Tahle. If there
is nothing to hide let the Government give us
the reports, let us know what has taken place.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.35]: I rise
to oppose this motien if only on account of
the remarks that emanated from the member
for Kalgoorlie. Tt ig said these men who
had been employed were marked. Why were
they marked? .

Mr, Munsie: Becaunse they went seabbing,

Mr, PICKERING: Because they went to
work for the benefit of the country, If
these reports are asked for simply to ascer-
tain the names of certain people, then I op-
pose the motion.

Mr, JONXES (Fremantle—in reply) [5.36]:
T am sorry that my simple motion has raised
& much eontroversy. All T require from the
Government is a true report from the police
department, because T am one of the optimists
who helieve that the police department can
give true reports of the trouble that took
place on the Fremantle wharves. I wish no
names disclosed. Tf the Government are
afraid to place the names on the Table let
them adopt the convict system in vogne at the
present time on the wharf and give the men
numbers. Mueh has heen made of the stat»>-
ment of the memher for Kalgoorlie that the
men who have, in the classic language of the
member for Hannans, scabhbed on the shart,
will be marked men in the future. T think
that much that has been said is in conse-
quence of the lack of knowledge on the part
of many members as to what are the working
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class ideals in Australia. T am satisfied that
they know, as you yourself, Mr. Speaker, and
cven some of the members opposite, know the
position that the real Australian worker will
take up; he cannot help it. It is bred
in him in the freedom of the bush, in the air
of Australia, in that he ean smell the scab,
althongh that scab may be a hundred yards
distant.

1Ton. P. Collier: The air must be pretty
puirid around Fremantle then.

Mr. JONES: It is that that the hon, mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie means when he refers to
scabs being marked men., T have heen work-
ing in sheds in the North-West where the ap-
proach of a loyalist—I am sorry I used the
word, it must be hurtful to the ears of the
member for Sussex who thinks that these men
were doiug Nationalist service—has absolutely
held np work without a word having been
said. These men will realise that that is their
future, the ostracised future as far ag the
white workers are concerned throughout the
length and breadth of this free Australia. T
am serry I wandered from the matter of my
motion. 1 hope the Attorney General will
deal kindly with the motion, that be will rea-
lise that I bave a true desire to get a just
report, simply that and nothing more. I do
not swish to cause anyeone to be vietimised
through this motion, I simply want hon.
members and the people of this country to
realise that the men who have been working
on the wharves in Fremantle for many years
are not ag black as they are painted but that
the men working there as nationalist workers
are very much blacker than the papers and
members opposite would have us believe. I
agree with some members that many men
went to Fremantle originally because they
hal a mistaken idea as to the national in-
terests.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon,
in order in discussing the
nnder this maotion.

member is not
whole situation

Mr. JONES: T was endeavouring to reply
to some of the criticism of hon. members. I
do not wish to unduly trespass on your gen-
erosity, Mr. Speaker. In my reply to this de-
hate T simply ask that the Attorney General
will realisc that it is with a feeling of toler-
ance and justice that 1 move the motion, to
get the reports from the police to show the
exaet position as far as this trouble on the
Fremantle wharves is concerned.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Aryes . .. .. .. 13
Noes . .. .. .. 29
Majority against .. 18
AYES.
Mr. Apgwin Mr. Lutey
Mr. Chesson Mr. Mullany
Mr. Colller bMr. Munsia
Mr. Green Mr. Rocke
Mr. Holman " Mr. Wiilcock
Mr Jones Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Lambert {Tetler.)
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NoES
Mr. Anpgelo Mr, Mitchell
Mr. Broun ! Mr., Money
Mr, Browa Mr, Najro
Mr. Davies f Mr. Pickering
Mr. Draper Mr., Plesse
Mr, Durack Mr. Pllkington
Mr. Gardlner Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr, George Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Griffitha Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrison Mr, Thomson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. Veryard
Mr. Johnston Mr. Willmott
Mr. Liefroy Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Maley (Teller.)

Question thus negatived.

RETURN—FERTILISER AND FEEDING
STUFFS ACT, INSPECTORS’ APPOINT-
MENTS, ETC.

Mr. PICEERING (Sussex) [547]: I move—

‘‘“That a return be laid upon the Table of
the House showing—1, The number of in-
apectors appointed under the Fertilisers and
Feeding Stuffs Act, 1904, and its amend-
ment, and the names and dates of appoint-
ment of those still aeting; 2, The number
and nature of all complaints lodged by the
indpectors under the different sections of
the Act, and particulars of the convictions
obtained; 3, Particulars of any complaints
lodged with the Minister by duly appointed
inspectors which have been allowed to lapse,
. together with the reasons for non-proced-
ure under the Act.

I uvnderstand from the Premier that he will
furnish the particulars asked for in this re-
turn, as far as it is possible to do so. I do
not, therefore, intend to take up the time of
the House in connection with this motion. The
reason why I brought the matter foerward was
beeause of eertain prosecotions which have
taken place under the Fertiliser and Feeding
Stuffs Act, and my desire to have the pro-
ducer properly safeguarded. I would point
out that the producer, or the farmer, has great
difficulty in making a snccess of his calling
under normal conditions, but if, at the same
time, he has to contend against fertilizers and
feeding stuffs which are not of the quality
he desires to purchage, his difficulties are very
greatly increased. I take it from the replies
given by the Premier to my questions on this
matter, that he is fully seized of the necessity
for safegnarding the producer in this respect,
and the necessity for amending the Fer-
tiliser and Feeding Stuffs Act accordingly.
I have, therefore, mueh pleasure in moving
this motion, and am prepared to leave the
matter in the hands of the Premier.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [5.48]: T must say that the hon. mem-
ber is very prolific in these matters. T hope
he will not expect to keep the officers of the
Agricultural Department continually employved
in making ont returns of this nature. We are
desirons of effecting economies in our depart-
menta, and hon. members generally should con-
sider well, when they ask for these returns,
aB to what the cost is likely to be. A great
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deal of work will be necessitated in the pre-
paration of this return, and when it is made
ready I really do not know what advaantage it
will be either to the hon. member or to the
House, I dare say, however, the hon. member
thinks differently. Requests of this nature
only put the country to additional expense.
Tf these roturns are likely to .furnish an
advantage corresponding with the amount of
labour reguired in making them out, there
would be no objection. In many cases of thig
kind there is no advantage commensurate with
the trouble and expense entailed in providing
the particulars required. I shali he very
pleased, however, to obtain all the information
I ean on this subject for the hon. member,

Hon. P. Collier: That is a remarkable wind
up to the chastisement you have been giving
the hon. member.

The PREMIER: As I have told the hon.
member, 1. shall be pledsed to let him have all
the information that is available, without put-
ting the department to more labour and ex-
pense than are neeessary.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN (Forrest) [3.51]: This
is a sort of shandy-gaff reply that the IPre-
mier has given to the member for Bussex
(Mr. Pickering). He is going to supply the
information asked for if it will not put the
departmental officers to too much inconveni-
ence, [ take it that the hon. member will
be satisfied with that promouncement, and
that, in spite of the mild rebuke at the hands
of the Premier to one of his party, the nsnal
good feelings will continue to exist between
them. All will thus be well. There is, how-
ever, an evident lack of consistency in the
attitnde of the Government on this motion as
compared with the motion which has just
been dealt with. The aoutery of Ministers in
connection with the last motion was that
there was going to be some victimisation.

Hon. R. . Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter):  Yoan cannot diseuss the last motion.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Mr. Speaker will put
me right if T am wrong. From paragraphs
2 and 3 of the motion, it would appear that
the hon. member is asking for the number
and nature of all complaints lodged by the
inapectors, and particulars of the convictions
obtained, and particulars of any complaints
lodged with the Minister by duly appointed
inspeetors which have heen allowed to lapse.
The hon. member is, in fact, asking that pub-
licity should be given to all reports made by
inspectors who have been responsible for in-
itiating prosecutions.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And particulars of
the convictions,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It is, of course. a most
unheard of procceding to have partirulars of
these convietions laid on the Tahble of the
Honge.

The Attornev General: The hon. member
will not get the names,

Hon. P. Collier: The Premier has agreed
to give the information.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Goavernment have
evidently desired to advance reasons why
one motion should meet with opposition and
not another. The rapidity with which thev
wish to please a supporter of theirs ia evi.
dence to my mind that they are not prepared
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to treat every motion on its merits. What ad-
vantage will it be to the country to have
particulars of these convictions laid on the
Table of the House! This may even lead to
the dismissal of one of the inspectors, or of
all of them. It scems to me that if they pro-
gsecute their duty in future on similar home-
steads the dogs will he put on to them. 1If
farmers bave heen interested in prompting
the hon. member to ascertain which particu-
lar inspector was responsible for a particular
prosecution, the outlook for that inspector
may he a serious one.

Mr. Pickering: You are barking up the
wrong tree.

My, Johnston: These are manure firms,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: We do not want to see
any firms victimised in this country, and I

do not think the motion should be sup-
poried.
Mr. MULLANY (Menzies) [5.54]:

Whilst I intend to support this motion, as
T supported the previous one. 1 Delieve
that too much is made of this so-called con-
fidential information. It would be very mueh
better if more information was given in the
first instance as to how these things came
abont. Whilst the motion. as it stands on
the Notice Paper, appears perfectly innocent,
the mover, in the few remarks whiech he
made, distinctly stated that he desired to get
certain information as to how ecertnin prose-
entions ecame about. That puts his motion
on exactly the same footing as the previous
motion. T believe that a great number of
these motions are simply put on the Notice
Paper for, what is termed, kite-flying pur-
poses, that members moving them do not
really require the information, but that, in
many instances, they wish to be ahle to say
at a later period that they asked for this
information and that the Government re-
fused to give it. T am geing to support this
motion, because T believe that if an hon.
member moves in this House for information
of this charaecter, the information should, if
posaible, be given to him,

Mr. LAJMBERT (Coolgardie) [3.56]: I
rise to opposc this motion. The member for
Sussex (Mr. Pickering) eertainly laid him-
self open to the well directed rebuke of the
Premier when he asked feor this information,
but did not give the slightest reason for
his request. Tt is to be hoped that the Pre-
mier, instead of buttering hon. members, will
come forward in this manner and take a
firmer stand. unless it is shown clearly that
the information asked for is of great wvalue.
T cannot see what prompted the member for
Sussex to ask for these particulars, hut T
do know that, speaking on this subject the
other might, T said that T considered the
Government should do something in the way
of exacting a reasonable amount from the
fertilizer companies who are getting the pro-
fits out of these concerns. Tf these fertili-
ser companies are now coming ¢ap in haad
to the Government, asking them to bring
over their phosphate rock, the Govern-
ment should certainly ascertain from these
companies exactly where they stand. These
companies are selling superphosphates at an
enormong price, and yet this country is faced
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with the actual cost. In many jnstances the
farmers are faced with a selling cost of 1us,
per ton.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the motion
deals with the cost of superphosphate.

Mr. LAMBERT: [ am only dealing with
the application of the TFertiliser Act to this
oint,

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion asks for cer-
tain information with regard to certain in-

spectors. | do not desire to hamper the hon,
menber.
Mr. LAMBERT: 1 think the administra-

tion of the Fertiliser Act should be thrown
upon the shoulders of the fertiliser com-
panies operating in this State. There is one
matter in coonection with the Fertiliser Act
which should be seripusly reviewed by the
Government, and that is the present stand-
ard set for superphosphate in this State. [
understand that this is 17.5,

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot permit the hon.
member to discuss the Act generally.

Mr. LAMBERT: T am only referring in-
eidentally to that fcature, because it repre-
sents the actual basis of the whole Fertiliser
Act, T wish members would not take the
Premier’s view of this motion. While not
at all wishing to blame the mover, I think
the Tlouse shounld discount the desire of hon.
members to sce their names figuring upon
the Notice Paper on the fimsiest possible
excuse. Certainly that desire should be dis-
connted by a Government professing to the
House and to the country to be out for
economy. For that reason I hope the Pre-
mier will not allow his good nature to sway
him, but will take a stand im keeping with
ordinary commeon sense, and tell members,
irrespective of whether they are on his side
or on the other side of the Honse, that when
information of this nature, which can be of
little or no use, is asked for, he will not put
the departments to the expense of preparing
returns.

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [6.2]: I disagree hoth with the mem-
ber for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) and the
member for Menzies (Mr. Mullany) in regard
to this motion. An hon. member has no option
but to proceed by way of motion in order to
obtain information which is not obtainable
in reply to questiona. Therefore, a member in
such a position must move a motion; and let
me point out that the information may be
required not only for members, but for those
whom members represent—our electors.

Hon, R. H, Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter}: What de your electors care abont super-
phosphate?

Member: Do you support the motion?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T disagree with the
statement that the motion should not have
heen brought forward. The Premier has asked
the House, on the score of economy, to limit
these motions as far as possible. Let me point
out that there has not yet been a wmotion for
a return moved by members on this side; so
that we are certainly assisting the Government
to economise in that respect. T share the view
of the member for Forrest (Mr. Q’Loghten)
as regards the Government’s inconsistency.
Asguredly this motion asks for mmeh more,
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and much more detailed, information than was
gought by the previous motion. This motion
asks for details regarding convictions obtained,
and acquittals, and cases in which no action
was taken. To my thinking, it makes no aif-
ferelyee whether a man is an iuspector under
the ITertiliser Aet or a policeman, se far as
his reports are concerned. In that respect
both classes are on an equality, Why the Gov-
ernment, having maintained that the report of
the policeman is confidential and on no account
to be divulged, should declare ‘the report of
an inspector under the Fertiliser Act not to
be confidential, and to be available to hon.
members, I fail to understand, The explana-
tion of the inconsistency is probably that sug-
gested by the member for Forrest: this motion
comes from the Government side of the House.
Bueh diserimination, I contend, amounts to a
prostitution of Parliament. The Labour Gov-
ernment, during their six years of office, never
differentiated between the two sides of the
House in regard to questions or to motions
asking for information. The other day T
asked a question as to which the Minister con-
cerned thought that I had something behind;
but the fact is I was merely obliging one of
his supporters—which I can substantiate. T
am prepared to subseribe £10 to the Perth
Public Hospital if the Minister can prove that
what [ say is not correct.

AMr. SPEAKER: I do not think the motion
covers that matter.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: On this motion the
Government have turned a somersanlt. The
member for Fremantle (Mr. Jones) asked for
certain information, and was told by the At-
torney General, ‘*No; vyou eannot get it; it
is of a confidential nature, and its publica-
tion would he detrimental to the intecrests of
the officers.’” Had those police reports been
made publie, in all probability it would have
had a restraining effect on the officers con-
cerned when reporting in future. On this
motion, however, the Premier sees no objee-
tion to the publication of the inspectors’ ve-
ports. When the Premier rose, I suggested to
my leader that the hon. gentleman would move
the striking out of paragraphs 2 and 3 of the
motion. T was indeed surprised when the
Premier accepted the motion in its entirety.
However, T agree with the motion, and T think
the reports should be made available to the
House if it is necessary for law and order.
8til], T fail to understand the inconsistency
of the Government.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) [6.8]: It ismy
intention te support this motion, because T
think the main point has been missed by
metnhera who have already spoken. I regret
that the mover did not fully explain his ob-
ject. Apparently there is some agreement be-
tween the Government and the mover over this
matter, as hon. members will perccive on re-
ferring to paragraph 3 of the motion—

Particulars of any complaints lodged
with the Minister by duly appointed in-
spectors which have been allowed to lapse,
together with the rengons for' non-proce-
dure under the Act.

In that paragraph is an innuendo that Min-
isters have failed in their duty—that some
business people have been reported as selling
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inferior fertiliser, and that these matters have
been allowed to drop. WUndoubtedly a grave
charge of cloaking such matters is made by
this motion. The request for the reasons for
non-procedure itself casts a grave reflection
on the Minister administering the Fertiliser
Act, Has some wrong heen done? Have com-
plaints heen male agninst sellers of fertiliser,
and has the Minister, perhaps because he may
be friendly with thess business people, cloaked
them and refrained from taking action on the
complaints? When a member brings forward
a trolion of this character he should give the
House full cxplanation. However, the Pre-
mier, most generonsly, has agreed to give all
the wmformation desired.

The Premier: No; such information as 1
can give.

Mr. HOLMAN: I sincerely trust the Pre-
mier will do better in supplying information
on this motion, if it is carried, than he did on
the resolution carried at my instance by the
last Parliament—a resolution which had re-
ference to the expenditure of public moneys.
Each item of information asked for by my re-
golution showid have been available in a very
sliort time, and at very little cost to the
Btate; or else our Govermment accountancy is
in a rotten condition. However, I shall deal
with that matter at another time, Reverting
to the motion, can the mover state of his own
knowledge the number of complaints in whieh
action has been taken, and the number in
which the Minister has not taken action? If
go, he would be giving the House an idea
whether the motion should be supported or not.
At present we are being asked to vote in the
dark. The matter would seem to be of more
importance than appears on the surface.

The Minister for Works: What do you
propose the member for Sussex should do
when he gets the information?

Mr. O'Loghlen: He should make an attack
on the Government.

My, HOLMAX: The hon. member should
give further reasoms in support of his mo-
tion, so as to enable us to judge whether the
underlying motive is idle curiosity, either on
his part or on that of his constituents, While
believing that every return and every report
of benefit to members and to the State should
be made available, I sincerely hope the parti-
culars T have just asked for will be furnished
by the mover when replying.

Mr, NAIRN (Swan) [613]: I oppose the
motion, for the same reason as I opposed the
last one, and for an additional reason, which
is that the mover has not taken this House
into hia confilence at all

Mr. O’Loghlen: You may be condemning
the hon. member unjustly. Perhaps he has
had an assurance that his motion will he
carried.

Ay, NAIRN: T am indeed sorry that the
Premier has seen fit to give the mover and
the House a promise which is not really a pro-
mise at all; a promigse which, so far as I can
see, has no value whatever. The hon. gentle-
man said that if it did not occasion the de-
partment too much trouble to get’ the infor-
mation asked for by this motion, the mever
would get the information. Such a promise
has mo virtue. Further, I protest against our
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refusing, in one breath, to pass a motion on
the ground that the information for which i
asks is secret
The Premier:
volved here,
Mr. NAIRN: I am speaking of the previous
motion. More than once we have been told by
the Attorney General that there is information
coming to the departments which should be
kept confidential and should on no account be
disclosed to the public. On the face of it, this
motion intends to bring to the surface, and
to the knowledge of those interested, what is
the motive behind the action of certain in-
spectors. [f the inspectors under the Fertiliser
Act are to do their duty fearlessly, they
should be protected in exactly the same way as
are tie police and other departmental officers.

Xo secret information is in-

Sitting suspended from 615 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. NAIRN: As I was about to remark
before tea, there is ome principle T have en-
deavoured to subseribe to and that is consist-
ency, and if the vote which was recorded in
connection with the motion moved hy the mem-
ber for Fremantle was right, we are bound,
following the process of logic to take the same
attitude on this question. The clause in the
motion T particularly objeet to is the third,
which refers to complaints lodged with the
Minister by duly appointed inspectors which
have been allowed to lapse, and also the
non-procedure under the Aect. In my opinion,
the underlying reasons for not proceeding with
these cases are of a strietly confidential nature,
and if we are going to have an investigation
into every report of an inspector, whether it
be to recommend a prosecution or to suggest
that a prosecution bhe not proceeded with, we
will destroy the usefulness of the inspector.
If the officer realises that every act of his is
going to be subject to publi¢ review and criti-
cism in the House, and investigation by men:-
bers, he will not be encowraged to do his duty.
For that reason T intend to adopt an attitude
on this question similar to that which I fol-
lowed in connection with the motion moved by
the member for Fremantle. There are certain
matters which should he accepted and treated
as purely confidential by the Minister, and a
report by an inspector is one of them, unless
of course there has heen a pgross miscarriage
of justice. Another aspect which appeals to
me strongly is one which has been mentioned
by the Premier, and that iz the matter of
expense in connection with these more or less
useless motions. I ean eontemplate the mem-
ber for Sussex rising in his place and con-
demning the Government for extravaganece in
all directions. Jf we are to have an army of
clerks employed in the departments to prepare
unnecessary and nseless work of this descrip-
tion, we shall not be giving that assistance to
our Miniaters which it is our bounden duty to
do. My experience in Parliament has not been
fong, but T have never on a single occasion
heen refused information by any Minister. Tf
the member who moved the motion wanted
reasonable information, he could get it with-
out occupying the time of the Hovnse and wast-
ing the time of the officers of the departments.
Many people, however, take this as an oppor-
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tunity to get an advertisement which they
would not otherwise receive, and no vote of
mine will assist in the waste of time and public
money on matters sueh as this.

Mr, SPEAKER: I would draw the hom.
member’s attention to the fact that the I're-
mier stated that he wonld aceept the meotion
and give as much information to the hon. mem-
ber as he could. [f, however, the House carries
the motion in its entirety it will be an in-
struetion to the Government to supply the full
information asked for, and if that is not
supplied, the House may consider that it is
being treated with contempt. To get over
that difficulty T wounld suggest that the seeond
and third paragraphs of the motion be deleted
because it seems that there will be no difficulty
about supplying the information econtained in
the first paragraph.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD {Honorary Min-
ister—Pitbara) [7.35]: T desire to move an
amendment—

**That paragraphs 2 and 3 of the motion

be struck out.’’

The Government are prepared to give infor-
mation to all hon. members as far as it is
possible for them to do, but there is some
which it is not desirable to make public, and
that information is particularly in regard to
prosecutions. The Crown Law Department
cannot disclose their reasons for not going
on with a prosecution hecause an opposing
lawyer on getting hold of it might be able to
nse it against the de¢partment. There are many
other reasons, toe, why this information should
not be diselosed to the public. The Govern-
ment are prepared to give all information in
reason, provided of course that there is mno
great expense attached to the preparation of
it, and provided also that it is of interest to
the country. I think if we strike oot the
second and third paragraphs of the motion,
the objeet of the member for Sussex will have
been served.

Mr. PTCKERING (Sussex—on amend-
ment) [7.40]: When T intreduced the motion
I stated that it was my desire fo save the
time of the House, but it seems to me that
the desire of the member for Swan is that
the time of the House shall be wasted. That
hon. memher represents an agricultural dis-
trict, the interests of which are vitally eon-
cerned in giving proper effect to the Aet.

Mr. Nairn: But he does not look for an
advertisement.
Mr. PICKERING: The hon. member is

quite out of order in accusing me of looking
for an advertisement when T am merely
studying the interests of the agricultural
community of Western Australia, TIn fram-
ing this motion—it is onc of the first T have
had the honour of framing in this House—
T admit T may have put it together indiffer-
ently. hnt the reason which prompted me to
submit it was on account of the complaints
which have been lodged and the fallure to
carry ont prosecutions,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member should
have given his reasons for submitting the
motion when he moved it.

Mr. PICKERING: At any rate, 1 intend
to oppose the amendment because it will de-
feat the object of the motion which was to
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codeavour to secure an amendment of the
Act in such a way as to protect the users of
fertilisers and feeding stuffs. I asked cer-
tain questions of the Premier, one of which
was, ‘‘Why are not feeding stuffs required
to be registered under the Act’'? and the
reply was, ‘At the time the Aet was passed
it was not considered necessary.”” From my
experience and from instances which have
been brought under my notice, I consider it
is necessary that feeding stuffs should be re-
gistered. The feeding stuffs which are sold
to poultry farmers are such as are inimical
to the best interests of that industry, and
right through they are not whai they are
represented to be. Poultry farmers are en-
tirely at the mercy of the merchants who re-
1ail these things. The reason for agking the
question as to the number and nature of
all complaints lodged by the inspectors under
the different scetions of the Act and for
particulars of complaints lodged by inspect-
ors which have been allowed to lapse, was to
illustrate to the House the futility of pass.
ing legiglation when it is not given effect to.
"The cost of furnishing the information
for which I am asking will be infinitesimal.
With regard to feeding stuffs particularly,
there have been no prosecutions, while there
have been complaints lodged and turned
down. Tt is only right that these things
should be invesiigated. My motion is not on
all fours with that moved by the member for
Fremantle; my only desire is to prove to
the House that the Fertilisers and Feeding
Stufls Act is ineffective, and it is ridieulous
for us to pass legislation and not be able to
enforce it. The primary producer, as we all
know, labours under very great difficulties,
and when it comes to the buying of fertilisers
and feeding stuffs which are under the eloak
of an Act, which are practically hall-marked
by that Act, he should not he exposed to the
danger of buoying stuff inimieal to his in-
terests. There were two presecutions under
the Act in respect of manure known as the
Swan hrand. T am not sure whether that
has anything to do with the member for
Swan, but judging by the way in which he
has treated my motion, he appears to be in
some measure interested.

Mr., Nairn: That is not so.

AMr. PICKERING: T have not brought the
motion forward with the idea of advertis-
ing myself, nor with the object of making
any reflection upon the inspectors. I brought
it forward in the hope that the Government
would sece fit to so amend the Aet that it
should prove efficacious in the interests of
agriculterists. T need mot labour the ques-
tion any further. I accept the remarks of
members opposite in the good spirit in which
they were made.

Hon, P. COLLIER (Boulder) [7.46]: I
think the member who moved the motion is
quite within bis rights, is in fact doing a
gervice to a considerable section of the peo-
ple in seeking to obtain the information he
desires. T also think it i3 not quite right
for any membher of the House to accuse an-
other member of niterior motives in bringing
forward motions of thiz kind. Tf one is to
be charged with seeking to advertise himself
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merely because he brings forward a matter
of public interest such as that which we are
now diseussing, it is, to say the least of it,
grossly unfair.

Mre, Thomson: What about the flag-waving
episode?

Hon, P. COLLIER: 1 do not think 1 ever
accused the hon, member of flag waving.
Others did, but T did net. If I did it was
beeause, of courge, knowing the hon. mem-
ber as [ deo, the remarks T have just made
do not apply to him, While listening to the
discussion of the motion we have had an
exhibition characteristic of the indecision of
the Government, The Premier, after mildly
reproving the hon. member for proposing fo
put the Government to the expense of pre-
paring the return, wonnd np by saying that
he would have the greatest satisfaction in
supplying the information. Then, after a
little congideration, the Honorary Minister
(Hon. R. H. Underwood) butted in and took
the matter entirely ouwt of the hands of the
Premier, and moved an amendment which,
if earried, would defeat the object the mover
of the motion has in view. The amendment
entirely contradicts the attitude adopted by
the Premier. Who is the Hounse to accept as
leader? Are we to follow the Premier, who
is agreeable to the motion and willing to
supply the information

The Minister for Mines: Some of the in-
formation.

Houn. P, COLLIER: No, the whole of it;
members know well what the Premier said.
Are we to follow the Premier, or are we to
aceept Lhe lead of the Honorary Minister?
Where are we? Personaliy T am one of
those who think that the House and the
country are entitled to the fullest informa-
tion upon this and similar guestions. I have
a vivid recollection of the attitude adopfed
by hon. members opposite, when sitting on
this side, in regard to what they described as
their inability to obtain information. They
said they could not get information on any
subject. Now, when they are in office, on
the szeore of expense they take up the atfi-
tudk of refusing to give information. The
motion is important beeaunse, after all, if the
inapectors have made complaints or recom-
mendatione to the Minister to take action
against any offenders for breaches of the Act,
and if the Minister has failed to take sueh
action, the House is entitled to know of it.
I supported the motion moved for the mem-
ber for Fremantle (Mr. Jones) and T will
vote for this one. To-day apparcatly we are
all out to ggt reputations for congistency.
The member for Menzies (Mr. Mullany) is
supporting the motion in order to be consis-
tent with his vote on a previous motion,
while his friend on the right is opposing the
motion with the same object of achieving
consistency.

Mr. Mullanv: T never made that remark.

Hon, P, COLLTER: I did not say the hon,
member made any remark, I made it per-
feetly clear. In his attitude the bon, mem-
ber is quite consistent. He voted for the
previous motion and he will preserve his
consistency by voting for the present one,
while his friend on the right, having opposed
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the previcus meotion, is also consistent in
oppesing this one,

Mr. Mullany: And the leader of the Oppo-
sition is preserving consistency in veting
for this motion,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so. But while
we three will be consistent, T venture to say
that when the vote is taken there will be
many others inconsistent in their attitude.
However, I merely rose for the purpose of
pointing out that the membe~ whi movelthe
motion is entitled to the information asked
for. Tt is not going to cost £1,000 to supply,
as one would imagine from the remarks of
the opponents of the motion. An hour or
two of research by a junior clerk will sup-
ply all the information. Persopally, I am
going to accept the Premier’s lead on this
question and refuse the lead of his colleague,
who is in direet antagonism te his chief.

Mr. HOLMAN  (Murchison—on amend-
ment) [7.52]: T was much surprised at the
attitude of the Honorary Minister as coo-
trasted with that of the Premier. Before
tea the Premicr said he would supply the in-
formation, but after the tea adjournment
another Minister moved a vital amendment
to the motion. It would he interesting to
know what transpired after we adjourncd
for tea.

Mr. SPEAEKER: Was the hon. member in
his place when I made a suggestion to the
Premier in regard to the motion?

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, and a very significant
suggestion it was, because the amendment
will have the effect of defeating the motion;
it would be just as well to throw ount the
motion aitogether, for there will be nothing
left of it. After the Premier had in-
formed the House that he would reluctantly
agree to the motion, a subordinate Minister
moved a direet amendment to the motion.
Who is the real represcantative of the Gov-
ernment in this regard? Ts there a split in
the ministerial camp? There seems to have
been a shattering of the idols since tea. If
the amendment is carried it will be a direct
contradiction of the Premier’s promise,
which was to give the information to the
House. The Premier is in duty bound to
carry ont that promise.

Hon. P. Collier: He must vote against the
amendment.

Mr. HOLMAN: Certainly he must, and if
the amendment is carried the only thing for
the Premier to do will be to hand over the
reins to the Honorary Minister.

Mr. MULLAXNY (Menzies—on amend-
ment) [7.54]: I will oppuse the amendment
moved by the Honorary Minister. At the
same time I think the fact that a Minister
has had the courage to express his own
opinions against those of his leader reveals
the existence of a feeling that there, should
be more independence of thought and not se
much servile following as we have had in the
past. I believe it would be in the best inter-
ests of the State if we had more indepen-
dence and less blind following of leaders.
This House is a deliberative assembly, and

-when a member brings forward any ques-
tion T cannot see why the faet that he is a
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member of the Ministry binds him to a
blind following of his leader in his pro-
nouncement upon that question. This prae-
tice of blindly following leaders in Parlia-
mentary and political cireles is largely res-
ponsible for the unsatisfactory coadition of
the finances to-day. So, although T will op-
pose the amendment, I hold that a Minister
or any member should have a perfect right
to express his own opinion in the House,
notwithstanding what his leader may have
promised.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore—on amendment) [7.55]: The Honor-
ary Minister was quite within his rights in
moving the amendment. T informed the
House and the mover of the motion that I
would aecept the motion on the understand-
ing that I should give all the information
I could. Tt is impossible to give informa-
tion that cannot he obtained. Some of thia
information may not be obtainable to-day,
for the ingquiry goes back to 1904. I in-
formed the hon. member that T would asup-
ply all the information I could, and I am
quite prepared to acept the motion on that
understanding.

¥on. P. Collier: The amendment declares
that you will give no information at all

The PREMIER: No it does not. I recog-
nise that if paragraphs 2 and 3 ave struck out
of the motion the hon. member will really be
cut out entirely, but T gave the hon. mem-
ber the assurance that I would supply all
the available information. I aceepted the
motion on that understanding. At the same
time, it will be left to me to decide whether
there is in the available information any-
thing of a private or confidential character
which might place any individual in an in-
vidions position, It will be my right to see
that no person is so treated. All the infor-
mation degired by the hon. member will he
given as far as possible.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Then you oppose the
amendment.
The PREMIER: T cannot vote for the

amendment; because in the first instance I
informed the House that I aceepted the mo-
tion, and I am not going back on that un-
dertaking; I never had any idea of going
back on it.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle—on amendment) [8.0]: I am very
much surprised at the remarks of the Pre-
mier, He has heen in Parliament as long
if not longer than any member in the House
to-day and he must he aware of the fact
that the motion is in the possession of the
House, and you, Mr. Speaker, explained the
position very clearly before the tea adjourn-
nment.  You pointed out, that the Premier
conld nol give what he liked but he must
give what the motion asks for, if the mo-
tion is carried. If the Premier has not the
information he certainly cannoot give it, but
the Premier said, in the first instance, that
it would take too long to get the informa.
tion, But I will not say more than that
bhecause it may give the Premier a hint.
I am surprised at the action of the Premier
hecause we are in a difficult position. A
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member asks for certain information and the
Premier agrees to give that information,
Then another member of the Cabinet moves
an amendment and there is almost a split in
the Cabinet. I hope the motion will be car-
ried. I shall vote with the Premier on this
occasion.

Amendment put and negatived.

Question put apd passed.

Resolved that motions be contipued.

PAPERS—DRAGE VERSUS THE CROWN.

Motion by Mr. Maley, ‘* That all papers in
connection with Drage versus the Crown be
laid on the Table of the House,’’ read.

Mr. SPEAEER: Before the hon, member
moves the motion, I would ask him to give
the Houge an assurance that the case spoken
of in the motion is not before any law court
at the present time.

Mr. MALEY: I cannof give you that as-
sarance, Mr. Speaker. The case is the sub-
ject of an appea! to the High Court.

Mr. SPEAKER: Then it is before the
eoort and 1 shall have to rule the motion out
of order. In dJoing so I should like to refer
members to page 278 of ““‘May,’’ eleventh
edition, which reads as follows:—

A “matter, whilst wnder adjvdieation by

a court of law, should not be brovght be-

fore the House hy a motion or otherwise.

1 inust rule the motion out of order under
those conditions.

Mr. MALEY: With the permission of the
House, I wish to amend the motion to read—

“That in the opinion of this House the
advanees made under the Industries Assist-
ane Act fo 8. L. Burges were not in the
best interests of the State.”’

Ar. SPEAKER: May [ ask the hon. mem-
ker what conneetion S. L. Burges has with the
motion? [Is he before the ecourt; is he a
pariy? .

Mr, MALEY: S. L. Burges is an nsgisted
sottler under the Industries Assisance Aet,

Ay, SPEAKER: Then the motion wonld
come under the ruling that I have read. T
caunet accept the motion.

RETURN — RATLWAY FARES AXND
FREIGHTS, SECTIONAL RETURNS,

Mr. STURBS (Wagin) [8.5]: T move—
““That a return be laid apon the Table
ot the House showing (1) The revenue and
expenditure  for passenger and coaching
traffic on the CGovernment Railways for the
year ended 30th JJunc, 191G (a) on metro-
politan-suburban  section; (b) on traffic
from last-mentioned area to the country;
{¢) on traffic from the eountry to stations
and sidings wherever situated. (2) Same
partieulars as regards the goods, live stock,
and miscellaneous traffie.”’
T wish it to be clearly and distinetly under-
stood that T do not move this motion with the
ohject of harassing the Government in any
shane or form. T deem it my duty to call the
attention of the House to the unhusinesslike
methods adepted by this hope spending de-
partment. Tt iz common knowledge through-
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out the State that, in order to try and bring
the expenditure and revemue of this great de-
partment much closer than has been the case
during the past two or three years, the Com-
missioner proposes to inerease fares and
freights. My object in asking members to
apree to the motion is that the taxpayers of
the Statec shall be in possession of the in.
formation, and it will enable them, and also
members, to judge of the reasons why the
£500,000 deficit forecasted in the working of
this year’s railways will take place. The re-
ture, if supplied, will show the extent of this
publie utility. Firat, the motion asks for the
revenug and expenditure or the metropoli-
tan-suburban section, then the trafic from
the metropolitan-suburban area to the coun-
try, and the traffic from the country to
stations and sidings wherever situated. In

the railways, as 1 said Dbetore, we
have the greatest earning and spending
department of the State. Annually a
repert is published by the Commissioner

and from the report it is absolulely im-
pessible for members to get the information
for which T am asking. T elaim that this in-
formation is {undamentally necessary before
anyone can consider equitably the matter of
fares aml freights and the railway finarciat
policy . In any private business concern, by
a glance at the halance sheet, any layman
can in two or threc minntes pick out which
ilepartment of the trading concern is paying
amnd which is losing. By the railway report
which is hefore members it will he zeen at a
glance that an elaborate system of aceount-
ancy is followed. But the tables. on pages
5 to 95 are absolutely of no use. At all
events, any member of the House can easily
=re that the time spent in preparing these re-
turns would be more profitably employved in
the direction which T have indicated. I defy
any person who reads the Commissioner’s re-
i ort. whieh is publishedl annually at huge cost,
to deny my assertion, or i{o understand how
this trading concern is  being  condueted,
whether on sonnd finameial lines or otherwise.
While saying this, it is only fair for me to
point ont that, if the Commissioner was told
to-morrow by the Arbitration Court to in-
crease by another £50,000 the wages of
his staff, he is bound hy Act of Par-
liament to c¢omply. Therefore, to give
another  £50,000 to  his men it is
necessary for him, if his accounts are
to balance, to pass this amount on, and I am
sure an inerease of fares and freights ia
bound fo come and will be passed on. T
want to Hace these fares and feights on the
shoulders of those best nhle to hear them.
1f the Commissioner’s object is to increase
the burden of taxation to the people at the
furthest end of the goldfields, or in the back-
blorks towns, snech as there are in Western
Aunstralin, agricultural centres 200 or 309
miles from the coast, T ecan assure members
the ohjeet the Commissioner has in view of
increasing his revemne is going to ‘e de-
feated. and for this reason. The war. Aduring
the laat two or three years, has taken away
some of the best manhond of the State in de-
fence of the flag, and many of those hrave
men have left behind them, especially in the
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country districts dependants, wives and young
children, and any hon. member representing a
country constituency can bear out my state-
ment. During the last two or three years, it
is regrettable to have to say it, owing to the
increase in the cost of living, & number of
families have migrated from the country to
the capital. This is not in the best interests
of the State and as leng as that migration
continues this country can never be pros-
perous. The Government will assuredly have
to consider the matter of fares and freights
in a very short time, and I would like mem-
bers to agree to the metion standing in my
name, The information was asked for in
another place quite revently and refused, and
one of the grounds for refusal was this, if I
may be permitted to read a letter written by
the Colonial Secretary. He says—

You asked me in the Legislative Couneil
to supply the House with certain details of
railway revenue amd expenditure. In reply,
I stated that to obtain the information
asked for would neeessitate the employment
of three extra clerks for a month, at a roat
of between £40 and £50, and that if you
still desired the information you might
move for a return. We were then almost at
the end of the scssion, and in conversation
T told you T would endeavour to obtain the
particulars for you. The Commissioner of
Railways now states that in any case, even
if this expenditure were incurred, the re-
turn would not be accurate, and adds that
it has always been the practice to refuse to
supply similar information.

The Minister for Works: That is correet.

Mr. STUBBS: 1 do npot know if it is
correct, or not. Tt is not going to satisfy me.
If half of the trouble taken to prepare the
good-for-nothing tables in the report was em-
ployed in preparing particulars as to fares
and freights to country fowns, it would have
a good result. The Colonial Seeretary winds
up the letter by saying that be regrets he
cannot give the hon. member who asks for
the information any satisfaetion. T fail to
see any reason why the work cannot be done
at a nominal eost. An elimination of a great
part of the annual report could with advant-
age be effected, and the work that I have in-
dicated would, I am sure, guide hon. memhers
very largely in the discussion that is sure to
take place when the matter of increased fares
and freights comes before us. Any hon. mem-
her who sees the straits into which the rail-
ways of the State will have fallen in the mat-
ter of finances at the end of the year, and sits
idly by and does not take a hand in endeav-
ouring to put his finger upon the spots that
are weak, will not be doing his duty, and I
feel sure that the good sense of hon. members
will be sufficient to induce them to support me
in this reasponable request.

Mr. Holman: What are you going to ac-
complish by this return?

Mr. STUBBS: If we get the information
it will place hon, members in a position to put
their finger upon the leakages.

Hon. W, C. Argwin: Why have vou gone
hack to 1916; because the fertiliser rates are
knocked off'?
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Mr. S8TUBBS: These have nothing to ilo
with it. The Treasurer estimates that during
the current 12 mouths there will be a defici-
eney betwecn the railway revenue and expen-
diture of £500,000. :

Hon. P, Collier: That iucludes interest and
sinking funil.

Mr, STUBBS: [ claim that the railways
are carried omr, as the Commisgioner also says,
as a business concern, and the Commissioner
is expected to make the revenue and expendi-
ture meet.

Mr. Holman: Wil
which are not paying?

Mr. STUBBS: I am not going to be side-
tracked by any hon. member. My motion does
not say that we are going to close anything,
nor do I suggest the closing of anything.

Mr., Holman: I am merely asking for in-
formation.

Mr. STUBBS: Although the cloging of sid-
ings bas nothing to do with the motion, 1 will
inform the House that 12 months ago at a
certain town on the Great Southern there were
twn gtation-masters employed at a railway
station, and they had been employed there for
many years. On a certain day in July the
Railway Commissioner suddenly decided that
the station should be closed up, and turned
inte an unattended siding. Of course there
was great indignation, because it was not a
siding which was going back, and was indeed
a thriving agricultural centre. The Commis-
sioner suddenly found out that the station was
nat paying, but be could easily have done so
earlier. He could have decided that two men
were not necessary and that one could have
done the work. T never can understand why, at
five minutes’ notice, so to speak, the siding
was closed up, and the two officers and all
the paraphernalia of a railway station re-
moved.

Hou. P. Collier: Jf you had called for
national volunteers someone might have been
found to attend to the skation.

Mr. STUBBS: I am coming to that peint.
It was suggested that a returned soldier should
be appointed. A public meeting was held at
the centre, and a deputation came to Perth,
to ascertain why this drastic step had been
taken by the Commissioner without reasonable
notice being given to the people interested.

you close up sidings

The Commissioner, T telieve, told the
deputation that, on the ground of
economy, he was going to close np
quite a number of other stations of

a simijlar nature. I know there are several
stations along the Great Southern, which do
not handle anything like the husiness that this
particular station did, and yet these stations
are still being manned by officers. The Rail-
way Commissioner was informed by the roads
hoard that they would, during the few slack
manths, pay in advance for the services cither
of a station-master or a porter. The Com-
missioner, however, point-hlank refused their
request, on the ground that it would establish
a dangerous precedent. The Commissioner
offered, as an alternative, that if the peonle
down there were so anxicus to have a man at
the station, they could appoint one them-
selves and pay his salary, and that he could
bave the use of the gquarters.
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Hon. P, Collier: Probably the Commissioner
would charge rent for these quarters.

Mr. STUBBS: But the Commissioner would
take no responsibility in connection with any
of the goods bandled either daily or nightly
by this officer. The people refused to pay the
salary of a man unless the Commissioner
aceepted responsibility for the reeeipt and de-
livery of parcels. Although this motion does
not go into the question of the economical
management of the railways, I claim that many
economies could be practised in the depart-
ment without impairing its efficiency. A good
many of the pages of this annual report could
easily be done withont, and better business
methods adopted so that hon. members could
intelligently interpret the balance sheet or the
annval report that is presenfed to them. T
have no desire to harass the Commissioner or
the Minister in any way, but think T have
good ground for moving this motion, and
believe that I sghall receive the support of
members of the House.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (Hon.
C. A, Budson—Yilgarn) [8.23]: It is with
some degree of diffidence that I rise to speak
on a motion such as this, after what has oe-
curred this afternoon and evening, relating to
another motion of a similar kind. I do not
desire to repeat the admonition administered
to the member for Sussex by the Premier.

Mr. Stubbs: T can stand all thaf.

The MTINISTER FOR RAIL/WAYS: I am
not disposed to do it. At the same time the
hon. member wag hardly fair

Hon. P, Collier: I am snre our consistency
will be gone this time.

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS: When
he introduced into the debate in support of his
motion matters of personal grievanee relating
to partienlar loealities. Tt has been said dur-
ing the last few days that the Minister of
Railways was overloaded. I think the hon.
member has overloaded his motion altogether.
T would remind him that similar requests have
been made, as pointed out by the Colonial
Sceretary to the Fon. H. Stewart, and have
heen refused by all Governments. The hon.
member has criticised the report which is
prepared and presented to Parliament by the
Commisgioner of Railwavs. That yeport is
ordered to be produced by Act of Parliament.
The Commissioner wag appointed under the
Railways Act of 1904, and is required to pre-
pare and present to Parliament an annual re-
port. That annual report has been accepted
by Parliament ever since the year 1804-5, and
it has been practically in the same form as
it is prescnted to-day, It is presented
in  this form becanse it synchnonises
with the reports of other countries, and
comparisons can be made as te the rela-
tive degrees of success of rtailway manage-
ment in different places. TIn moving his mo-
tion the hon. member doubtless had in mind
a very excellent motive, buf must remember
that to a large extent his requirements are
already set out in the report. Tf he will go
carcfully through that report he will find a
mass of information for which he now asks,
although it may not be in the form required,
and he may have some difficulty in searching
for it, and finding it in the same way that a
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man acquainted with railway managemens
wonld do. One of the reasons why 1 have
to object to this motion is on the store of ex-
pense. To prepare this information would
need not ouly an army of clerks for wmonths,
but it wounld necessitate practically the whole
of the books of the railways being re-audited
for the year 1916,

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is utterly impossible to-
give it

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: lao
would be very costly to furnish, and it would
be impossible to give the information with

any degree of aceuracy., The overhead
ebarges could only be distributed Dbe-
tween the varipus frafies by  guess
work, and that would be  unsatisfac- .
tory and might lead to conclusions be-
ing drawn which were not accurate. In-
deed, such information might mislead the

House altogether in coming to a determina-
tion on the subject suggested by the motion.
The Colonial Secretary pointed this out to the
Hon, . Stewart in his letter, which was read
by the member for Wagin (Mr, Stubbs). I
would ask the hon, member to reconsider his
proposal in the light of what T have just
stated. If the hon. member will make a care-
Tul perusal of the report supplied by the Com-
missioner he will get such information as will
help him in determining that upon which he
desires to satisfy himself, and will in this
way save the country some cxpense.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [8.301: I
have much pleasure in seconding the motion.
To-night we have heard a good deal about
consistency; and I naturally expect that the
leader of the Opposition, having taken some
members on this side to task on that score,
will support the present metion, just as he did
the previous motion.

Hon. P, Collier: 1 shall exhibit my consist-
ency by opposing this motion.

Mr. THOMSOXN: The motion is of vital
importance to the country at the present time.
We have had an intimation from the present
Government that it is proposed to increase rail-
way fares and freights; and that is o matter
seriongly affecting the country distriets. The
o0ld haphazard method of simply saying that
railway freights and fares shall be increased
by § per cent.

Mr. SPEAKER: T do not think the hon.
member is in order in discussing proposed
inereases in railway freights and fares on this
motion.

Mr. THOMBOXN: T am endeavouring to give
my reasons for supporting the motion. The
information which wonld be available from
the return asked for would afford members an
opportunity of coming to a conclusion whether
the proposals of the Rallway Department are
reasonable and just. T have heen consistent.
In 1915 T dealt with this question, and en-
deavoured to arrive at the amount of nioney
expended on metropolitan and eountry areas
in this respect. T further drew the attention
of the House to the curions anomaly that those
people who travelled 12 miles on country rail-
ways paid ls. 11d., while those who were for-
tunate enough fo reside in the metropolitan
area paid only 1s. 2d. for a similar distance,
and, actually, on three days per week travelled
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that distance for 10d. Moreover, metropolitan
residents have much more comfortable trains
and a much more efficient service. 1 do not
for a moment say that they should not have
those facilities; but the Commissioner’s re-
port for the year 1915 contains the statement
that suburban traffic was being carried at a
loss.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: That is wrong,

Mr. THOMSOXN : He made that direct state-
ment.

The Minister for Railways: For what year
was that?

Mr, THOMSON: The year 1915.

The Minister for Hailways: Fares in the
metropolitan area have been increased since
then.

Mr. THOMSON:
people in the country districts have to pay.
Let me read to the House what the Commis-
gioner stated—

In the case of the suburban traffic the
difficulty is that full loads for complete
train journeys are out of the question, with
the consequence that the receipts derived
from the very low fares paid by those who
fill the train for a small portion of its run
are not sufficient to cover the cost of the
complete run te its terminus.

I presume the Commissioner knows more ahout
the inner workings of the railway system than
does any member of this House.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But you bhave gone
back three years,

Mr. THOMSON: I venture to say the same
position obtains to-day.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: ¥ say it does not.

My, THOMSON: The member for North-
East Fremantle makes a bald assertion, of
whiech he has no proof.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yes, I have.

Mr. THOMSON: The proof te me will be
provided by the return here asked for, if it
is provided at all. Shonld the position yprove
to be as the member for North-East Fremantle
has stated, then certainly we on the cross
benches will be satisfied. I trust the House
will support the demand for the required in-
formation. I appeal to goldfields members
for support, because the raising of railway
freights and fares will mean that their con-
gtituents will pay more than their just share,
The people of the metropolitan area have had
groater privileges and advantages in the mat-
ter of railway travel than the residents of the
back country. If it is the intention of the
Government to increase railway fares and
freights, then I say in all earnestness that the
burden should be placed equally on the ghoul-
ders of all the people. Let hon. members view
the inereases made by the previous Adminis-
tration. That Government increased railway
freights by 10 per cent.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Which increase yon

supported.
Mr. THOMSON: ¥ did not. T protested
agaiost it.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: You did support it.
You turned dog just at election time.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 have always protested
against the action of the Government in -
ereasing railway freights and fares. T do not
wish to digress from the motion; but we have
new members in the House, and upon them I

But not to the rate that,
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wish to impress the ohject or the mover and
myself in bringing forward this motion. We
are desirous of aseertaining whether the burden
of taxation placed upen the community through
the Railway Department is being distributed
justly and equitably. We are not able to ar-
rive at a conclusion on that point from the
information availahble in the Railway Commis-
sioner’s report. True, the report is a valuable
document, and | am pleagsed that we have it.
Stil, it does not give all the information re-
quired. The Minister has stated that the re-
port does give all the information required.
I have studied this question closely, and T
have not heen able to obtain from the Rail-
way Commissioner’s report the information
sought for by this motion, The Minister has
further said that the question is one of cx-
pense; that he objects to this inption be-
canse to obtain the information will mean
putting on an army of clerks. There appears
to have been a remarkable change of opinion
in the Railway Department, Tn a letter writ-
ten by the Colonial Secretary only a few weeks
ago, it was stated, presumably on the av-
thority of the Railway Department, that to
obtain the reguired information would cost about
£50. Now the Minister for Railways warns the
House that it will cost the country a large
amount of money for an army of clerks. The
Railway Department ought to be in a position
to give this information, which we have a
right to demand in the interests of the State
and especinlly in the interests of the country
districts. I will not labour the question,
upon which I have spoken before in this
ilongse. But I do assert that when the Rail-
way Department propose to increase freights
and fares, care should be taken that the bur-
den shall be distributed over all the eitizens
equally, that the burden shall not be thrown
almosgt entirely on the man who has gone into
the back blocks to blaze the track.

Mr. Molman: Will you oppose any increases
in railway charges on the people onthack?

Mr. THOMSON: The matter is one affect-
ing not only my electors, not only the whole of
the farming community, but alse the whole of
the goldfields community., It is just as vitally
important to the constituency which the hon.
member interjecting represents or misrepre-
sents, as to mine.

Mr. Green: There is no¢ provision“in this
motion for the goldfields.

Mr. THOMSON: Let the member for Kal-
goorlie refer to paragraph 1 of the motion—

The revenue and expenditure for passen-

ger and coaching traffic on the Government

railways for the year ended the 30th June,

1916, (a) on the metropolitan-suburban sec-

tion; (b) on traffic from the last mentioned

area to the country.
If the goldfields are not in the country, where

are they?

Mr. Green: The goldfields are the whole
country.

Mr. THOMSON: Then, what is the hon,

member complaining abhout? I look with con-
fidence to the member for Kalgoorlie and
other members representing the goldfields to
support this motion

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [8.40]: I bave
raised this subject myself twiee previously
in this House; but, unfortunately, on those
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oucasions [ was unable to enlist the support
of members who are now so strenuocus in their
avocacy in obtaining this return.

Mr. Thomson: Surely you can support the
obtaining of the return now.

Mr. GREEN: I like consistency. Above
all, [ like honesty. I doubt whether a re-
turn applying to 1916 is the return which
this House and the country require. If a re-
turn is required, it should be for the latest
year, 1917.

Mr. Stubbs: Make it 1917, then.

Mr. GREEN: If the mover is prepared to
alter his motion in that particular, T shali
be prepared to support him.

Mr. Stubbs: Move an amendment.

Mr. GREEN: I recogrise that I have been

told by previeus Administrations, including a .

Labkour Government, that it was practically
a matter of impossibility to obtain these re-
turns,

My, Thomson: Why should it bef

Mr, GREEN: I admit at once that the
amount of work involved in the preparation
of a return of this character would he im-
mense. Jt is only fair to make that admis-
sion. When we hear a chorus to that effect
from members occupying, or who have oécu-
pied, the Treasury bench, we must recognise
that there is a great deal of force behind
the argument. What we have to consider to-
night is whether the henefit to this House
and to the country from the preparation of
the return would be commensurate with the
cost. On the principle of what is right and
what secems good business, from a purely
commereial peint of view, it has struck me
in the past, and it strikes me now-—withont
being in a position to know the cost of the
preparation of the return—that no business
conecern such ns Beas or Foy & Gibson, or
any other large commereial undertaking in this
town, but is in a position to tell the cost each
department is bearing in overhead charges.
To me it seems absurd to suggest that an
astute business man, like Mr. Boan, for in-
stance, would not be able to arrive at what,
say, the land ageney portion of his business
was costing and was returning. And simi-
larly thronghout the dozen and one branches
of bhis business. The same thing applies to
Foy & Gibson, and to the large mines on the
goldficlds,

The Minister for Works:
quite different.

Mr. GREEN: I am prepared to admit that
the analogy canmnot be very close.

The Minister for Works: There
analogy at all,

Mr. GREEN: I claim there is some an-
alogy; and to me it seems peculiar that the
Railway Department are the only business
undertaking in the State to say that returns
of this character cannot he supplied.

Mr. Smith: The department would do as
they have done on previoug occasions, and
guess at the information,

Mr. GREEN: I am inclined to think, more-
over, that in the large railway systems of the
United Kingdom and the United States,
which are privately owned, the managers
know fo a penny—

The cases are

is no
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The Minister for Works: How do they get
at the informationt

Mr. GREEN: I say, the managers know to
a penny what each section of their lines is
costing to work and what revenue it is earn-

ing.

The Minister for Works: Admitting that
they do know, how do they get at it?

Mr. GREEN: If certain lines are opencd
for the development of this country,and if we
find from these sectional returns that such
lines are being run at a cost so much above
the revenue they are earning, that in itself
would furnish the best of arguments for hav-
ing the information supplied to the House.
With that information hon. members would
be able to say whether it is judicious to con-
tinue running a particular line,

The Minister for Works: Do you know
that that information is econtained in the
Commissioner’s report9

Mr. GREEN: I know that that informa-
tion is given by the Commissioner’s report
in regard to spur lines. But that faet only
gupports me in my argument, and buttresses
my contention that the information asked
for by this motion should be supplied. If it
is possible to supply such information with
regard to the small spur lines, it should be
aceossible in respect of the whole of the rail-
way system of Western Australin, Tf the
Minister convinces the House by means of
figures from the department or something of
a definite character that it is impossible to
furnigsh this return without incurring an ex-
penditure of £50,000 or £60,000, T am pre-
pared to Jet it drop, but until that informa-
tion is supplied I shall support the motion,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hoen, W,
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [8.48]: The
hon. member who has just sat down has re-
ferred to the railway ecompanies in Great
Britain and America and declared that they
knew to a fraction of a dollar or a shilling
how they stood. That is perfectly true, but
perhaps the hon. member does not know that
in America and England and also on the Con-
tinent there is an establishment which is abso-
lutely independent of the railways, and which
is created for the purpese of apportioning
the amount of expenditure- to be charged
against individval lines. Take the companies
in England, such as the Great Western, the
Korth Western, the Midland, the T.ondon
and DBrighton and others: &zll interchange
traffic not only with passengers but with
freight, and it is the business of the clearing
houses to follow every article of traffic, whether
it be goods or passenger, and apportion to
the individual railway companies the amount
due to them.

Mr. Green: That must he more complex than
onr gystem.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The men
employed in these clearing houses are the high-
est paid railway officials of the world. They
are all specialists and the information they
require is supplied to them by station masters
and others, and their business is to dissect it
and locate it, The hon. member might ask
whether this could not be done in this State,
Tt could he done if the State were prepared
to pay for it. Jf Parliament were satisfied
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that the result would be commensurate with
the eost it would be done. Let me explain to
hon. members what bappens now. Someone
books at Fremantle for Bolgart. 1t seems
a very easy matter to locate that fare, but
let me tell hon. members how the fare is made
up. A portion of it is charged under what is
knuwn as suburban rates. Another portion
is charged uwnder what is known as extra-
suburban rates. Then another por-
tion is charged as far as Clackline on the main
ling and them on the small section there is
another charge. Practically the same thing
has to be done with regard to freight. The
amount of labour which would be involved in
following vp freight in the same way can be
imagined. Tt would take an army of men to
do it.

Heon. P. Collier;: And it would he of no value
when you got it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is a
matter of opinion. TIf hon. members will turn
to pages 82 to 89 of the Railway Commis-
sioner’s latest report they will find there an
analysis of the whole of the transactions in
connection with the individual stations, and
there is not only a elassification of the traffie.
but there is alse given the earnings of the
different stations. The hon. member will say
that that is all right, but it only tells ns of
the freight that goes from the stations; it
does not tell us where it goes. The fact might
be congidered that there are about 300 stations
in Western Australin, and if an analvsis is
required to show where every particle of traffic
roes, a considerable amount of book keeping
will have to he done. Perth sends away to
those 500 staiions, and all those stations

wounld  require to  enter  all these
ikings wp and make an  analysis.
1t is the pgreatest difficalty in the
world—at any rate it was so when T was

Commissioner for Railways—to gef men at
railway stations o keep books with anything
like the accoracy which hon. members woulil
expect.

Mr. Maley: This matter has heen referred
to the railway people and they say the cost
of the preparation of the return won'd not
he more than £40.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T will deal
with that later. Let me go on to explain the
diffienlty the railways have with their em-
ployees. The men start as porters and cleaners,
and eventually they work themselves up until
they pass an accounts examination, and
they become night officers and then officers
in charge. T would ask any commercial man
if he considered that to he emough training
to enable any one of these men to keep
a set of books on the donble entrx
system. Hon. members know well that these
men could not do it. Yet we wonld ask those
men to keep separate aceounts and jrepare
analvses for us which in older countries are

" entrnsted to experts. Tt has been stated that
the preparation of this return would cost £40.
1 have always stated that these returns can
hie fornished 3f the Staie is prepared to pay
the cost, but in my opinion the cost is pro-
hibitive, and it will be far and away hevond
any usefulness which the return will serve.
In the memorandum about the £40 T am cer-

391

tain that neither the Commissioner nor any
other man could get the accounts of the rail-
ways for 12 months analysed for anything like
£40 or even ten times £40. I do not think
the records of the department would permit
of the information being given accurately. It
is a fact that the Commissioners of Australia
bave recognised that for all practical purposes
the present system of accounts is adequate.
The member for Wagin is desirous of seeing
if he ean loeate where the losges on the rail-
ways oceur; if they are in the suburban area
well and good, and if they are in the country
areas well and good. In an appendix to his
report the Commissioner for Railways shows
that the various spur lines of the State in
the year ended 3Uth June, 1917, ipncurred a
Joss of something like £80,000.

Mr. Stubbs: It must take up a lot of time
to prepare that schedule.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
not se much in that schedule. It is not easy
to separate the (ifferent portious of the main
line. T am quite satisfied that if the Commis-
sivner eould furnish this information he
would gladly de so. I would not object te
supplying it if T were Commissioner of Rail-
ways, but to give an accurate statement such
as iy desired will involve an enormous ex.
penditure and the returns we would get
wouldl not justify that expenditure.

Mr. Johnston: Are you sure the informa-
tion is not there?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It was not
there in my time, and if it is there now [ see
no reason why the Commissioner should desire
to withhold it.

The Minister for Railways: It is not there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: So far as
I am concerned 1 have always heen prepared
to give all the information possible to Parlia-
ment, In fact the complaint against me is
that 1 have given too much. :

Mr. Harrison: What is the meaning of the
table on page 97 of the Commissioner’s re-
port? Does it refer to traffic in and out?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I am see-
ing this return for the first time. So far as
I ean judge, it is simply a return of traffie
that has gone from the terminns to where it
joing the other line, If the other return is
taken, it will he found that it is all outwards
traffic.

Mr. Harrison: Both ways, T take it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, T do
not think so.

Mr, STEWART (Claremeont) [9.1]}: I
am in accord with the attitnde adopted by the
Minister for Railwavs and the Minister for
Works, I do not think we could attach much
value to a statement showing partieulars to
the end of June, 1917; and because of the in-
herent lack of accuracy about a return of
that nature, I must voice my opposition {o the
motion. T think we should wait until we hear
something of the Government’s policy in re-
gard to railway freights and passenger fares,
and not impose upon Ministers an expense
which, if the return is to he of any value,
would be quite incommensvrate with the in-
formation it afforded. An analvsis extend-
ing over a peried of 12 months would neces-



392

sarily ereate an atmosphere of considerable
difficulty. If hon. members desire this infor-
mation at all times in the year, nothing will
meet it but the creation of a mnew sub-depart-
ment in the Railways. As has been shown hy
the Minister for Works, the practice of the
Oid Country, where the system is more com-
plex, renders it necessary to employ a large
number of men of expert eapacity and know-
ledge, because of the interchange of traffic.
How, may I ask, are we going to reconcile the
figures which are to be produced relating to
goods traffic from the country? How are we
going to allocate that traffic to each station,
except under such a scheme as the Minister
for Works has outlined? This return, to be
of any guidance whatever to those who seek
to place the railways on a payable basis and
make the sections and the community pay
their proper contributions to the upkeep of the
railways, must be correct, and it is inadvis-
able that the House should be expected to
discuss the question of railway fares from a
peturn which the Minister has said mugl
necessarily be inaccurate, and, at best, can
only be guess work. For one, I would decline
to take part in any discussion which could
lead to nowhere on a return shown to be so
inaccurate,

Mr. Thomsen: How can you say whether
the proposed inecreases are just if you do not
know what has obtained in the past?

Mr. STEWART: The management of the
railways is entrusted to a Commissioner and
I take it, until the House determines other-
wise, that Commissioner will be allowed to
manzage the railways.

Mr. Thomson: The Government have ex-
pressed their intention to inerease freights;
surely we have a right to discuss that.

Mr. STEWART: It is for the Government
to deelare their peliey, and thereafter, if it is
degired by the House, to create a mew depart-
ment in the railways to provide this infor-
mation. Let us do it then. But I submit we
eanngt expect any information which would
assist us, or at least myself, in my contribu-
tion to the debate on railway freights and
fares. I think hon. members will be placed
in the same position when they look more
fully into this question. I am in sympathy
with the Minister for Railways in the attitude
he has adopted. I submit that already the
time of Ministers, and the revenue of the
country, are sufficiently taxed in the presenta-
tion of this sort of information in answer to
questions and motions served up tfo us from
day to day. I enter a protest against the
passing of the motion.

Mr. STUBBS (Wagin—in reply) [9.6]: I
am very much surprised at the remarks that
have fallen from the hon. member who bas
just sat down, seeing that he represents a
metropolitan-suburban electorate; yet, after
afl perhaps, I ought not to espect anything
else from him. I disagree entirely with the
Minister for Railways and the Minister for
Works. Either their views are ineorrect, or
anothor member of the Cahinet has been mis-
informed on the question. A few weeks ago
the Colonial Seeretary read a letter in which
he stated that the information T am asking
for would cost from £40 to £50. To-night the

[ASSEMBLY,]

Mivister for Works told the House that it
would cost hundreds of pounds, and even then
would be inaceurate. I maintain that the in-
formation [ desire can be obtained, notwith-
standing anything the Minister for Works has
said. In 1915 the member for Katanning
(Mr. Thomson}, speaking on the Railway Es-
timates, quoted the Commissioner’s report as
follows:—

In the case of the suburban traffic, the
difficnlty is that full loads for complete
railway journeys are out of the question,
with the consequence that the reccipts de-
rived from the very low fares paid Ly those
who fill the train for a small portion of the
run are not sufficient to cover the cost of
the complete run to the terminus,

The hon. member went on to say—
The Premier was good enough to let me
have the return I asked for, dnd it may be
news to members to know that in the metro-
politan area the number of passengers
travelling within the inner suburban area
last year was 13,280,380, and in the outer

suburban area 103,677,

If a return of that nature ean be obtained
without mueh cost, T fail to sce the objection
of the Minister for Railways to my motion,
With the staff the railways have, the work
would not entail anything like the expenditure
that the Minister tried to make the House be-
lieve. I am led to the conclusion that the
Commisgsioner does not wish to supply the
figures. On the question of the manageriul
coutrol, T must say that the annual report of
the railways is very convincing. We have
owned the tramways for the last four years.
Four years ago the profit on the tramways
was a little over 4 per cent.; it has now
dwindled to .77 per cent.

The Minister for Railways: Have you read
the Commissioner’s report in that respect?

Mr. STUBBS: Yes, I have read the whole
of the report,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hoo. member is not in
order in diseussing tramways.

Mr. STUBBS: T maintain that this is a
question affecting every country member of
the House. In outback towns, 300 or 400 miles
away, any increase in railway freights or fares
will cripple industries. Therefore, every
member representing a country constitutency
shonld support the motion,

The Minister for Railways: Does it not de-
pend on the manner in which the increases are
irposed?

Mr. STUBBS: I still maintain that the in-
formation I ask for will not cost the amount
of money Ministers have alleged. I am going
to press the motion, and I hope that hon.
members will agree that the information asked
for i likely to be of such value o them as
will ¢nable them to deal intelligently with the
question of increased railway freights when
they come up for discussion,

Question put and a division taken with the
following resulf:—

Ayes

Noes

| o | B2

Majority against



" |13 FEBRUARY, 1918.]

AYEB.

Mr. Broun |  Mr. Munsle

Mr. Chesson l Mr. O'Loghlen

Mr. Green Mr. Pickering

Mr, Griffiths ‘ Mr. Piesse

Mr. Hiclmott | M Swmith

Mr. Holman 1 Mr. Stubbs

Mr. Johustion . Mr. Thomson

Mr. Lamberr . Mr. Willeock

Mr. Lutey Mr. Maley

Mr. Money l {Teller.)
NOES.

Mr. Angelo i Mr. Lefroy

Mr. Angwin Mr. Mitcbell

Mr. Brown Mr. Mullany

Mr. Collier Mr. Nalrn

Mr. Davies Mr. Pilklngton

Mr. Draper Mr. R. T. Roblnson

Mr., Durach Mr. Rocke

Mre. Gardiner Mr. Stewart

Mr. George Mr. Teesdale

Mr. Harrfson Mr. Underwood

Mr. Hudson Mr, Willmott

Mr Jones Mr. Hardwick

(TPeller.)

Question thus negatived.

MOTTON—FREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST WAR SURTAX.
Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.15]: T move—

“‘That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that the following words contained
in Regulation 113A, made by the Fremantle
Harhour Trust on the 10th August, 1917,
namely, ‘when it shall be re-enacted or dis-
continued as circomstances dictate in the
discretion of the Commissioners,” and
passed by His Excellency the Governor in
Council on the 17th August, 1917, be
struck out from the said regulations.”’

I would point ont that from what T can gather
a mistake has been made in regard to the
regulation which has been placed on the Table
of the House dealing with the impogition of a
surtax. T have no desire to take exception to
auch a surtax, as I believe this is a charge that
has been put on simce the war in almost every
port throughout Australia. My contention in
the matter is, however, that the Harbour Trust
Commissioners in imposing this surtax endeav-
onred to get something into the regulation
giving them complete control so far as that
surtax was concerned. The proper method for
the Harbour Trust to adopt, if they wishked to
alter the charges or to continue the charges
madec under the regulation, is that they
should approach the Governor-in-Council for
the purpose of making new regulations to re-
enact or continue any charge additionally
made, s0 far as the Trust is concerned. Such
regulation has to he placed on the Table of
the House in the proper manner, in order to
give hon, members an opportunity of opposing
it if they so desire, or approving of it, Hon.
members will notice that in this regulation,
which was made on the 10th Auvgust, 1917,
these words are added to it, ‘*when it shall be
re-enacted or discontinued as circnmstances
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dictate in the discretion of the Commission-
ers.’’ No  regulation governing any
other public bedy, that is, a senu-
Government institution, gives such power
or discretion in regard to charges whieh
are made. The position fo-day is that, though
tlis is probably not being dome, a regulation
has been made to continue the surtax as from
the 31st December, 1917. I drew the attention
of the Colonial Secretary to the matter, anid
pointed out to him that a definite date must
be set down when legislation of this kind
shall expire, and a Bill must be brought

in for it to continue longer if this
is desired. I pointed out that this
power was obtained by the Commissioners

without the approval of the Government, ani
that they could at any time discontinue the
vharges of 20 per cent., whether the Govern-
ment desired this to be done or not. I main-
tain that the Government should have the say
go far as these charges are concerned, No
sperial board managing a semi-Government de-
partment, similar to the Harbour Trust, should
have full power and right te say whether any
charges should be curtailed or not. The mat-
ter should be left entirely in the hands of the
Governor-in-Council, that is the Government
in control for the time being. That is my
reason for moving that these words be deleted
from the regulation whick was made. I be-
lieve the intention was, in making the new re-
gulation, that only the words ‘‘the regulation
made on 10th August, 1917, should be con-
tinued to a certain date’’ should be re-enacted.
Tn re-enacting this they have re-enacted the
whole of the regulation, and placed the mat-
ter entirely at the discretion of the Harbour
Trust Commissioners. My motion is not in
opposition to the Commissioners or to any ae-
tion of the Government. T believe this is
purely a mistake, and that the matter was
everlooked in framing the second regulation.
T desire to have the power retained that this
tax canmot be removed at any time without
the consent of the Governor-in-Council. The
regulation should be disallowdd, or discon-
tinued in the vsual mranner by Executive Coun-
cil minute passed throngh the Couneil.

Hon. R, H., UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister) [9.23]: The Government have no
serious objection te this motion being ecar-
ried, but it will have no effect. As a matter
of fact the regulation which the hon. member
proposes to amend has been re-enacted, and
the words as they are here now really have
no meaning. I thank the hon. member for
calling attention to the matter, and quite
agree that the Harbour Trust have no right
to use words of that deseription. They did
not, however, act upon these words, or at-
tempt to act upon them, and the Government
bave no intention of allowing them to do so,
or anything of the sort. The Government
realise fully that the harbour was construeted
by moneys provided by the people of West-
ern Australia, and that the people of Western
Australia are represented in this Parliament,
notwithstanding what the Harbour Trust
may say about it ‘I'his  Parliament,
and the Government controlled by this Par-
liament, have the right or appointing that
Harhour Trust, and having the right to ap-
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point, also have the right to remove,
lation 115a, 1914, reads—
Owing to conditions hrought about hy
the European war, all wharfage, pilotage,
port dues, storage charges, and harbour im-
provement rate charges are subject to a
special war surtax of 20 .per cent. upon
the amount of the dues or charges, which
may become payable under the headings
mentioned. This surtax will continue in
eperation till the 3lst December, 1917,
when it ghall be re-enacted or discontinued
as circumstances dictate in the diseretion
of the Commissioners,
The last sentence is the one objected to by
the hon. member. It has possibly to be re-
enacted as cireumstances dictate by the
Commissioners, but certainly with the con-
sent of Execeutive Council, and according to
the Act it cannot be re-enacted in any other
way, These papers are laid on the Table,
and the language used is as follows: —
Regulation 115a, made by the Fremantle
Harbour Trust Commissioners, dated the
10th -day of Angust, 1917, impesing a
special war surtax of 20 per cent. upon the
amount of dues or charges which nay be-
come payable to the Trust, as therein de-
fined, is hereby re-cnacted, to remain and
continue in operation as from the 31st De-
cember, 1917,
The words, however, have no effect. I re-
peat that so far as this harbour is concerned,
the Government contend that they have full
control over it, and intend to coutinue to
have that control. When it eomes to the
question of whether the Trust is showing
a profit or a loss, we intend to work that
barbour as other public works are managed,
for the development of this country. I have
no objection to the motion, and am sorry the
Harbour Trust put in  the language they
did. R

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle—in reply) [9.27]: I only wished to
point ont that in re-enacting the second re-
gulation the Harbour Trust re-enacted the

Regu-

whole of the regulation as it stood. A new
regulation altogether should have been
framed and the other one repealed. 1 drew

the attention of the Minister to the fact, and
feel sure that a mistake has ocecurred.
Question put and passed.

MOTION—CASE OF HUGH McLEOD,
COMMISSION TO TNQUIRE.

Mr. MUNSIE [9.29]: I

nove—

‘“That in the opinion of this House, the
Government should appoint a Royal Com-
mission to inquire into and report wpon
the case of Hugh McLeod. who was dis.
missed, and subsequently reinstated, from
the railway service: the Commission te
have power to make full inquiry into the
whole case, and to have power to recom-
mend compensation, or other action they
consider advisable in the interests of jus-
tice.”’

I do not intend to speak as fully on this
motion as I spoke on a previous motion

(Hannans)

[ASSEMBLY.]

dealing with the same subjeet, when I
moved for a select committee. I intend
merely to state briefly the facts of the case
as they afiect Mr, McLeod, and any other
oflicer of the Railway Department, in regard
to securing justice from the railway appeal
board as at present constituted. I do hope
that if the Goverament are going to oppose
the granting of a Royal Commission, they
will at least give some reason for their ob-
jection. On the occasion of my moving for
a select committee, the then Minister for
Railways was not in the House while [
spoke. The Honorary Minister of the day,
Hon. J. D. Coanolly, replied for the Minis-
ter for Railways. 1 listened earcfully to his
reply, without hearing even one reason
given for objecting to the appointment of a
select committee, other than that such =a
course would be tantamount te making an
appeal court of this Honse. The present
Minister for Works was also at that time
Minister for Works, and he raised the ob-
jection that an offer made by the then
leader of the Opposition, Mr, Scaddan,
while Minister for Railways, to Mr. Me-
Leod was a fair one and should lhave bheen
aceepted by Mr, MeLeod. T propose to deal
a little more fully with those aspects of the
matter. T appeal to the Minister, if he has
real grounds for objecting to further in-
quiry inte the case, to let the House know
what those grounds may be. T must go back
to the l4th March, 1914, when this trouble
first arose., On that date Mr. Davies, dis-
triet trafic superintemdent for the South-
West, was travelling from Perth to Albany,
On tke train was a ticket colle¢tor named
Sullivan. During the journey Mr. Davies
became saspicious of three persons travel-
ling—suspicious as to the tickets on which
they were travelling; and he asked Mr. Sul-
livan to make inquiry and have the tickets
examined. This Sullivan did. On arrival at
Torbay Junction Mr. Davies got out of the
train and attempted for some considerable
time, but withont suceess, to raise Albany
station on the telephone. Then he had a con-
versation with Sullivan.  Sullivan thereupon
went to McLeod and handed him a piece of
paper bearing the numbers 394 and 389, He
asked McLeod to keep on ringing up Albany,
in order to get the police on the railway station
there ns soon as possible. Natorally McLeod
came to the conclusion that the police were
wanted in order that the three travellers might
be handed over to them on a charge of travel
ling on ‘‘crook’’ tickets., McLeod succeeded
in getting Albany en tbe telephone after the
train had left Torbay Junction, and also sue-
ceeded in securing the presence of four police
constables on the Albany railway station. On
the arrival of the train at Albany Mr. Davies
took those three passengers from the train to
his office, and there questioned them regarding
their tickets. MecLeod over the telephone,
through the Albany station master, inmstgd
that the three passengers should he given in
charge, hecause both the tickets were ‘twkets
whieh had to pass from Torbay Junction on
to the Great Southern Railway or on to the
Denmark line. Strange to say, Mr. Davies
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refused to give the passengers in charge, say-
ing, ‘“No; I shall issue summonses against
them.’’ And he did issue summonses against
the three men for travelling on ‘‘fake’” rail-
way tickets. When the day of hearing came
along, he withdrew the charge against one of
those passengers, named Garry, He proceeded
with the charge against the other two, and
on the 23rd March, 1914, they were each fined
£10, with costs, for travelling on wrong rail-
way tickets. When Mr. Davies was questioned
why he withdrew the case against Garry, the
explanation he gave was that he did not know
what charge to lay against him., That seems
to me a most remarkable thing, in view of
the fact that he had discovered these three
men travelling on identically the same tickets.
He knew at the outset how to issue three som-
monges; but then he withdrew the sunmons
against Garry, and got the other two men fined
as I have said. Evidently those tickets aronsed
some suspicion in the minds of the leading
officers of the Railway Department, a sus-
picion that something crooked was going on
with blank paper return tickets, On the 6th
April, Mr. Davies again appeared at the Tor-
bay Junction railway station, went into the
station master’s office, and point blank accused
McLeod of having forged those tickets.
McLeod indignantly denied having had any-
thing to do with the forgery of the tickets.
He went out of the office and brought in the
guard of the train, and then asked Mr, Davies,
bis superior officer, to repeat in front of a
witness the charges be had made against him.
This Mr. Davies point blank refused to de.
He would not acecuse McLeod in the presence
of a third party of having forged the tickets.
Things went on a little forther, and the Chief
Traffic Manager of that time, Mr. Neil Doug-
las, wired to Mr. McLeod asking to what
station he had issued blank paper ticket 467
and on what date. McLeod replied by wire,
stating that he had issued the ticket from
Torhay Junction to Cranbrook, On the fol-
lowing day the Chief Traffic Manager wrote
to MeLeod asking him to confirm that state-
ment in writing. This MecLeod did. Almost
immediately after, Mr. Davies again appears
at the Torbay Junction station with Detective
Ebbesen, and they accuse McLeod again of
having interfered with those tiekets. They
asked MeLeod to make a statement, and this
statement was taken down in writing by De-
tective Ebbesen. After the statement had been
made by MecLeod, Mr. Davies suspended him.
MecLeed naturally thought that it was only
fair he should bhave an inquiry. Therefore,
immediately on bhis suspension, he wrote out a
long statement to the Chief Trafiec Mana-
ger himgelf. Being a railway officer, and an
officer whom the files absolutely prove to
Le one that stuck on every occasion
to the railway regulations, McLeod, instead of
sending the statement direct to the Chief
Trafic Manager. forwarded it, in accord.
anee with the regulations, to Mr, Davies,
the district traffic superintendent, for trans-
mission to the Chief Traffic Manager. To
that statement he received no reply. There-
upon he wrote to Mr. Davies asking on what
date Mr. Davies had sent the statement to
the Chief Traffic Manager. To that inquiry
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he received no reply, Thercupon he wired to
Mr. Davies inquiring what he bad dene with
the statement. Again he received no reply.
The eventual result was that McLeod sired
direct to the Chief Traffic Manager himself
on the subject. In reply he received the
following letter from the Chief Traffic Man-
ager, dated the 27th May, 1914. T shall read
the original letter—

Mr. H. MecLeod, Torbay Junetion. On
the 26th January, 1914, whilst station-
master at Torbay Junction you issued

® second-class return blank paper ticket No.

467, Torbay Junction to Cranbrook, fare

8s. 11d.,, and you altered the return por-

tion to read ‘fWeat Leederville to Torbay

Junction,’’ and the date to 19/12/1913,

and the fare to £2 23, 10d. I am also satis-

fied you altered the return half of second-
class return holiday excursion blank paper
ticket No. 394, which had becn issued at

Albany on the Gth Tebruary to Youngs,

fare 3s. 2d., by inserting ‘‘Cottesloc to

Alhany,’’ and ‘°14/2/1914°7 as date. and

£2 8s. 114, as fare, Also the return half

of second-class holiday execursion paper
ticket No. 309 issued at Albany to Torbay

TJunetion on the 21st February, fare 1s. 4d.,

by inserting ‘‘Fremantle’’ in lien of Tor-

bay, and date as 7/2/1914 and fare as £2
4s. 3d. For these grave irregularities it
has been decided to dismiss you from the
service as from the 2nd inst., the date on
which you were suspended from duty.

Please vacate the departmental house as

soon as possible and hand in all other pro-

perty of the Commissioner in your pos-
session to the acting station-master at

Torbay Juretion. (Sgd.) Neil Douglas,

Chief Traffic Manager.

I hope hon. memhbers have paid sufficient at-
tention to what T have said regarding the
writing hy Mr. McLeod of a statement put-
ting his own case hefore the Commissioner
and requesting an inquiry. After he was
dismissed he sueceeded in getting an inquiry
by way of appeal; and, strange to say. Mr.
Davies, the distriet traffic superintendent,
absolutely admitted before the appeal hoard
that he had suppressed the letter or state-
ment written by McLeod to the Chief Traffic
Manager,

The Minister for Railways:
mitted that?

Mr. MUNSIE: Davies admitted that he
had suppressed the statement. YWhen asked
why he had suppressed it, the only reason
or excuse he put forward was that he wanted
to see what MeLeod’s next move would he.

Davies ad-

~ That is rather a remarkable attitnde for 2

distriet traffic superintendent to adopt.

Mr. Stubbs: Did he admit that at the in-
quiry?

Mr. MUNSBIE: Yes. T have the file of cvi-
dence here. Having led up to the dismissal,
T now come to the appeal case; and T want
to emphasise the point that the whole of the
case, as to McLeod’s guilt or innorence,
hinged on ticket No. 467. For the informa-
tion of those hon. members—few though
they be—who have not heard of this case
before, let me sav that the appeal hoard re-
instated Mr. MeLeo@ in his old position at
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Torbay Junction. At the appeal Mr, Me-
Leod was, as the cvidence proves, most
anxious to fathom where ticket No. 467 had
come from. His ropresentative tried to oh-
tain from the department the information
whether the ticket had Leen travelled on or
not. That information was also refused be-
fore the Appeal Board. They then demanded
the name of the person who banded the ticket
in, and that was also point-hlank refused.
For at least 12 months after McLeod was re-
instated, the whole of the negotintions go to

prove that they were trying to side step *

MeLeod by making out that the man who
handed the ticket in had a pledge from the
Chief Traffic Manager that his name would
not be divulged, and at about that particular
time, unfortunately, Mr. Douglas, who was
Chief Trafic Manager, died. T believed that
statement for some time until T got the evi-
dence which was taken before the Appeal
Board. Tn that evidence I found that in
the examination of Mr. O'Connor, who was
then chief cierk to the Chief Traffic Mana-
ger, that gentleman admitted that the ticket
was handed not to Mr. Douglas but to him.
The Appeal Board tried to get from M.
O’Connor the name of the party who handed
the ticket in to him hut he refused to dis-
close it. He gave as a reason that if he
mentioned the name it would defeat the ends
of justice. In the interests of the safe work.
ing of the Railway Department in this State
and particularly of the officers of the Rail-
way Department, some inquiry should be held
it only to clear Mr. Davies’ character. The
whole of the evidence hefore the Appeal
Board looks pretty fishv so far as  Mr.
Davies is concerned.

The Minister for Works: Do yvou aceuse
Davies? ’

Mr. MUNSIE: T am not accusing anvone;
I want an inquiry to compel Mr., O'Connor
to disclose the name of the person  who
handed him the ticket, ’

The Minister for Works: You aay that the
evidence ig fishy against Davies?

Mr. MUNSTIE: I say that the evidence is
fishy right through,

Mr. Davies: What was the resnlt of the
appeal?

Mr. MUNSIE: McLeod was reinstated by
the Appeal Board. '

Mr. Pickering :
Royal Commission?

Mr. MUNSIE: T have never consulted Mr.
Davies. But after moving for the Select Com-
mittee on the previons oceasion, Mr. Davies
took exception to mmy remarks and the member
for Wiliamg-Narrogin {Mr. Johnston) said
he had seen Mr. Davies, and that Mr. Davies
had remarked that he was quite willing that
the irquiry should go on, so that he might
clear himself,

Mr. Johnston: T did not say that; T said
I had every confidence in Mr, Davies.

Mr. MUNSTE: I was rather snrprised
when T went to Albayy for the purpose of
getting hold of MeLeod'’s private file to meet
not one, hut half a dozen railway officers on
the journey down who knew what my business
was, and who told me that the same thing ap-
plied throughout that portion of the State
and partieularly in Albany. The words used

Doe's Davies want this
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were ‘‘lt is common knowledge in Albany
that Mr. Davies, whilst in possession of
Mr. MeLeod’s blank paper ticket book,
gave a demonstration in a publie bar
to show how easy it was to forge
the tickets.’’ When the matter came be-
fore the Appeal Beard, Mr, Bryant, who was
conducting the ecase for McLeod, asked Mr.
Davies whether that was the case, and
whether he was in the habit of giving demon-

strations in public bars to show how easy it

was to forge blank paper tickets. Mr. Davies
denied it. The next gquestion asked by Mr.
Bryant was ‘‘Will you deny that you have
cver given such an exhibition in a public bar
in Albany?’’ and Mr. Davies replied ‘I will
nof. ™’ .

The Binister for Worka: You do not sug-
gest that Davies forged these tickets?

Mr. MUNSIE: I suggest that he gave the
public exhibitions referred to.

The Minister for Works: Me conld not have
had those station Dbooks with him.

Mr, MUNSIE: I say he did. He had Mec-
Leod’s blank paper book for four days. Me-
Leod wired to get that book back, but re-
ceived no reply.

The Minister for Railways: Was that he-
fore or after the accusation made against
MecLeod?

Mr, MUNSBIE: That was hetween the sus-
pension and dismissal,

Mr, Davies: Who was chairman of the
Appeal Board?
AMr. MUNSIE: Mr. Reoe. Ma  Conuolly,

when replying on behalf of the Government
when the matfter was last before Parliament,
definitely stated that it was shown on the files
that Mr. Roe, as chairman of the Appeal
Beard, had made a statement to the effect
that if the case had been heard in Seotland a
verdiet would have heen returned of ‘fNot
proven.’’ That statement has been repeatedly
made throughout the railway service, and the
inference is that Mr. Roe thought MeLeod
guilty, but that the Appeal Board reinstated
him out of leniency. I hope no hon. member
in this House will take up that attitude, T
know McLeod does not want it. If a Commis-
sion is appointed and it is proved, or even if
there is a strong suspicion in the mind of the
Commissioner of Railways, that MeLeod i3
guilty, he has no right to be a station-master
in Western Australia I want McLeod’s name
cleared, or I want the charge sheeted home to
him. At the present time Meleod is in this
unfortunate position that he has been hranded
as a forger, a thief, and a lar by the Railway
Department of Western Australia. The heads
of the department have made use of the ex-
pression that if the case had been tried in
Seotland a verdiet of ‘‘Not proven’’ would
have been returned, the inferemce as I said
before, being that he is still bhelieved to be
guilty.

The Minister for Railways: Is that a cor-
roet inference to draw from a verdict of not
praven?

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes. With regard to that
very question I have a file of correspondence
hetween MeLeod and the ehairman of the
Appeal Board, and in a letter, Mr. Roe,
the chairman, indignantly denies that he
ever made use of snch a statement abont
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“tNot proven.'” T do not know whether to
believe the Minister who said that Mr. Roe
had made that statement or to believe Mr.
Roe who declares in a letter that he did
nothing of the kind, T also desire to refer
to another file. Mr, Conunolly when oppos-
ing the motion for the appointment of a
select committee moved on a previous oc-
casion, quoted from the file a letter sent by
the present leader of the Opposition, when
Minvister for Railways, to McLeod. Mr. Con-
nolly stated that I misrepreseated the Min-
ister. T did nothing of the kind. T accused
AMr. Collier who was then the Minister for
Railways, of cither not knowing or bheing
misinformed when he wrote that letter to
MeLeod, because he stated in that letter
what was an absolute untruth. I will read
the first portion of that letter—

To H. MeLeod, North Street, Victoria
Park, 30th September, 1914. Sir—With
reference to your letter of the 5th T have
to advise you that it will serve no good
purpose to enlighten you as to the name
of the person who handed in the forged
ticket in connection with the charge re-
cently preferred against you. At the time
it was given to the late Chief Traffic Man-
ager, a promise was made that the name
of the person doing 30 would not be di-
vulged, and this undertaking ¥ am hound
to respect, more especially as the ticket
was in no way associated with you, nor
was your name suggested as in any way
responsible for the forgery. It was not
until some time after that you became in-
volved, and I am pglad c¢o say were ac-
quitted of the charge brought against
you. TUnder the cireumstances I think you
will agree in silence being preserved on this
point. Let me assure you, however, thatthe
ticket was mot put in as evidence against
Fou.

That letter was signed by the Minister him-
self and he underlined the words ‘‘evidence?’
and ‘“you’’ thus assuring MeLeod that the
ticket was not put in as evidence against him.
Three days of the appeal board inquiry were
taken up by the handwriting experts
examining ticket No. 467, apd  then
the Minister turns round and writes
a letter such as that  which T have
read. What were the handwriting experts, there
for? One of the experts swore definitely ai
the outset that the ticket had heen written by
Mcleod, and when challenged as to what au-
thority he had for making that statement, he
said he was an expert in these matters and
would swear to that being McLeod’s handwrit-
ing. Jr. Bryant, who was eonducting the
case for McLeod, asked that the experts bhe al-
lowed some days, in which the worth of tbeir
evideace might be tested. The result was that
another pentleman from Perth was asked to
write a number of tickets, which he did. All of
them and the information in connection with
the tickets were submiited to the chairman
of the appeal hoard. Six tickets were handed
to one of the experts and he had to determine
from them how many were in original hand-
writing and how many were copied, and
whether they were all in MecLeod’s handswrit-
ing, or which were in his handwriting, and
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how many had been forged. Mr. Roe said that
to make ahsolutely sure he would number them.
The handwriting expert was given 24 hours to
deal with them, He c¢ame back and said that
none of them had been traced, and that all
had been written by Melieod. As a matter of
fact none were written by MecLeod, and four
of the six were traced. Tt shows the value of
the handwriting expert’s evidence agninst Me-
Lieod.

The XMinister for Railways: Assuming this
was in evidence, it was justification for up-
holding the appeal.

Mr. MUNSIE: McLeod had been 12 years
in the service when he was dismissed, and at
that time he bad in an application for trans-
ference which would have meant promotion.
He is still in the service to-day, but he is at
least £100 ont of pocket in consequence of the
treatment he has received, and he has had the
hailiffs in his house at Torbay Junction.

Mr. Pickering: You said that McLeod does
not want this commission.

Mr. MUNSIE: On the coatrary, McLeod
very earnestly degives it.

The Minister for Works: Of what value is
the appeal board if its decisions are to bhe
overridden?

Mr. MUNSIE: I would not wish to over-
ride the appeal board in ordinary cases, but in
this case the man'’s liberty has been at stake;
he has been charged with forgery.

The Minister for Railways: The appeal
bhoard exonerated him.

Mr. MUXNSIE: XNo, they reinstated him,
while refusing him costs. He had to employ
a man to work up the case for him, and in
addition there were lawyer’s fees to be met.
The Minister has asked, what i3 the good of
the appeal board? In a case such as this, if

- I were a railway employee, charged with the

same offence, I would not go before the appeal
board with its preseni powers.

The Minister for Works: Yon
choice.

Mr. MUNSIE: The hon. member opposed
my motion for a select committee on the last
oceasion. He has heen a member of the Gov-
ernment for 18 mouths gince then, and he has
not made any move to alter the pogition. When
the decision was given the Railway Officers’
Association, the Railway Employees’ Associa-
tion, and the Engine Drivers’ and Firemens’
TUnion, all in combinatien, went in a deputa-
tion to the Minister for Railways to ask for
an amendment of the powers of the appeal
board. Tt must be remembered that the man
who forged the ticket, and the man who
handed the ticket in to the Railway Depart-
ment, are the only two men who could give
direct evidence in the case, Bnt when we
come to the appeal board, and the accused
person wanis to know who handed in the
ticket, the Railway Department refuse
to give him the name. and there is no
power to make them give it. Of what use is
an appeal board of that character? What
chance has any man before sueh a tribunal?

The Minister for Works: You asked the
Railway Department to give you all their evi-
dence.

Mr, MUNSIE: The Minister used that argu-
ment before. When the inquiry ended, two

have the
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men had been fined £10 each and costs, the
third ithey refused to prosecute, and MeLeod
bad been dismissed and reinstated. And then
he comes along and makes a request of this
description.

The Minister for Works: You will not allow
any finality,

Mr. MUNSIE: T am not going to rest con-
tent until I get some inquiry for this unfortu-
nate man.

The Minister for Railways: With what aob-
jeet?

Mr. MUNSIE: To clear his charaeter and
give him a standing as a free manr, which he
bas not to-day. No matter to what branch he
may be transferred, many railway officers are
likely to come along and cast slurs on his
honesty.

d'(:l\lr. Stubbs. They would not be men if they
1d.

Mr. MUNSIE: That is not the point. |
want some anthority to compel people to say
what they kmow in conneetion with this case,
to clear Mel.eod’'s character, and give him
some compensation it he is innocent. Let me
read what the Minister for Railways said in
answer to the deputation. This was his
reply—

With regard to the appeal court, and the
amendment of regulations, [ o not see that
there can be any objection to that whatever.
[t seems to me that this board deals with
matters of very great importance to the
employees ab times, inasmuch as it deals
with their livelihood, or position, or stand-
ing in the department, and there shonld be
some means of compelling a witness to come
and give evidence material to the issue. TIf
it is possible to obtain this hy an
amendment of the regulations, without
an  amendment of the Aet, T shall
have it dome at onee. It should
have been possible for either your-
self, or the Railway Department, to have
power to deal with witnesses at the late
inguniry, or any other inquiry, beeause very
often the absence of any witness may result
in an unjust decision heing piven. We do
not want to see that continued. T will have
inquiries made to see if it is possible to
have your wishes met, and if it is possible
to do it, by way of regulation, without
amending the Act, T shall have it done.

That is the reply of the then Minister, Mr.
Collier. The only ather point T wish to refer
to is the statement made by the present Minis-
ter for Works and also by Mr. J, D). Connolly,
who was then Honorary Minister, speaking on
behalf of the Minister for Railways. He con-
tended that MecLeod shounld have aeccepted the
offer made by Mr. Seaddan, the then Minister
for Railways. The offer made by Mr, Seaddan
was that he was quite prepared to grant
McLeod an opportunity of poing before the
appeal board again, with a new ehairman, Mr,
Pavies having taken the place of Mr. Roe.
But what other evidence eould My, Meleod
have submitted to that hoard, unless he conld
get the name of the man who handed in the
ticket? Bxcept be had ihe jower to compel
the other man to give the desired evidence, he
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would have been mad to bave again gone
before the board.

The Minister for Works: How can you com-
pel a dead man to give evidence?

Mr. MUNSIE The ticket was banded in to
Mr. O'Connor, as admitted before the board.
I appeal to members to give Mr. MecLeod an
opportunity for clearing his character. I want
also to give other officers of the Railway De-
partment, against whom there is grave sus-
picion at present, an opportunity for clearing
their characters.

The Minister for Works:
these snspicions?

Mr. MUNSIE: Suspicion is in the minds
of dozens of railway employees to-day. The
Minister only requires to travel down the
Gircat Southern to find out where the sas-
picions are in counection with this ease. Per-
sonally T am not wedded to a Royal Commis-
sion. I would be perfectly satisfied to accept
a select conumittee, provided I get an assur-
ance from the Government that the sclect com-
mittee will have power to compel witnesses to
answer questions. A TRoyal Commission can
compel a man to say ‘“who handed the ticket
in,”” and if he will not answer can puf him in
gaol. T want the same power conferred upon
a select committee, and that such select com-
mittee shall compel witnesses to give evidence
and angwer questions, especially when it has
been adinitted that the ticket has been handed
in. I am absolutely satisfied that I could to-
morrow put my hand on the man who handed
that ticket in, and 1 believe I know why he
put it in. T have mueh pleasure in moving
the motion standing in my name.

On motion by the Minister for Railways,
the debate adjourned.

Who entertains

MOTION-RABBIT PEST, SELECT
COMMITTEE TO INQUIRE.

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [1017]: T
move—

““That in view of the alarming position
created by the rabbits, a select committee of
this House be appointed to immediately in-
quire into the present system adopted by
the department for combating the pest, with

a view of recommending more effective
methods of dealing with this national
menace.’’

Tt seems to be the practice to-night, in respect
to private motions, that an assurance shoukll
he given to the Government that the mover of
the motion has no intention of harassing them.
T, too, have no intention, in moving this mo-
tion, of in any way harassing them, It may
seem strange that two hon. members of this
House should follow each other in giving
notice of motions of a similar nature. I had
no knowledge of the intention of the member
for York (Mr. Griffiths) to move this motion.
I had already spoken to some memhers of the
Country party, but that was before the debate
on the Address-in-reply was concluded. T un-
derstand it is not competent for any member
to give notice of motion of this sort until the
Address-in-reply s finished, hut as soon as
that delate was over T took the first oppor-
tenity of giving the neceszary notice of mo-
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tion. It is admitte] that we have had rabbits
in Western Australia for a number of years,
but I do not think they have hitherto reanche:l
the numkers they have now reached. We are
supposed to bhave a ralbit Jdepartment, whose
duty it is to cope with the pest and keep it
within measurable hounds; yet we find this
year that the rabbits have taken control of the
rabbit department. That department to my
mind has been caught napping, and rabbits
are inereasing to an epormous extent, They
are being discovered in all sorts of places where
their presence was unsuspected. We have
rabbits down at the coast, well away from the
No. 2 fence, anid unless some steps are taken
to deal with the pest in a proper and wp-to-
date manner, the rabbits will become practi-
cally a pational (disaster in this State. I do
pot say that the department is altogether to
blame for the pregent condition of affairs.
Perbaps it is undermanned, or it may be short
of funds and unable to carry out the work
necessary for coping with the pest. Hon.,
members will agree with me that the position
has bhecome so serious that it is our duty to
investigate it and ascertain if the department
is deing all that could be done, and if not, to
suggest some method of coping with the pest.
I do not desire to hamper the Goverument in
what they are deoing, but am certain that a
few suggestions from practical men who might
be examined on this question would be the
means of rendering a considerable amount of
assistanee to the Government in dealing with
the matter. Judging from what has appeared
in the Press lately, the Minister for Agricul-
ture seems to be pinning his faith to poison
carts, and appears to think that this will settle
the rabbits. T do not agree with the Minister
on this point, because from the experience of
other States which have gone in for poison
carts, the poison has been the means not only
of destroying rabhits, but also of destroying
very largely the bird life of the State, and dis-
turbing the balance of nature. The hirds in
the bush living on the maggot fly and carrion
generally, were destroyed by the poison, with
the result that the maggot fly increased to a
considerable extent, and now these States are
paying the penalty for this interference with
nature, and the distruction of birds which
were the scavengers of the maggot fly.

{The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. Harrison: What other method would
you suggest in preference to poison?

Mr. SMITH: XNo doubt if the hon. member
was called to give evidence before the select
committee he would be able to make some
very valuable suggestions.  The Rabbit Depart-
ment, for some reason hest known to them-
selves, are strangely averse to rabbits being
trapped for food. That is a mistake, and I
think there are great possibilities in the dir-
ection of allowing farmers to trap rabbits
and send them to Perth and elsewhere, to
gnpply a very necessary article of diet . In
addition to the food side of the question,
there is the wealth which may be derived
from the sale and use of the skins and the
manufacture of articles from the fur. The
rabbit question is a very serious one. Many
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farmers have been compelled to abandon
their holdings in the wheat belt on account
of the encroachment of the rabbits, Many
of these holdings, too, are the securities for
loans granted by the Agricultural Bank, and
the result may he that the bank, and through
the bank the State, may lose a considerable
sum of moncy unless steps are taken to deal
with the question, I took the opportunity
recently of going through a portion of the
wheat belt, particularly that portion of the
State which is infested by rabbits. I was
quite surprised at the number of rabbits I
saw there. Most of the farms are absolutely
abandoned, and no one is living on them at
all. The few settlers I saw and interviewed
were unanimous in stating that, unless the
Rabbit Department did something te put
down the pest, they also would he compelled
to leave their holdings and throw their secu-
rities on the hands of the Agricultural Bank.
When we find this state of affairs, it is our
duty as custodians of the public purse, to
immediately tngnire as to what is being done
by the Rabbit Department, My motion con-
templates the appointment of a select com-
mittee. Select committees are not so ex-
pensive as Royal Commissions, and there is
not the same objection io a select commit-
mittee of the House as there is to a Royal
Commiggion., Members of select committees
are not paidl any fees, and they are practic-
ally inexpensive, and must conclude their
laboutrs before the House rises. A select
committee must finish their work and submit
their report to the House before the conelusion
of the session, otherwise it lapses. Withont
any further remarks, T will content mysclf
with moving the motion standing in myp
name,

Mr. GRTFFITHS (York) [10.13]: T second
the metion, and at the same time wish to
withdraw the motion standing in my name
on the Notice Paper. My reason for giving
notice of the motion T did was the extreme
urgeney of the matter. Tt is n matter which
will not brook delay, and the magnitude of
this evil is imposing upon the present Minis-
tet a task which, in my opinion, will be more
than he eun eope with. The rabbits have
taken poasession of a very large portion of
the State, from Gascoyne to Northampton,
and right through various electorates as far
down as Katanning. Hon. members will
thus see that there is practicallv an immense
provinee in their possession. T do not think
it will be necessary for me to quote cases
to prove to hon. members how great the rav-
ages are that are being commitied hy the
rabbits.

Mr. Johnston: Mr. Crawford savs they are
not doing any harm.

Mr. GRIFPFITHS: Certain hon. members
received a deputation at Kondinin a little
while ago, when 14 settlers placed figures
before us, showing that thev had lost some-
thing like 4,325 bags of wheat this season.
I ¢ame down in the train recently with a
settler named W. M. Gordon, who has heen
eaten out completelv. OfFf 320 acres he only
had 140 bhags of wheat, in a distriet where
the crops were going 20 hushels to the acre.
This will give some idea nf what the rahhiis
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can do. 1 want a select committee, not for
the purpose of embarrassing the Minister,
Mr. QO’Loghlen: Do not apologise.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Never wmind about that.
I say what 1 mean in this House. 1 think
that the seleet committee will be of assist-
ance to the Minister, and that lhe is now
being called upon to face a sitwation which
has been hrought inte being by the neglect
of previous administrations.” In the past it
has nol been realised that the rabbits would
increase as they have done. In the past it was
asgerted that the poison and the dry seasnns
would never allow the rabbits to increase to
anything like the same extent as in the
Eastern States. Now the peril is so great,
and the position so acute, that nothing
should be left undone in the way of inquiry.
It is all very well to say that everything
necessary is being done. We have had that
sort of assurance hefore. Many such assur-
ances have been given by past bMinisters in
all good faith, Sympathy is no good for
coping with the rabbit evil. I have already
reminded the House that an interim report
dealing with this matter was placed before
the Government in Novemher, 1916. While
there jg much in that rveport which, on ac-
count of the lack of wire netting, could not
be put into operation, still there is a great
deal in the repert that eould he done to cope
with the evil. What we are witnesging to-
day is rcally the result of the past failure to
grasp the magnitude of the evil,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do not you think the
very wet season has had a great deal to do
with the inercase of the evil?

Mr, GRIPFITHS: Yes. Some seven years
ago L visited, in company with Mr. Sutton,
the Commissioner for the Wheat Belt, the
holding of Mr. Brayshaw. Mr. Sutten and T
admired the very fine rabbit-proof femee Mr.
Brayshaw had put up, and Mr. Suvtton ex-
pressed some surprise that AMr. Brayshaw had
inenrred so much expense, Mr. Brayshaw
sgid, ‘‘The rabbit is not going to alter his
habits in this State; he will he the same
here as in the Eastern States; I am goipg to
keep him out; he is not going te get hold of
my property.’’ At the present date in the
Eastern areas, around Mount Marshall, the
Industries Assistance Board will not ad-
vance money for the putting in of ¢rops, be-

cause, they say, it will mot be a
commereial  proposition—the  erops  will
simply serve to fatten up the rabbits.

There are so many different opinions on this
subject. 1 hkave heard hon. members ask,
““Why not go in for trapping the rabbits?”’
The mover of this motion has advocated trap-
ping. In regard to trapping, it seems te me
an anomaly that we should have to pay half.a-
crown a pair for rabbits here when there are
thousands of them in the Eastern districts. In
Victoria at the heginning of last year the
poisoning was stopped, on the grounid that the
rabhit industry was such an important one
and was bringing in so much wealth; on the
ground that the rabbit inaustry was a pgood
commereial proposition and should be encour-
aged in every way. The Vietorian Minister
at the time demurred somewhat, bnt he al-
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lowed the poisoning regulations to be relaxed;
and to-day Victoria is again faced with the
old rabbit peril, and has to spend thousands
of pounds in order to get it under comtrel
The same thing applies in all  Australian
States which have treated the rabbit as a com-
mercial proposition, New South Wales is an-
other case in point. On the other hand, those
States which lhave not encouraged the rabhit
tfrom a cominercial point of view, to-day have
the rabbit peril well in hand. The problem is
so big that no Minigter, even with the best in-
tentions in the world, ean eope with it by him-
self. Certainly I give our Minister every
credit for what is being done, and ackuowledge
that he is puiting great energy into his work.
1t is mo use, however, our starting operations
against the rabbits only after next season’s
erop is in. We want to be satisfied now that
this great evil iz heing grappled with ag it
should be. If all that is required is actually
being done, nothing but kudes will accrue to
the gentleman controlling the rabbit braneh.
The Minister, no doubt, is doing his utmost;
but the thing is too big, That will be recog-
nised by anyone who sees the vast properties
whieh have bheen taken possession of by the
rahbits. Tt will be recognised by anyone who
knows the variety of problems connected with
the pest. The select committee, if appointed,
can assist the Minister., I have already told
the Minister, and so has the mover, that it is
not our intention to embarrass him in
any way. On the contrary, we want
to help him, if possible. If we found
that in any respect the rabbit branch
have not done what it is up to that
branch to do, then we would make such re-
rommendations as might be justified by the evi.
dence, and assist the Minister with advice ne-
cordingly, We know fhat all the States of the
worll are mnow thinking of increase:
produetion. In this State of Western
Australia, however, the advice to in-
crease  production  seems to have been
taken only by the rabbits. Let me
mention a little faet which will give hon.
members sotme idea of the rabbit’s powers of
increase, A friend at Mount Marshall writes
ta me that on his holding he poisoned during
this last season 4,424 rabbits, He is a yreat
man for figures, and he has calculated that
with the embryos that figure represents a total
of 11,314 rabbhits destroyed just on that one
holding. One thing that shonld he done is
to get every roads board made a vermin board,
with power to raise money to enable them to
deal with the pest. All sorts of reports come
in from the baek country, and one is that
the fencing of dams is of no nse because the
rabbits get in through gaps.

The Premier: That is largely dune to people
leaving the gates open.

M. GRIFFITHS: That is so, but the gaps
in the fenees arc responsible for the trouble,
and it i3 a matter on which the committee
would urge co-operative effort on everyone
conneeted with the farming industry, =0 as to
assist the Minister and the department in cop-
ing with the pest. [ have much pleasure in
seconding the motion.

[The Speaker resvmed the Chair.]
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Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [10.37] In sup-
porting the motion, I wish to point out to the
House that the State bas been expending on
the maintenance of the rabbit fence with in-
terest and sinking fund charges an amount of
£30,000 per annum. Hon. members are aware
that since 1915, the first year after the
drought, there have been phenomenally regu-
lar returns of summer rains. The storm at the
end of January, 1915, threw down over 40
miles of the rabbit proof fence in various
places between Lynton and to the south of
Cunderdin, on the Eastern Goldfields Railway.
The fence was lying flat on the ground, for
considerable distances in one stretch. The
only attempt to effect repairs, and to re-ereet
that section, was made by the permanent staff
maintained by the rabbit branch. The repairs
tonk some considerable time, in those eireum-
sgtanees. 1 may instance the statement of a
squatter on the line of the fence, who had mus-
tered sheep out of a paddoek on his own side
of the fence, finding he was bhetween 300 and
400 short. Four months afterwards he found
these sheep in a neighbour’s paddock on the
other side of the fence. If the sheep could
get through a portion of the fence in those
numbers in that particular area, it is reason-
able to suppose that during the same time a
great wave of rabbits wonld come through.
In my own district, Greenough, rabbits have
been visible in considerable numbers for the
4ast 10 years. I contend that inside the fence
there are rabbits from Carnarven d{down to
Busselton in the South-West. We are endeav-
ouring to eombat this pest nnder the Aect which
was framed, but that is impossible as it is
absolutely obsglete. It was framed long be-
fore the rabbits came here. A person can he
fined for having rabbits in his possession dead
or alive. Only a few days ago a live rabbit,
caught at North Dandalup, was taken by an
enthugiastic settler to the office of the Honor-
ary Minister merely for the purpose of let-
ting the Minister see that rabbits were quite
close to the city. The Minister pointed out to
the man that he was liable to a fine of £100
for bringing a live rabbit into the ecity, and
that if he or anyone did such a thing again
the law would be put in motion against him,
In the district which T represent steps ghould
be taken immediately to carry on poisoning;
trapping is useless. When traps are set, more
cata and bandicoots and sheep are caught than
rabbits, The only effective way of dealing
with the pest is to adopt means of simultan-
eous poisoning in the areas from Mt. Marshall
to Northampten. Spasmodic poisoning is of
no value because it is a well known faet that
after the first taste of the poison the sur-
vivors seem to be able to communicate to the
others the fact that there is something to be
avoided, and instinet teaches them that the
poison is to be avoided. Immediate steps
should be taken, becanse if any rain falls
within the next few weeks the whole effect of
poisoning will be destroyed, on aecount of the
green feed which will spring up. Rabbits will
not take poison when there is green feed to
be had. The select committee should lose neo
time in making its recommendations. T have
pleasure in supporting the motion.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL (Neortham) [10.45]:
1 hope the Government wili not offer any ob-
jection to the appointment of the select com-
mittee, and I also hope that in the meantime
they will not spare any effort to destroy the
pest.  When the outer fence was erected 15
years ago it was found then that rabbits had
got ahead of it. Then the scecond fence was
built. Fér 15 years the rabbits have been
kept away from that portion of the State in-
side the second fenece, but in the last two or
three years they have increased rapidly in
numbers. To my mind it is not the poison
that kills them; it is the tanniec acid in the
bark of the trees which they must eat during
the dry season that is responsible for their
destruction. We know from years of experi-
ence that that is so.

Mr. Griffiths: Poison counts for a lot.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It may, but the bark
kills many more. As a matter of fact the
rabbits did not increase in numbers until com-
paratively recently, and thia year | am afraid
very little can be done hecvause we have had
rain over most of the agricultural areas and
there is green feed everywhere, I helieve,
however, that we have missed our opportunity;
the season has been wasted. Last year the
same thing happened; rain fell very early and
the Government did not undertake extensive
poigoning until it was too late. We were told
by the member for York that the Honcrary
Minister is doing all that can be done. I do
not know what is being done but [ do know
that fhere are small colonies of rabbits inside
the second fence and I have already spoken
to the Premier and convineced him that some-
thing should be done straight away to destroy
thege colonies,

The PREMIER: The machinery has been
set in motion.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1 am glad to hear
that, but I am afraidl we have left it rather
late this year. Only the other day a settler
wag travelling from Mt. Marshall to Wryalcat-
¢hem and he fonnd that there were seven live
rabbits in the dog-box of the train. If there
were seven on that occasion there must have
been other occasions also when rabhits were
carried on the train. Many colonies exist and
if these were continually attended to the rab-
bits would be destroyed. Of course the natural
cnemy accounts for many. By means of pois-
oning T think it will be difficult to do very
much, There are thousands of rabbits in
those areas where a few years ago there were
none at all or where it woull have heen diffi-
calt to get a shot at one. The question is a
very serious one. Isolated farmers will have
great diffieulty in protecting their ¢rops until
they can get wire netting, but as we know, it
is impossible to get wire netting just now.
Then again we must remember that 30 per
cent. of the total area of land within the se-
cond fence is in the hands of the State. Last
year we distributed a great deal of poison
free of cost to the farmer, and this year this
has been done in large quantities. T under-
stand the Government dams are all properly
fenced. When dealing with the rabbit depart-
ment, it must he remembered that the depart-
ment can only work within the 1imit of the
wmoney provided, and that it takes a consider-
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able amount of money to pay men to hunt up
the small colanies of rabbits spread far and
wide within the inner fences. T hope that the
poisoning will be continued, for I doubt if
trapping will aceount for many rabbits. I am
certain that the farmer is willing to do his
part. If rabbit boards can be successfully
formed, they will achieve considerable good.
I hope the Premier will agree to the appoint-
ment of the sclect committee, and I congratu-
late the hon. member on having brought up
the question, which is of vital importance to
the farmers. T have heard of rabbits being
discovered in the electorate of the member for
Bwan (My. Nairn). Tn view of this that hon.
member shonll join the memher for York in
his efforts to stamp ont the pest. To handle
the trouble we require co-operation between
the rabbit department and the farmers. T
notice that the Government seem inclined to
repudiate theiv obligations in regard to the
rabbits on Crown lauds. The people of the
Eastern States have learned how to minimise
the loss from the pest, and we can profit by
their experience. [ hope the Government will
become very active straight away and will
utilise the few remaining weeks of summer in
the destruction of the pest. As for the pro-
posal to supply rabbits to the people of Perth,
it will require very delicate handling, for
poison iz now freely laid in very many dis-
tricts, TFor one, I should be very sorry to eat
2 rabbit brought into the City now. Only the
other day I heard of a man who, having shot
a rabbit, partook of it at dinner, and very
shortly afterwards displayed all the symp-
toms of poisoning,

Mr. MULLAXNY (Menzics) [10.58]: I in-
tend to support the motion. In view of the
complaints we have had from the agrieultural
areas, as to the depredations of the rabhits,
hon. members will agree that something should
be done, more particularly as we have in West-
ern Australia something like 2,000 miles of
rabbit-proof fence erected by the Government
to protect the agricultural areas. In its
way, there is nothing in the world to compare
with this rabbit-proof fence. Yet, from all
we can hear, the fence has absolutely failed
to fulfil its purpese. I do not know what it
cost.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt cost £328,000.

Mr, MULLAXY: T know its cost was very
high. We find on the Estimates that the up-
keep of this allezed rabbit-proof fence in
1915-16 cost £9,000—that is distinet from in-
terest charges—while in 1916-17 the cost
amonnted to £11,271. That is what the State
has heen paying for the maintenance of this
fenee. We find also on looking up the Esti-
mates for 1917-18 that £11,271 has cvidently
been found insufficient, and that a sum of
£12,200 is now provided, in order to keep
up this rabbit-proof fence., In addition to
the State being committed to the interest
upon this snm of £300,000 odd, the cost of
the fence, it is also committed this vear to
the expenditure of £12,200 for the upkeep of
the fence. Ts this fence carrying out the
purpose for which it was erected?

Mr. Johnston: No. 2 fence is.
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My, MULLANTY: Members representing
agricultural areas must admit that it is not
deing so, and that between Nos. 1 and 2
fenees the rabbits are as thiek as they are in
any other portion of Australia. Are we
justified in putting this amount on the Fsti-
mates for the upkeep of the fence?

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in discussing items on the Estimates
at this juneture.

Mr, MULLANY: I am not altogether
doing that, but am dealing with the suppres-
sion of rabbits in the State. This motion
distinetly asks the Government to do some-
thing. They are, however, endeavouring to
do something, but I believe them to be
working on absolutely wrong lines, When
we find that we are commitied to this ex-
penditure on the Estimates for the upkeep
of this alleged rabbit-proof fence, in order
to keep rabbits away from the agricultural
areas—and it appears from the evidence of
both the mover and seconder of the motion,
that rabbits are already in the agricultural
areas—IL want to know if we are justified in
paying this amount. I will, therefore, sup-
port the appointment of the select committee
to inquire into the rabbit question, believing
as I do that this expenditure is being abso-
lutely thrown away,

Mr. Johnston: Not so far as the No. 2
fence is concerned,

Mr. MULLANY: T am not concerned about:
cither of the fences. The rabbits got through
the No. 1 fence and will get through the
No. 2 fence.

Mr. Johnston: That is why the No. 2 fence
was built.

Mr. MULLANY: I belicve that the ap-
pointment of this select committee is fully
warranted in order to aseertain whether all
this expenditure has been justified or not. 1
do not think it was justificd. The rabbits are
inside the No. 1 fence, which extends as far
north of Port Hedland. There are, however,
no rabbits in that distriet, and there never
have been any. T believe that the wire net-
ting which was utilised in the building of the
fences, some few thousand miles of it, could
be much  hetter utilised if distributed
amongst the farmers and settlers who are
actually engaged in fighting the rabbits;
and thai this £12,200, which is going to be
spent on the upkeep of the fences, would he
very much better spent in that direction.

Mr. Griffiths: That would not be of much
use.

Mr. MULLANY: T know it is not enough,
but £12,200 would be of great use in fighting
tiie rabbits on the spot. Tt has absolutely
bheen wasted on the maintenance of these
fences, which do not keep the rabbits out at
all,

Mr. Griffiths: Tt has mnot been wasted.

Mr. MULLANY: 1In proportion to our
agricultural areas, we have probably as many
rabbits here as there are in South Australia,
and that State might just as well claim that
this fence is keeping the rabbits from going
back there as we claim that it is keeping the
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rabbits from coming here. I desire to sup-
port the motion.
On motion by the Miaister for Works,

debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 11.7 p.m.

Regislative Flssembly,

Thursday, 1ith February, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 pm,
and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’' see ‘‘Votes
aml Proceedings.””)

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Curator of Intestate Estatea.
2, Fleetoral Act Amendment,
Transmitted to the Legislative Couneil.

MOTION — RABBIT PEST, SELECT
COMNITTEE TO INQUIRE.
Debate resumed from the previous day on
the motion by Mr, Swmith, **That in view of
the alarming position ereated by the rabbits,
a select committee of this House be ap-
pointed to immediately inquire into the pre-
sent system adopted by the department for
combating the pest, with a view of recom-
mending more effective methods of deaiing

with this national menace.’’

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B, Lefroy—
Moore) [4.43]: T welcome this motion moved
by the member for North Perth, and am very
pleased to support his request for the ap-
pointment of a select eommittee of this House
to deal with the rabbit question. I am sure
all members recognise that the rabbit repre-
sents a big menace fo Western Australia, and
I agree with the words of the motion that the
position at present is alarming. The time has
arrived when we have to consider whether the
Iands of this country shall produce sheep and
other stock and grow wheat, or produce rab-
bits. Hon. memhers well know the devasta-
tion which has been caused in the Eastern
States by the rabbit pest, how large terri-
tories have been laid waste and the settlers
upon them compelled to abandon their hold-
ings. But T realise that, though this is an
important subject, and one which should be
grappled with, at the same time T would in-
form the House that the Government, through
the Agricultural Department, have a poliey
with regard to it. That policy is to co-operate
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with the farmers and settlers in every possible
way for the destruction of the rabbits, It is
not the province of the Government to destroy
all the rabbits; it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to co-operate in every way, and to assist
farmers and others in dealing with the pest.
1t is no good for settlers and landowners and
others to approach a Minister or a member of
Parlinment when rabbits have been seen on
a particular property, and ask what the Gov-
ernment intend to de. T remember not long
ago being approached on a railway station in
this State by a farmer who said that a rabbit
had been seen on his place, and he wanted to
know what the Government intended to do.
My reply to this man was, *“What are you
going to o??’ He replied that he did not
know, and I told him that the hest thing he
vonld do was to kill that rabbit. The idea
seemed to have gained ground that directly a
rabbit was seen on a property it was the duty
of the owner of that preperty to immediately
communicate with the Government anid request
that someone should be sent from Perth to
kill the rabbit.

Alr. Johmston: The Government are the
owners of land wheré the rabbits are.

The PREMIER: That is the spirit which
has existed all along, and it is the wroug
gpirit. The Government are prepared to do
everything they ean to co-operate with the
tarmers in the eradication of the pest, and it
would be idle for me to say, and it would not
meet with the approval of the House, that the
Government intended to attempt to destroy all
the rabbits, while the people themselves stood
by and looked on. The policy of the Agrieul-
tural Department is to co-operate with the
farmers and others. We have a Rabbit Act
and that Act must be enforced, and if it is
not stringent cnough it must be made more
stringent. The people must be taught to re
cognise their responsibilities in  this matter.
The object of the mieasure is to hring about
the eradication of the pest, and certain penal-
tics are provided if people do not carry out
the provisions of the Aet. Tf the penal sec-
tions of the Act are enforced the people must
not squeal, T well remember the trouble we
had in this State in connection with the eradi-
cation of seab in sheep. Scab is one of the
very worst diseases which ever existed in Awus-
tralia, and Woestern Australia was longer in
eradicating it than any of the other States.
Tt was not until the Seab Act was rigidly en-
forced and the people were made fto recognise
their responsibilities, that the discase was
stamped out. [ may tell hon, membdbers what
seab in sheep really is, becavse many of them
are toe young to have seen anything of the
trouble which existed ie this country maoy
years ago. Scab is considerably worse than
either tick or lice in sheep, and once having
got into the flocks it is most difficult to eradi-
cate, more particularly if all eoncerned are
not compelled to dip and earry out the pro-
visions of the Act. As a result of most rigil
inspection nnd enforcing the Aet, we have had
clean flocks in Western Anstralia for the past
20 xears. Tn 1894, soon after T first entered
this House, with that precociovsness which is
horn of a new memher, T moved for the ap-



